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Worship Schedule 

April 2: Maundy Thursday at 

6:00 for supper.  Worship at 

7:00.  The Great Banquet: 

Guests who are in low places 

are invited by the host to places of honor. We 

who are humbled by our sins and outcast by the 

world are welcomed by Christ to dine at his Holy 

Supper.  

 

April 3: Good Friday Ecumenical service at Shueyville 

United Methodist Church:    

           A FUNERAL FOR JESUS 

OBITUARY: Jesus Christ, 33, of Nazareth, died Friday on 

Mount Calvary, also known as Golgotha, the place of the skull. 

Memorial Services will be held at the Shueyville United Meth-

odist Church, Friday, April 3rd at 7:00 pm, hosted by First 

Presbyterian near Ely, St. John’s Lutheran of Ely and the 

Shueyville UMC. There will be a visitation prior to the service 

starting at 6:00 pm. All are welcome.  

Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham, was a member of the 

house of David. He was the supposed son of the late Joseph, a 

carpenter of Nazareth and Mary, His devoted mother.   Jesus 

was born in the city of Bethlehem, Judea.    

Until the time of His death, Jesus was teaching and sharing the 

good news, healing the sick, touching the lonely, feeding the 

hungry, and helping the poor.  On the day before His death, He 

held a last supper  celebrating the Passover Feast, at which He   

foretold His death. 

In lieu of flowers an offering will be received which will be 

designated for Solon Retirement Village Hospice Care Pro-

gram. 

 

April 5, Easter: “Sonrise” Service at 7:30 a.m. with 

bells and special music. Christ is risen! He is risen 

indeed! In the past we have had an ecumenical 

Sunrise Service. Last year, the ecumenical team 

chose for our congregations to worship together 

on Good Friday. So, the Session decided that we 

will have a Sonrise service with breakfast. Be sure 

to invite your neighbors and friends who would 

like to attend an early morning Easter service.   

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEAR ELY 

11100 Spanish Road, Ely, Iowa 52227 

All are welcome. Breakfast will be made-to-order 

omelets following the short worship time. 

 

9:30 a.m. Service with Holy Communion:  Parable of 

the Wise and Foolish Builders: In this parable, 

when a storm hits, the house built on the rock  

remains while one built on sand is washed away. 

On Easter we are reminded that we build our lives 

on Christ the cornerstone.  

 

April 12: Holy Humor Sunday.  We laugh at the 

face of evil in this world as we know who ultimate-

ly has the last laugh through Christ our risen Lord. 

Bring an anecdote or humorous story to share. 

 

Scholarships 
Scholarships are available for post high school 

study for any member of the congregation. This a  

long tradition of the church based on the vision 

and gift of George  Motycka. Scholarship forms are 

available for the Motycka and Pokorny Scholar-

ships.  

 

Check with the church office or contact Pat      

Kilberger at  846-2418. All applications must be 

returned by June 1, 2015, whether for summer 

school, fall semester or spring 2016 semester.  
 

CAMP WYOMING DAY 

Saturday, May 30 

Camp Wyoming is planning an event for everyone 

on May 30. Mark your calendars. The event runs 

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Come on your own 

schedule.  

 For Families: open house  

 For adults: volunteer project opportunities, 

hike, rest, eat, enjoy music 

 For kids: counselor planned activities 

 For all: lunch 

Plan to attend for a couple of hours or 

spend all day. Volunteer! Play!  
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Session Notes from February 
 Worship attendance in January averaged 

80 people. 

 Membership as of January 31, 2015: 218 

after the death of James Howell on     

January 19, 2015. 

 Motion approved to receive Dan and Ra-

chel Manders into the membership of the 

church. 

 Motion approved for the baptism of 

Brooks Marshall Bielefeld, son of mem-

bers Travis and Jen Bielefeld on May 17, 

2015, 

 Motion approved treasurers report. 

 One Great Hour of Sharing Lent offering 

discussed. 

 Updating church information of members 

and households discussed. 

 History Committee to tackle projects for 

the Czech and Slovak Genealogy Society 

gathering in Cedar Rapids in October 

2015. 

 Youth Report: anticipated cost of Mon-
treat Conference this summer: $800-900 

per person. Youth Breakfast donations 

totaled $248.26 after expenses. The 

Souper Bowl of Caring donation totaled 

$288.11 to Mission of Hope. 

 Discussion of grant proposal to Lilly En-

dowment National Clergy Renewal Pro-

gram for pastor sabbatical grant. 

 

 
 From the Pastor 

Country Store Proceeds from the Soup Supper 

are donated each year. For the 2014 Store, $496 

has been donated to the Youth Group Fund and 

$496 to the Helping Hands Ministry. The Youth 

Group intends to use this donation to help fund 

its summer ministry, mission, and education ex-

perience to Montreat Conference Center in late 

July. There, the students will be involved in wor-

ship, workshops, events, and activities to deepen 

their faith and their growth as disciples of Christ.  

The Helping Hands Ministry is located in Cedar 

Rapids and its focus (as defined by its website) is: 

  

To serve people with limited material assistance on 

an emergency basis, helping with rent, utilities, and/or 

supportive services and advocacy. Our staff and vol-

unteers help the client to prioritize needs and work 

with community agencies and funding sources to 

meet those needs. Our staff offers someone to talk 

to; someone to share concerns with; someone to en-

courage reaching goals and then rejoice in those ac-

complishments. 

Our mission is to provide emergency material assis-
tance, referrals, and / or supportive ministry to per-

sons in emergency need in collaboration with local 

agencies and faith communities in Linn County. We 

recognize that, to be healthy and whole, all of the 

basic needs of the client must be met, including: 

physical, mental, emotional, social and spiritual. 

May these gifts, as well as all of the special offer-

ings and projects that we support (One Great 

Hour of Sharing, Souper Bowl of Caring, Food 

Pantry of Linn County—just to name a few) be 

blessed by God. May they continue to share the 

love of God through the good news of Jesus 

Christ in our neighborhoods, community, and 

world. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Julie 

 

 

Welcome,  

Manders Family!  

 

New members Dan 

and Rachel Manders 

and their children, 

Ashleigh and Jacob 

joined our congre-

gation in March.  
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* * *  SOUP SUPPER ANNOUNCEMENTS * * * 

By Joanne Chadima 

First of all, get out your calendars and cell phones to mark the date of our 2015 Soup Supper: Saturday, 

October 17, 4-7 p.m.  Co-chairpersons will be Joanne Chadima and Matt Zacek  (THANKS, Matt!) The 

change that we are entertaining is that the Country Store might be more successful if we included a silent 

auction. Start thinking about this prospect, and be aware that someone would need to head up the collec-

tion of items.  If you are that person – just let us know right away. 

 

Czechoslovak Genealogical Society  

International Convention in Cedar Rapids 

The week following our Soup Supper, plans have been made to include our historical church and cemetery 

on the tours proceeding that weekend.  A presentation will be given on the importance of our church in the 

history of Czechs in the area.   

 

We will bake kolaches, and those on the tour may drop in to take part in the baking as an informal Kolach 
Kamp.  The kolach bakers have been asked and have agreed to do this.  The exact details will be forthcom-

ing. In anticipation of the tour – we should schedule some cleaning and sprucing up of our church and 

grounds.  Please take note of dates and times (to be determined) that you can help out.  If you have ques-

tions, or want to help with anything, Soup Supper or CGSI Tour, just let Joanne or Matt know.   

 

                                                               Youth Ministry 
The Youth prepared a meal for the “Our Table to Yours” Ely Congregate meals program on Monday, 

March 16.  We met Teri, the program director, who shared with us how the program works, who attends 

these meals, and identified their greatest needs.  We made tater tot casserole and salad for the meal, and the 

youth baked chocolate chip cookies to share. Youth enjoyed the experience and we plan to help Our Table 

to Yours as an on-going mission project.    

Youth also helped with an Easter egg hunt for the Sunday School classes.  Many of the eggs contained clues 

about Holy Week, and Youth assisted in sharing the Holy Week story with the younger kids.   

Thank you to everyone who ordered an Easter lily to decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday service.  Re-

member that Lilies can be taken home April 5 after Easter services, or donated to a homebound member.  If 

you would like to suggest someone who might need a special Lily, or if you are interested in helping deliver, 

please let Angie know!  

In April, Youth will participate in 30 Hour Famine.  Please ask any youth for more information about 30 Hour 

Famine, or if you are interested in donating to fight hunger worldwide. Youth will be fundraising on April 12 

during youth group time: adult drivers are needed for this effort.  The 30 Hour famine overnight and fast will 

be April 24-25, and adult drivers will be needed on Saturday for our community service project.  We will con-

clude 30 Hour Famine with a potluck celebration at 6:00 pm on Saturday.   

    April Youth Calendar 

Sunday, April 5: HAPPY EASTER! 

(no Sunday School or Youth Group) 

Saturday, April 25: 30 Hour Famine continued until 6 pm. Break 

the Fast Potluck at 6 pm 

Sunday, April 12: 10:45-11:30 am Sunday 

School; 6:00 pm Second Sunday Supper 

6:30-8:30pm Youth Group  

Sunday, April 26: 10:45-11:30 am Sunday School; 6:30-8:30 pm 

Youth Group  

Sunday, April 19: 10:45-11:30 am Sunday 

School; 6:30-8:30pm: Youth Group Jr/Sr High 

 

Friday, April 24: 8:00 pm 30 Hour Famine 

overnight 

Save the dates:  Approx. July 17th-26th: 2015  

Montreat Youth Conference   



 

 

WINTER WEATHER? If bad weather threatens, check KCRG TV9 by 8:30 a.m. for a cancellation  
notification, check for an email from the church office, or check www.elypres.org.    

 

 

 

 

Sunday Coffee Hour 

Using washable cups during 

Coffee Hour each week is an 

environmentally friendly thing 

to do. Please be a friend to 

others and wash your cup well 

with hot, soapy water when 

you’re finished.  

Thank you! 

Children’s Sunday School Schedule 
Each Sunday, children meet in the sanctuary at 10:45 a.m. for opening and then 

break into groups for class time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Adult Sunday School Forum 

Adult Sunday School Forum  begins at 11:00 a.m. in the church living 

room. After Easter, we will continue our study of the Letter to the      

Ephesians: No Longer Strangers. 

 April 12: A Dwelling Place for God (2:11–22)   

 April 19: The Mystery (3:1–21) 

 April 26: A Life Worthy of Your Calling (4:1–16)  

 May 3: The Way You Learned Christ (4:17—5:20)  

 May 10: Reverence for Christ (5:21—6:9)  

 May 17: Pray, Pray, Pray (6:10–24) 
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Ages 2 – Preschool  Grades Kindergarten – Grade 6  

April 5: No Sunday School  No Sunday School  

April 12:   God Promise to No-

ah,  Genesis 6:13-22   

Come and Have Breakfast,             

John 21:1-14 

April 19:   We Can Depend on 

God, Genesis 8:6–12; 9:13   

Jesus Gives Peter a job to do, John 

21:15-19  

April 26:   God’s Promise to Us, 

Luke 2:22–33  

Jesus Ascends into Heaven,           

Acts 1:1-11  

Vacation Bible School? Yes! Yes! Yes!  

Stay tuned for dates and details to come. 

The Children’s Choir performs monthly during worship. This photo was 

taken on March 22, 2015. They are led by Choir Director Dawn Zacek. 


