
 

 

  The Salt Shaker  

 

September Worship Schedule 

 
Aug. 31: Labor Day weekend: Matthew 16:21-28, 

Mandate 

Sept. 7: Communion, Breakfast /Sunday School 

Open House; Matthew 18:15-20, Grace 

Sept. 14: Official Start of Sunday School, Romans 

13:8-14, Textbooks 

Sept. 21: Romans 14 :1-2,  Vegans 

Sept. 28: Philippians 2:1-13, 2114 

 

 

From the Pastor 
1958: The date on the cornerstone plaque marking 

the addition to the church building. 

 

50+ years ago First Presbyterian Church was called 

the First Bohemian Moravian Brethren Church. The 

congregation had finished a major building project 

including the expansion of the sanctuary, rebuild of 

the kitchen, and addition of classrooms and bath-

rooms. Sunday School was hopping. Worship was 

full. The choir was a powerhouse. The “barn” was 

THE site for youth and young adult activities. 

No one knew what the future held, but, the congre-

gation firmly understood that God held their future 

together. 

Over the decades, music ministries have needed 

additional space for contemporary music supplies, 

bell choir items, files, and robes. Other groups have 

expanded their physical needs of the church building 

too. The History Committee now utilizes most of 

the old church office space. The current church of-

fice is now in the old pastor’s study. The ladies 

bathroom is in the old library room. The elevator 

sits in the back corner of the sanctuary. Pews have 

been removed from the front of the sanctuary in 

order for music groups and other worship presen-

tation to have room. A proofer sits in the Fellow-

ship Hall. (“What is a “proofer’?” you say…it is a 

cabinet that raises kolach dough and keep food 

items warm for large meal events…I digress.) These 
are just some of the examples of adaptations of 

spaces in the church for church life, fellowship, and 

activity. 

Now, we are in the second phase of visioning con-

cerning the ministry and mission of the church. We 

are taking stock of our stewarding responsibilities; 

adjusting current spaces and practices to fit in with 

the needs as they are; and, preparing to do what is 

necessary and faithful in creating other options for 

our usefulness to God and the community of faith. 

We are seeking God’s vision of what we are to do 

as God’s church family in this time and in this place 

and for the next fifty+ years of worship and church 

life in our community. 

Please pray for Building Visioning Task Force as they 

do the work charged to them by the Session. En-

courage them. Support their efforts. May we all 

glimpse a vision of greater service and devotion of 

ourselves individually and ourselves together as the 

Task Force seek God’s will. It is a challenging thing 

to be visionary. 

More to come… 

 In Christ,  

Pastor Julie  

 

First Presbyterian Church Near Ely, 11100 Spanish Road, Ely, Iowa 52227 

319-848-4624   www.elypres.org 

SEPTEMBER 2014 
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August Session Notes 

The Session of Elders viewed a video from our 

insurance carrier on risk management. 

There will be a “Welcome Back to Sunday 

School” breakfast September 7th   which will be 

sponsored by the Youth Group and the Fellow-

ship Committee. 

The Session approved the purchase from the 

Maintenance Fund of a SCAG 8787 commercial 

grade mower. 

The Session approved new acoustical ceiling and 

high efficiency T-8 fluorescent lamps be installed 

on the first floor (excluding the sanctuary) and 

that the cooling vents and return registers be 

lowered to fit from Memorial Funds. 

The Session approved replacement of 17 old 

basement windows with Energy Star double pane 

glass and trim to match existing basement win-

dows to be funded by the Memorial Fund.  

The Welcome and Evangelism Committee and 

Kolach Kares will be hosting a booth at the Ely 

Fall Festival as well as making a donation.        

Kolaches will be individually available for free and 

packages of six will be available for a donation to 

the Ely Congregate Meals program. 

This year the youth group will have break out 

times for older and younger youth during evening 

meeting times. This will allow for separate activi-

ties to keep both groups engaged and growing. 

A defibrillator machine for the church will be se-

lected and installed by the Mortensen family in 

memory of Nancy.   

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry Sunday 

 The next Food Pantry Sunday is September 7.  

The congregation is invited to bring nonperish-

able items to worship, then these items are 

shared with the food bank. How much food have 

we donated to the Linn Area Food Bank in the 

first six months of 2014?  187 pounds! The Linn 

Area Food Bank can always use the following sta-

ples:  

 canned corn, green beans, peas 

 canned fruit, applesauce 

 canned pork and beans 

 canned soup 

 canned tuna 

 canned meat 

 peanut butter 

 instant mashed potatoes 

 instant pudding 

 pasta 

 pasta sauce 

 mac and cheese 

 box cereal 

 corn muffin mix 

 pancake mix 
 toilet paper  

 bar soap 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Youth Schedule  
September 2014 

 
Sunday, Sept 7: 7 am: Muffin Baking  

10:45-11:30 am: Sunday School 
6:30-8:30 pm: Youth Group Jr/Sr high  

Sunday, Sept 14: 6 pm: Second Sunday Supper 

6:30–8:30 pm: Youth Group 
Sunday, Sept 21: 10:45-11:30 am: Sunday 
School/ 6:30-8:30 pm: Youth Group Jr/Sr high 
Wednesday, September 24: 7am: See You At 
The Pole at Point/8:00 am: See You At The Pole 
at PHS 
Sunday, September 28: 10:45-11:30am: Sun-
day School/6:30-8:30: Youth Group 
Sunday, October 5: 8:00 am: Especially for You 
Race (we will make it back in time for church) 
 10:45-11:30am: Sunday School 
 6:30-8:30: Youth Group Jr/Sr high 
 



 

 

 

Booth at Ely Fall Fest 

We plan to have a booth at the Ely Fall Fest on 

Saturday, September 27, and will need volun-

teers to man 2-hour shifts during the morning 

and afternoon.  We will promote our church 

and advertise the soup supper by giving a ko-

lach and a "save-the-date" card to the public.   

Plates of 6 kolaches will be available for a do-

nation of $5.00, the proceeds going to Ely 

Congregate Meals "Our Table to Yours" pro-

ject that we are supporting along with St. John 

Lutheran Church.  Families with children are 

welcome to volunteer.  

Ladies Night Out 

Ladies Night Out for the month of September 

will be Monday, September 22 at 6:30 p.m. at 

LAVA Fusion restaurant on Blairsferry Rd in 

the strip mall across from Peck’s Garden Cen-

ter. Let Jennie Netolicky know if you plan to 

attend; carpooling can be arranged. 

 

Music Notes 

Choir rehearsals resumed in August, but it’s 

never too late for you to  take part! All voices 

are welcome to adult choir. Rehearsals are 

7:30 p.m. Wednesdays. Bell choir rehearsals 

are 6:15 p.m. each Wednesday. See Stephanie 

Corkran or Sharon F u r l e r 

for more information. 

 

Thank you to all who p r o -

vided special music t h i s 

summer. We enjoyed v o c a l , 

strings, horns, solos, groups, and more! Thank 

you for enhancing worship with your talents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarship Awards 

The Session awarded a Motycka Scholarship 

for the 2014/2015 school year to the following 

students:  

Paige Buresh, Univ. of Dubuque  

Taylor Buresh, Univ. of Dubuque,  

Austin Hamilton, Univ. of Dubuque 

Leslie Harder, Iowa State University 

Kenton Hofer, University of Iowa  

Ben Mineck, Coe College 

Hailee Reist, Wartburg College,  Audrey 

Ternus, DMACC/University of Iowa.  

In addition, the Pokorny Scholarship was 

awarded to Leslie Harder. 

 

Mission News 

Thank you to everyone who participated in 

the Pentecost offering on June 8th. We gave a 

total of $480 for ministries with youth and 

youth adults.  Forty percent of what we col-

lected went to YouthPort, our choice of pro-

gram working with children at risk. 

 

The CROP walk is scheduled for Sunday, Oc-

tober 5. More information to come in  Sunday 

bulletins.   

 

I also wish to share a big Thank You from Pas-

tor Erika at St. John Lutheran Church for our 

congregation’s gift of $345 for the Ely Congre-

gate Meals Project, Our Table to Yours. 

 

Progress: A view of the new sidewalk at the 

north entrance. This was one of MANY summer 

property projects. 
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Sunday School For All Ages 

The Sunday School Open House is September 7, 10:45-11:30 a.m. Parents and students, come and visit 

with the class teachers, get comfortable in the Sunday School rooms, do some student activities, stories, 

and projects. Then, outside (weather permitting.) We hope to see you there! 

      

Adult Sunday School: SINGING THE UNSUNG 

In September we begin a DVD and Discussion Series reflecting on the theology of 
the church’s song and plug into to the movement of Iona ecumenism, social jus-
tice, healing, reconciliation, and the renewal of worship in our church. 
Sundays 11:00 a.m. September 14 – November 23 

Why We Sing 
What We Sing 
Congregation as Choir 
Improving Congregational Singing 
The Thin Place that is Iona 
Christian Music Around the World 
Why We Worship 
Becoming the Body of Christ 
Living the Gospel 
 

September 7 

KICK OFF 

Preschool Room (downstairs 

at bottom of stairs) 

Elementary Rooms (downstairs 

at bottom of stairs, upstairs in 

northwest classroom 

Youth (grades 7-

12) in youth 

room 

Adult: no SS today 

September 14 God chooses Abraham 1 Filled with the Holy Spirit    Singing the Unsung 1 

  

September 21 Abraham and Sarah 2 God creates people 1   Singing the Unsung 2 

September 28 Isaac 3 Cain and Abel 2   Singing the Unsung 3 

October 5 Rebekah and Isaac 4 Jacob tricks Esau 3   Singing the Unsung 4 

Backpack Blessings: A beautiful outdoor worship service 

was held on the lawn west of the church under the oaks on 

August 17. We gathered in lawn chairs surrounded by 

God’s beauty. Many children brought backpacks and school 

bags to worship that day for a special blessing to begin the 

academic year. Below, the children cross their arms for the 

“Pretzel Prayer” led by Pastor Julie. 
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YOUTH NEWS   

Our report this month features our Mission Trip to Colorado, and we 

hope all of you were able to join us on Sunday, August 24 for our 

extended report on Youth Sunday.  Here are some highlights: 

We stayed in a church in North Platte, NE and worshipped there 

on Sunday.  

We arrived in Loveland and were greeted with a neighborhood 

outreach carnival hosted by the church where we stayed. 

We had the opportunity to share our flood experience with a community looking for some hope after 

their flood. 

 We worked outside and inside to bless this community in need and give Glory to God. 

We discovered that even the smallest jobs make a big difference to those in need. 

We spent time on riverbanks, on top of mountains, in grassy places, and floating on rivers - always 

reminded of the beauty of God’s creation.  

We worked, played, served, laughed, sang, prayed, and studied as a team. 

We gathered with a Colorado Youth Group who had just finished a mission trip for an evening of  

pizza and fellowship. 

 And my hope for each of the “Mission Trippers” is that together and as individuals, we grew closer 

to Jesus.  

Thank you to everyone who supported this trip with their prayers, thoughts, actions, and financial sup-
port!!  BIG Thank you to Bill Serbousek for chaperoning this group, helping with the driving, and being a 
wonderful historian with picture taking!!    

Back to school means back to Sunday School, too. We will meet 10:45-11:30 am in the Youth room to 
study and dive into the Word. Starting in September, the first and third Sundays we will split Junior and 
Senior high Youth group into separate study groups.  We will continue Second Sunday Supper, and invite 
youth families to join these events! 

Students are encouraged to participate in SEE YOU AT THE POLE day on Wednesday, September 24, at 
7:00 a.m. (or an hour before school begins). All around the globe, in every time zone, students will be 
gathering at their flagpoles, praying for their school, friends, families, churches, and communities. SEE 
YOU AT THE POLE is a day committed to global unity in Christ and prayer for your generation. I will be 
present at the Prairie events, and I need some other adult helpers to inquire about SYATP at other 
schools represented by our Youth.  Please let me know if you are interested in helping. 

Finally, the youth are planning to participate in the Especially for You Race on Sunday, October 5th at 
8am.  More details will be sent to youth families. Thanks to all who continue to support and pray for our 

youth program! ~ Blessings, Angie 

See Page 2 for the September youth calendar  

 



 

 

2014 Tractor Ride Review  

by Terry Zahradnik 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2014 Church 

Tractor Ride a success! This year’s ride took us through the 

scenic country region west of Swisher.  Fifty-seven tractor 

drivers, six people riding on buddy seats, and nineteen wagon 

riders participated. Twenty-two people joined us for the noon 

meal.  A total of one hundred four people were at the noon 

meal, which was held in the fellowship hall of our church.  

Ruzicka’s Catering from Solon, Iowa, prepared the delicious 

meal of roast beef, chicken breasts, party potatoes, baked 

beans, coleslaw and rolls.  This year our noon meal was 

served after the ride was over. This gave the participants time to visit and relax.   

 

A special thank you to the Kolache Kamp Team for baking those amazing kolaches.  You ladies are the 

best!  Drivers and guests devoured almost forty-five dozen kolaches.  We heard comments like “How many 

kolaches can I eat for thirty-five dollars?" and “I am so full, but I just have to have one more kolache.”  One par-

ticipant took two different flavors of kolaches and sandwiched them together and ate them that way!   

 

A very special thank you to Barb & Carl Zahradnik, Karen Zacek, Jennie Netolicky, and Pat Kilberger for 

helping to set up, clean up, pack up, and make lemonade and ice tea.  I was unable to make my dough and 

fillings this year and so a special thanks to Barb Zahradnik, Karen Zacek and Viola Zahradnik who volun-

teered to cover those items for me.  Thank you to the traffic control team of George and Dan Chadima, 

Todd Eadie, Everett Williams and Brian Thompson.  Thanks so much to the Four Czechs and Bill          

Serbousek for the music they played during the noon meal. Other folks who helped to make this ride a 
success were the Zahradniks: Norm, Bob, Jerry, Carl, Doug and Adam. Thank you to Jim Serbousek who 

contacted Monsanto for the use of their porta potties.  Also thank you to Pastor Julie Schuett for the 

meaningful blessing sent by texting that blessed our noon meal. 
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Financial break down of the 2014 Tractor Ride:     

 Income =     $2,890.00  

 Expenses =     $1,239.89  

 Proceeds=      $1,650.11 



 

 


