
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  From the Pastor 

I was reading an article titled “10 Life 

Guiding Decisions" out of curiosity 

of what the author might include as 

important and what might not have 

made the cut. In it, author Todd Smith gives ad-

vice about making good choices. Most of us 

know how to make good choices. Whether or 

not we follow our own intuition/gut or as we say 

around church—the nudging of the Holy Spirit. 

In the past month, our worship has been driven 

by the sixth chapter of the Gospel of John. In it, 

we have looked at again how Jesus is truly the 

one who nourishes our lives and where we find 

our spiritual center. Smith says: 

There's no denying the fact that our lives are a mirror 

image of the decisions we make. Sure there may be 

a rare exception -- such as a major health challenge -

- but in the big picture of life, we are where we are 

today based on the decisions we made in the yester-

days. 

The key to living a happy and fulfilling life is to make 

wise decisions; decisions about where you live and 

work; decisions in how you treat and interact with 
others; decisions about how you spend money and 

handle difficult situations. But perhaps the most im-

portant of all is where you are leading your life. 

(Underlining is mine.)    

1. What is important to me today?  

2. What should be important to me?  

3. What do I want my life to look like? When you 

look 5, 10, 20, or 30 years into the future, what do 

you want your life to look like? What do you want to 

be doing with your time? Where do you want to be 

living? 

4. What do I want my days to look like? What type 

of daily routines would you enjoy? From the time you  

get up to the time you go to bed, what do you want the 

typical day to look like? 

5. What would I enjoy the most? Where's your passion?  

6. What are my greatest strengths?  

7. In what areas do I have extensive knowledge?  

8. What's the greatest value I offer to the market?  

9. How much money do I want to make?  

10. What would my criteria be in selecting something 

new to do?  

When you examine your answers to these ques-

tions, perhaps you find that you are exactly where 

you being called to be. Perhaps, there is a prompt-

ing of the Spirit that is leading you. Perhaps, there 

is a discontent or disconnect. Perhaps there is a 

satisfaction that is good and godly. 
 

Whether you are midlife, just starting out as you 

interview for your first “real job,” or are counting 

the days of retirement, it is valuable to take a count 

of the time you have. The place that you have. The 

value of your days. This is perhaps the greatest ac-

counting of personal stewardship. This is perhaps 

the place where Jesus’ bread fulfills our life and our 

life answers the divine call. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Julie      Article at: http://tinyurl.com/4n5gzwa  

  The Salt Shaker  
SEPTEMBER 2015 

First Presbyterian Church Near Ely, 11100 Spanish Road, Ely, Iowa 52227 

319-848-4624   www.elypres.org 

Adult Summer Bible 

Study group met weekly 

in Ely to study and dis-

cuss the book, “I Came 

to Love You Late,” by 

Joyce Landorf.       
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CROP WALK 

The CROP Walk will be Oct. 4 at 

1:00 p.m. at the Ely City Park Trail. 

We join our efforts with Shueyville 

United Methodist Church and Ely St 

John Lutheran to support a particular 

water project that is sponsored by 

the CROP Walk this year: On the 

island of West Timor in Indonesia, hunger isn’t just an 

occasional discomfort. Here, hunger has its own sea-

son. Without adequate access to water, families strug-

gle during the dry season to produce enough food and 

provide their families with enough to eat.  But you can 

change that. For example: 

•$600 is enough to educate a village about the dangers 

of water-borne diseases and ways to prevent them. 

 

•$2,000 is enough to provide 10 families with safe wa-

ter, household latrines and improved sanitation. 

 

•$3,000 is enough to improve sanitation for an entire 

village by providing latrines and hygiene knowledge. 

 

Look for more information in the September bulletin 
announcement inserts and in “Minute for Mission.” 

Folders and fundraising sheets will be available soon at 

church. 

September Worship Schedule 
September 6, Labor Day Weekend: Mark 7:24-37, 

Arguing with Jesus 

September 13: Holy Communion and Sunday School 

Kick-Off: Psalm 1, Streams 

September 20: Mark 9:30-37, Childish or childlike 

September 27: Esther, An Unexpected Tale 

October 4: World Wide Communion and CROP 

Walk, Mark 10:2-16 

SOUP SUPPER VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

Fall is just around the corner and that means it's 

time for our Chicken Noodle Soup Supper!!  Jodie 

Chadima will be the volunteer coordinator again 

this year and will need any updates to your e-mail 

addresses.  Please e-mail the church office 

(office@elypres.org) to add or update your e-mail 

address.  Again we will be using the Sign Up Geni-

us tool to coordinate all volunteer time 

slots.  Please see Jodie if you do not have internet 

access and let her know what position and time 

slot you prefer.  If anyone is interested in mentor-

ing Jodie or assisting Jodie this year, please let her 

know.  jschadima@southslope.net. 



 

Planning &   

Implementation of 

 The Barn 

Items discussed at the initial August meeting: 

1. Recruit additional members   

2. Review handouts of current/past work 

3. Look to area building sites to gather infor-

mation about their success, regrets etc.  

4. Create a priority list for building. 

5. Create a time line. 

5. Further investigate contractors. 

Conversation will continue in the coming months 

culminating in contract proposals to the Session 

and congregation. 

  COUNTRY STORE 

We are going to try something new this year in the Country Store. How about preparing  a 

basket for a silent auction? Such as:  anything you love to do! For example, I will make a bas-

ket for pies: Order 4 pies during the year baked by Joanne (Joanne Chadima, that is).  I will 

list the flavor options.  Pies need to be ordered a week in advance. Maybe another idea is a basket of 6 

different flavored cookies. Be creative! Focus on a hobby, a pastime, a treat, or anything fun.  

Be creative! We will make a list of baskets to entice those attending. Ideas for this project are welcome. 

See Joanne Chadima or Matt Zacek with questions and ideas. 

mailto:office@elypres.org


 

 

P A G E  3  

         65th ANNUAL CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP & KOLACH SUPPER 

Saturday, October 17, 2015 , 4-7 p.m. 

 

October will always mean Soup Supper time to me.  I hope you are all saving the date to participate in this 

special church event.  It is one of just two church-wide fund raisers we host each year. Money raised at the 

soup supper will help support programs at our church. 

How can you help?  The most important thing is that we need your help on October 17. A project this large 

requires everyone’s help.  You can sign up electronically using Sign-Up-Genius.  You will receive an email 

from Jodie Chadima inviting you to volunteer (see page 2). Follow the instructions for Sign Up Genius to sign 

up for your favorite spot – if possible, sign up for both shifts as we might be short of help.  We especially 

need table servers.  Contact Jodie Chadima, if you do not have e-mail. 

FOOD:  We really need lots of food to feed the 450-500 people we expect to serve.  Please plan on pre-

paring a pot of chicken noodle soup, bring it hot to the church.  Please plan to bring kolaches, if at all possi-

ble.  Please label your container with kolach flavor(s). 

 

OPPORTUNITES FOR BAKING KOLACHES WITH A GROUP: 

At our church kitchen:  Friday, October 16, early a.m. until done and Saturday, October 17, early a.m. 

until noon.   

 

Or bake at your home – helpful as only so many dozens can go through the couple ovens at the church. 
If you cannot bake, but wish to donate fillings, please leave fillings in our kitchen.  I will be traveling to Kalona 

to pick up supplies in early October.  If you want me to pick up supplies for you, please let me know.  .       

 

ALSO NEEDED:  celery and carrots, cleaned and cut; pickles, and fresh flowers for the table decorations. 

 

ADVERTISING:  please plan to get a yard sign to place at your home or business.  Monica Bailey is in 

charge – signs will be located by the elevator in the basement. Posters will be available in September to place 

in your business or wherever you think people would notice. Pass out save the date cards to people you 

know – spread the word! 

We can pre-sell tickets to those of you who might want to give a ticket as a gift.  Find all materials at our 

upstairs mail box station or in the basement after church. 

SET UP:  We will start setting up the church on Sunday, October 11, after Sunday School - helpers 

needed to lift heavy tables and move chairs. We will also set up the dining area on Wednesday, October 

14, at 6:30 p.m. Recipes: www.elypres.org/soup_supper_recipes.pdf Tips for kolach baking: 

www.elypres.org/soup_supper_tips.pdf  (It is preferred that you use a church recipe for the Supper.) 

ENTERTAINMENT:  We are so lucky to have the Iowa Accordion Club play in the sanctuary while visi-

tors wait for their meals.  It sure adds to the festive atmosphere.  They will begin about 3:30 and play until 6.  

The River Bottom Ramblers will entertain from 6-7. 

  Joanne K. Chadima and Matt Zacek, Event Co-Chairs 
Let’s enjoy serving our community with great food and fellowship!  

 

 

http://www.elypres.org/soup_supper_recipes.pdf
http://www.elypres.org/soup_supper_tips.pdf
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Church office hours resume 

a much more consistent 

schedule beginning after   

Labor Day which will include 

Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 

Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 

noon. 

 

 

           Congratulations! 
Dave and Amy Mckelvy welcomed their second baby, Karly Kay 

Mckelvy, on August 19, 7 lbs. 14 oz. and 21 inches. 

 

Christian Education 
Sunday School Open House on September 13, at 10:45-11:30 a.m. Parents 

and students are invited to come and visit with the class teachers, get com-

fortable in the Sunday School rooms, do some student activities, stories, 

and projects. Then, outside (weather permitting.) 

 

This year classes will be divided into these groups: 

 Toddlers (2 and 3’s) in the playroom. 

 PreK-K in the lower level northwest classroom 

 Grades 1-4 in the upper level northwest classroom 

 Grades 5-7 in the manse living room 

 Grades 8-12 in the youth room 

 

On September 20, at 10:45 a.m., Children 7th grade and under begin in the 

sanctuary for Sunday School opening then proceed to classrooms 

(Children in 4th grade and below, please sit in the choir loft. Students in 

grades 5-7 please sit in the front row of the pews.) Grades 8-12 will meet 

in the youth room. 

 

This fall the Sunday School students will hear about children in 

Thailand and their connections with elephants. Many children in 
Thailand have never heard about Jesus. Part of our commit-

ment will be in collecting coins to buy Thai Bibles that are writ-

ten at a children’s reading level to share with children in Thailand. Our 

children will decorate elephant coin banks and bring them home for the 

semester. Other educational moments will be shared during video presen-

tations a couple of times this semester during worship. 

 

Adult Sunday School 
Adult Sunday School class will be studying the book of Revelation. Jodie 

Chadima is taking a class this year and will be leading our discussion on 
Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. beginning September 20. 

 

Church Scholarships 

The Session has awarded a Motycka Scholarship for the 2015/2016 school 

year to the following students: Autumn Arnold, Kirkwood Community 

College; Paige Buresh, University of Dubuque; Taylor Buresh, University of 

Dubuque; Austin Hamilton, University of Dubuque; Leslie Harder, Iowa 

State University; Ben Mineck, Coe College; Hailee Reist, University of   

Iowa; and Mackenzie Serbousek, University of Wisconsin - Whitewater. 
 

Mens Night is Sep 29 at 6:30 p.m. at The Lincoln Café, 1214 8th Ave, 

Belle Plaine. See Steve Schuett or Matt Zacek for details. All guys welcome. 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=SiC1ZnBoq9ol9M&tbnid=wcK-FB33E_Jw0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mothergoose.com%2FClipart%2Fautumn_accents_4.htm&ei=x4ZEUufLIMmyqQHotIGoBQ&bvm=bv.53217764,d.aWM&p
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely  
Tractor Ride 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make the 2015 
Church Tractor Ride a success! This year’s ride took us 
through the scenic region North of Ely.  Sixty tractor 
drivers, seven people riding on buddy seats, and sixteen 
wagon riders participated in the ride.  Twenty-four peo-
ple joined us for the noon meal.  A total of 107 people 
were at the noon meal, which was held in the fellowship 
hall of our church.  Ruzicka’s Catering from Solon, Iowa 
prepared the delicious meal of Swiss steak, chicken 
breasts, party potatoes, baked beans, coleslaw and rolls.  
Our noon meal was served after the ride was over.  
This gave the participants time to visit and relax.   
 
A special thank you to the Kolach Kamp Team Volun-
teers for baking those amazing kolaches.  Ladies and 
men, you are the best!  The Kolach Kamp Crew made 
52 dozen kolaches.  We heard many comments about 
how delicious and these were the best kolaches they 
ever had. I am still convinced that the reason we have 
such a great turnout is because people are coming to 
eat those wonderful kolaches. 
 
A very special thank you to Barb & Carl Zahradnik,   
Brian Thompson, Angie Ehle, Darla Meyer and Pat     
Kilberger for helping to set up, clean up, pack up, and 
make lemonade and ice tea.  I was unable to make my 
dough and fillings this year and so a special thanks to all 
you ladies who volunteered to bring those items.   
Thank you to the traffic control team of Bill & Penny 
Serbousek, George and Dan Chadima, Todd Eadie,   
Steve Schuett and Brian Thompson.  Thanks so much to 
the Three Czechs and Bill Serbousek for the music they 
played during the noon meal. Other folks who helped to 
make this ride a success were the Zahradniks, (Norm, 
Bob, Carl, Doug and Adam. ) Thank you to Jim         
Serbousek who contacted Monsanto for the use of their 
potties. Thank you to Gary & Nona Reyhons for open-
ing their farm for our kolach break.  Also thank you to 
Pastor Julie Schuett for the meaningful blessing at the 
noon meal.  I apologize to anyone who I may have    
forgotten to acknowledge here, but you are very much 

appreciated.   

Break down of the 2015 Tractor Ride was as follows:     

$ Income =     $2,880.00 

Expenses =     $1,373.88 

Proceeds=       $1506.12 

God bless you all for making this a huge success.   

~ Terry Zahradnik 

 

Above: Tractor riders stop for kolaches at the Gary & 

Nona Reyhons farm near Mt Vernon. Below: Janice Ho-

fer’s view on her father’s 1949 Oliver Row Crop 88. 

In August, a wonderful viola double quartet per-

formed during worship. Church member Chris Faltis 

(front right) and all the violists are members of the 

Cedar Rapids Community String Orchestra.  



 

 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!  

With Montreat and Youth Sunday in the rearview, 

I’d like to again thank all those who supported the 

Youth for our Montreat trip, through donations, 

prayers, and support! What a blessing to these 

young people to be surrounded by this congrega-

tion and community of faith. Special BIG Thank 

Yous to Rene, Brian, and Jodie for accompanying 

the youth on this special trip. 

Montreat, for me, was a mix of emptying and fill-

ing… at times I felt physically empty – keeping up 

with teenagers in a grownup’s body can be quite 

challenging!  Keynote speakers and worship each 

day was spiritually filling.  Here are some notes I 

made: 
God has an expectation for your life 

We serve a God who can do abundantly more for us then 

we can do for ourselves. 

Some people would make us feel that faith is something 

that needed to be fixed, converted. 
God can handle our anger, our doubt. God can take it. Be 

honest about what hurts.  

Anyone who tells you that the Christian life is easy is lying 

to themselves, and lying to you. 

Be careful what you say. How you address one anoth-

er. Thoughtless words can be life changing. 

Thank you God for carving out our place in this day. 

When people say things about our stories that are not 

true, God is faithful still.  

Sharing your faith is being real. 

No matter what, God has plans for you - to give you hope 

and future.  

Death and fear will never have the final word; light shines 

in the darkness. 

Don't compromise your beliefs.  

Being right doesn't give you the right to treat others badly.  

Life is a journey to discover who we are, and whose we are. 

When The Lord gives it to you, use it!! 

 

In August, youth presented our Montreat trip to 

the congregation on Youth Sunday, On August 16 

we delivered the “potty” to some unsuspecting 

friends, fundraising for fall events helped in our 

community with Helping Hands projects had 

youth fellowships at the Harder’s and the Buo-

nadonna’s, cleared tables for fundraising on      

August  31  at Pizza Ranch, planned for the 

young kids Halloween Party in October, served 

the congregation as ushers and greeters, 

shared special music during worship, and wel-

comed new 6th and 7th graders to Youth 

Group! 

In September, we look forward to the return 

of Youth Sunday School, and the See You At 

The Pole events.  All around the globe, in every 

time zone, students will be gathering at their 

flagpoles, praying for their school, friends, fami-

lies, churches, and communities. SEE YOU AT 

THE POLE is a day committed to global unity 

in Christ and prayer for the youth’s generation. 

 
As always, if there are any questions or com-

ments about the Youth programs, please feel 

free to contact me at church. Thank youfor our 
youth program! 

 

Blessings, Angie 

 

September Youth Calendar  
Mon, Aug 31:5-9 pm Pizza Ranch Fundraiser 

Sun, Sep 6: 6:30-8:30 pm Youth Group 

Sun, Sep 13: 10:30 am Youth Sunday School; 

6 pm Second Sunday Supper; 6:30–8:30 pm 

Youth Group 

Sun, Sep 20: 10:30am Youth Sunday 

School;6:30-8:30 pm Youth Group  

Wed, Sept 23: 7:00 am See You At The Pole  

Sunday, Sep 27:  10:30am: Youth Sunday 

School; 6:30-8:30: Youth Group 

Dates to Remember 

Friday, Oct 23: 5:30 pm Kids Halloween Party  

Saturday Nov 14: Senior Thanksgiving Meal 

July 18-24, 2016: Triennium for HS Youth 
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Congratulations to Dr. Brenda Mulherin, 

DVM! She is a board certified Veterinary Den-

tist and Oral Surgeon (1 of 144 worldwide). 

She will continue her appointment at Iowa 

State University and will develop a dentistry 

and oral surgery service program there. 
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Church Booth Volunteers at Ely Fall Fest 

The Ely Fall Fest is coming up on Friday and Saturday October 2 and 3.  On Saturday, the 

church will have a booth giving away samples of delicious kolaches as a way to promote and en-

courage  people to come to our Chicken Noodle and Kolach Soup Supper.  It is also a time to 

hand out our  brochures, invite people to come to visit us, and show pride in our church. 

The booth will be located on Rowley Street near the Ely Community Center.  There will be 4 overlapping 

shifts: 8:30 to 10:30;  9:00 to 11:00; 10:30 to 12:30; and 11:00 to 1:00.  We will need a minimum of 8 people, 

2 adults for each shift.  Families with children would be especially welcome to volunteer.  We will also need 

one "runner" to transport kolaches from the church to the booth.  Please contact Barb Horak at church or 

at 848-4074, if you wish to help out. 

 

Volunteer for a couple hours and spend the rest of the day having fun at the Ely Fall Fest.  There are many 

activities for children and adults at Fall Fest.  To see the schedule, go to elyiowa.com/ely_fall_fest.htm 

 

 ~ September 2015 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
  

2 
9:30 Adult Bible Study 

at The Retreat, Ely 

Coffee Shop6:15 pm 

Bell Choir /7:30 pm 

Chancel Choir 

  

3 
  

  

4 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

5 
  

6 
Food Pantry   

Sunday 

  

7 
  

8 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

9 
9:30 Adult Bible Study 

at Ely Coffee Shop6:15 

pm Bell Choir/7:30 

pm Chancel Choir 

  

10 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

11 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

12 
  

13 
Sunday School 

Open House 

Communion 

  

  

14 
  

15 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

16 
9:30 Adult Bible Study 

at The Retreat, Ely 

Coffee Shop6:15 pm 

Bell Choir /7:30 pm 

Chancel Choir 

  

17 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

18 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

19 
  

20 
  

21 
  

22 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

23 
9:30 Adult Bible Study 

at The Retreat, Ely 

Coffee Shop6:15 pm 

Bell Choir /7:30 pm 

Chancel Choir 

  

24 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

25 
Office hours 9-12 

  

  

26 
  

27 
  

  

28 
Ladies Night Out 

6:30 

  

  

29 
Office hours 9-12 

Mens Night 6:30 

  

  

30 
9:30 Adult Bible Study 

at The Retreat, Ely 

Coffee Shop6:15 pm 

Bell Choir /7:30 pm 

Chancel Choir 

  

Ladies Night Out will be Monday, Sep 28 at 

6:30 at Emil’s Hideaway, 222 Glenbrook Dr. SE. 

We are thinking about going to The Old Cream-

ery Theater in Oct, and inviting all church mem-

bers, family and friends. “The Basement Church 

Ladies: The Last  (potluck) Supper” is Oct 8 to 

Nov 8 on Wed, Thu, and Sunday. More to come! 

Have a new email address?       

Let the church know at                   

office@elypres.org 


