
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

Two weeks until the annual Chicken Noodle 

and Kolach Supper. 

Yes, two weeks.  

About mid September, I start praying in great 

sincerity that the event draws us together as a 

church family, and that our friends and neigh-

bors who attend have a great time, and that our 

musicians enjoy the evening, and that every bite 

of our food is just right, and that the whole kit 

and caboodle brings glory to God. 

Is that too much to ask?  

Well, as folks wiser than I would say, "It will 

work out." 

May God bless you as you participate in this 

great church-wide event in whatever capacity 

you are willing. May God bless each person who 

enters our doors and receives our hospitality in 

the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

And, thank you very much for your efforts and 

prayers. 

In Christ, Pastor Julie 

Worship Schedule 

Oct 4: World Wide Communion, Mark 10:2-

16, (Food Pantry Sunday) CROP Walk at 1:00 

Oct 11: Asking God One Question, Part 1: Job 

23:1-9, 16-17 

Oct 18: Asking God One Question, Part 2: 

Mark 10:17-31 

  The Salt Shaker  
OCTOBER 2015 

First Presbyterian Church Near Ely, 11100 Spanish Road, Ely, Iowa 52227 

319-848-4624   www.elypres.org 

      CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP  

          & KOLACH SUPPER 
      SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 

  Serving 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

 Adults $10 

 Children $5 (3-12 yrs.) 

 Kolaches $10 per dozen 
 

Enjoy a delicious meal and live music 

by the Iowa Accordion Club 3:30-5:45 p.m. and 

Riverbottom Ramblers 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

We need your help to rename the “Country 

Store.” If you have an idea, please share it with 

Matt Zacek, Jennie Netolicky or Joanne Chadima 

by Oct. 10. (Read more on page 3.) 

 

CGSI Conference to Visit Us 

Our church is part of a tour hosted by the Czecho-

slovak Genealogy Society International (CGSI) con-

ference in Cedar Rapids, on October 21-24.  

Groups of about 50 people will be coming to our 

church on the mornings of October 21 and 22 to 

view historical displays about our church, visit our 

cemetery, and participate in kolach baking.   

Since this will be immediately following the soup 

supper, it is important for the church to be put 

"back in order" by Wednesday, Oct. 21. We ask all 

members to please do your part. Thank you! 

 ~ History Committee 

 

 

Got 

Soup? 
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Session Notes from August 20, 2015 

June worship attendance averaged 72. July worship at-

tendance averaged 66. Membership as of July 31 was 

218. 

2015 contributions to the general budget total 

$67,278.95 through July. Total general budget income 

was $77,447.24 through July. Total general budget ex-

penditures was $90,878.74. 

6th and 7th graders will begin their Confirmation pro-

gram this school year. 

The microwave in the kitchen will be replaced.  

The CROP Walk will be on October 4. 

The 2015 Lily Endowment National Clergy Renewal 

Program did not approve a sabbatical grant to the 

church and pastor. 

A motion approved to replace the window treatments 

and to fund through memorial funds for the main level 

of the church offices, classrooms, hallway, and music 

rooms. 

A motion approved to accept an offer by north neigh-

bor Tom Brown Jr. to remove the decrepit church 

fence line and replace with tensile fencing. Mr. Brown 

will do the work and the church will pay for a portion 

of the materials. 

The church will be a sponsor of the Ely Fall Fest.  

The History Committee is working on displays and the 

Kolach bakers are working on a Kolach Kamp during 

the 2 onsite tours of the CSGSI (genealogy conference.) 

Both summer outdoor worship services were moved 

indoors due to weather. 

A discussion concerning the Ely meal program resulted 

in need for more information. 

The Planning and Implementation Committee (a task 

force of the Session, responsible for reporting to the 

Session) first met on August 18. Current members in-

clude: Monica Bailey, Phil Huedepohl, Brenda Linde-

mann, Dave Mortensen, George Chadima, Joanne 

Chadima, and chaired by Elder Matt Zacek. The goal of 

the committee is to present and make recommenda-

tions to Session in March/April 2016  





VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

Would you like to volunteer at the soup supper 

on Oct. 17, but you don’t know where to start? 

Email Jodie Chadima at jschadima@southslope.net 

or phone her at 845-7038. Thank you! 



From Linn Community Food Bank 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, Thank you so much 

for contributing $20 and 103 lbs. of food to the Linn 

Community Food Bank during the second quarter of 

2015. We could not operate our food bank without 

the generous support of organizations such as yours. 

 

Dinner Plans With Pals 

Ladies Night Out is a fun evening out for dinner 
at a local eatery on the fourth Monday of the 

month.  All ladies of the church, and their friends, 

are invited. Contact Jennie Netolicky at 848-4712.  

 

Mens Night is Tuesday, October 27 at 

6:30 p.m. Let Steve Schuett or Matt Zacek 

know if you can attend. All men of their 

church are invited to take part in dinner and fel-

lowship. 

 

 

Join us for the CROP Walk on 

Sunday, October 4 at 1:00 p.m. at 

the Ely Park trailhead. Fundraising 

packets are available in the church 

fellowship hall. See Bill Serbousek 

for more details. 

 

Kolach Baking Dates 
Saturday, Oct 3 - Ely Fall Fest 

Friday, Oct 16 - Soup Supper 

Saturday, Oct 17 - Soup Supper 

Wednesday, Oct 21 - CGSI 

Thursday, Oct 22 - CGSI 

Friday, Oct 23 (Breathe a sigh of relief!)  

Halloween Fun! 

Kids are invited to a Halloween Party 

for preschool through 6th graders on Fri-

day, Oct. 23.  Wear a costume, play games 

and have safe fun. Sponsored by the Youth 

Group. 
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            IT’S SOUP SUPPER TIME! 

  

 

 

 

 

We need everyone’s help!  Use our convenient electronic Sign-up Genius 

(most have already received an invitation to sign up by e-mail) or contact Jodie Chadima to select a job at  

845-7038. 

Spread the Word. Pass out Save-the-Date cards, available in the basement.  Place a poster in your place of 

work or a business.  Get presale tickets from Tom Vavra if you want to give a gift of the supper to someone. 

Do you have an idea for sale items you could donate? Some examples are displayed in the basement.  We’ve 

had ideas for a chocolate-themed basket, an ice cream-themed basket, a tender loving care basket. Get crea-

tive and bundle fun items into one basket for our guests to purchase. We will still have kolaches for sale, 

zelniky and rohliky, frozen soup dinners, and other food items that are donated.  We are still exploring how 

to improve our Kolach Room/new ”Country Store” area. If you have an idea for a new name for the 

“Country Store,” please share it with us by October 10. 

Recipes for soup and kolaches are on our web site, and a few copies are in the basement. We also need 

carrots, celery and pickles that are ready for the table, cleaned and sliced.  Some supplies are available 

for purchase in the basement, like noodles.  Tom Vavra collects money for these supplies. 

Wear your church shirt and your church hat (health safety), and wear a smile as we serve our   

community.  If you have an extra church shirt, place it on the coat rack by the mail boxes for others to use.  

It helps our guests identify the helpers. 

Set Up and Preparations 

SET UP:  We will start setting up on Sunday, October 11, after Sunday School.  Helpers are needed to 

lift heavy tables and move chairs. We will also set up the dining area and set up rooms for different assign-

mentes that day. Any other set up will finish on the evening of Wednesday, October 14 at 6:30 p.m.   

PREPARATIONS: Since the Johannas have discontinued, there are a number of jobs that need to be done 

before the soup supper. 1)The big one is to wash all glassware and utensils used for the supper. 2) Things 

also need to be removed from the furnace room and relocated to the nursery. 3) The basement windows 

should be cleaned so that if we need to open them (which is likely), dust doesn’t blow onto the tables.  

Many helping hands are the key to getting this all done – please consider helping in any capacity. 

Soup Supper, Saturday, October 17 is a-comin’!  Let’s make it a good one!!    

Questions, helpful hints,? Contact Joanne Chadima – Matt Zacek, co-chairs      

Got 

Soup? 

THINGS TO DO: 

 Sign up to help 

 Encourage friends, neighbors, relatives, co-workers to attend. 

 Donate to our new “Country Store.” 

 Make soup and kolaches. 

 Enjoy the evening of fellowship with our community !  
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Church Office Hours 

This fall, the church office 

hours are Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, and Fridays 

from 9:00 a.m. to noon. 

     Christian Education 

 Review of the Potential New Building Project 

In 2013, the session created the Building and Grounds Visioning Task Force to 

review and report to the session property and facility improvements that would 

expand our community witness and mission - to share the love and peace of 

Christ. 

One potential option discussed in the report was development of a separate facil-

ity or addition to give more space for youth functions, more room/improvements 

for church functions, and additional storage space.  

The session concluded that more study was needed and created a Property 

Building Vision Task Force to address this research. The project acquired the 

nickname “The Barn,” and a report was submitted to the session on April 17, 

2015. The session directed that a discussion of this report be given to the con-

gregation on May 17, 2015. The session requested that specific data such as de-

sign, construction and costs be researched. A Barn Vision Planning and Implemen-

tation Committee was charged with compiling this information for review. A list 

of goals for the Barn Vision Planning and Implementation Committee was report-

ed in the September, 2015 Salt Shaker newsletter. Work on this request is pro-

ceeding now. 

The Barn Vision Planning and Implementation Committee will gather data and 

look for congregation input on the specifics of the potential project. Please ad-

dress your thoughts to committee members, the Session, and/or Pastor Julie. 

When complete, the specific data on design, construction, and costs will be pre-

sented to the Session for their review. The Session may decide to forward the 

information to the congregation for review, ask for additional information before 

presentation, or table the project.   

  Ages 2-3 PreK -K Grades 1-4 Grades 5-7 

Oct 4 

  

The Lost Sheep 

and Lost Coin 

Luke 15:1-10 

The Lost Sheep 

and Lost Coin 

Luke 15:1-10 

The Lost Sheep 

and Lost Coin 

Luke 15:1-10 

Bible; Is the NT 

more im-

portant than 

the OT? 

Oct 11 

  

The Prodigal Son 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-

32 

The Prodigal 

Son Luke 15:1-

3, 11-32 

The Prodigal Son 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-

32 

Bible: Why are 

there so many 

versions of the 

Bible? 

Oct18, 

after 

Soup 

Supper 

 Four Friends, 

Luke 5:17-26 

 Club Day Club Day Jesus: Was Je-

sus of Nazareth 

God? 

Oct 25 

  

A Ruler from 

Bethlehem Micah 

5:2-5 

A Ruler from 

Bethlehem Mi-

cah 5:2-5 

A Ruler from 

Bethlehem Micah 

5:2-5 

Jesus:  Did Je-

sus know he 

was God? 
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Property News 

In the last several weeks the Property Committee ded-
icated great effort to cleaning the church grounds. A 
big thank you to all the volunteers who gave their time 
and donated equipment to enhance and improve the 
church property. 
The following projects were accomplished in late Au-
gust and September: 
 Both church and manse exteriors were power-

washed. 
 Shrubs were trimmed. 
 Tree branches removed. 
 Landscaping near the north church entrance. (See 

photo below.) 
 Several  tree stumps removed and filled. 
 Church bell maintenance. 
 New window shades installed. (See photo, right.) 
 Solar flag light installation. 
 
Thank you to Alyson Eadie, Misti Huedepohl and Bren-
da Lindemann for their time and researching window 
shades. We are extremely grateful to Brown’s Con-
crete & Backhoe for donating a man lift which made 
many of these projects possible. 
 
Thanks to everyone who serves on the Property 
Committee and the extraordinary time, effort, man-
power, and equipment you generously donate in order 
to make the church property a safe, beautiful, and 

comfortable place to worship.                

 ~ Phil Huedepohl, Property Committee Elder 

 

Congratulations! 
Ben Wieneke was married to Ashley Sheldon on 

Sept. 14, 2015 in Denver, Colorado, where they will 

reside and begin their life together.  Todd & Stepha-

nie Parker are very happy to gain a “daughter” in 

Ashley. Grandparents are Glenn and Sharon Mo-

dracek. May their marriage be a blessing to all! 

Adult Sunday School 
Adult Sunday School meets in the church living 

room and the forum is facilitated by Jodie Chadima. 

The study this year will be on the Book of Revela-

tion. Class begins at 11:00 a.m. October 4 and 25. 

(No class on October 11 nor October 18 due to 

soup supper preparations and clean up.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Adult Bible Study meets 

each Wed. at 9:30-10:30 a.m. in 

Ely at The Retreat Coffee Shop. 

Please join Pastor Julie for coffee, 

conversation and reflection. 

Below: New window shades in church living room; Bottom: 

Bob Zvacek and George Chadima power wash church ex-

terior in September 2015. 

Right: North 

church entrance 

improvements 

occurred over 

the last year. 

Final touches 

include landscap-

ing and planting 

of donated   

hastas from Barb 

Horak. Land-

scaping was 

completed by 

Steve and Daniel 

Schuett, and Jim 

Serbousek. 



 

 

 Youth Group News 

We are back to Sunday School and have begun 

some new things in Youth Group as well.  In Sun-

day School, we are studying the book of Revela-

tion.  We are learning that, from Genesis to Reve-

lation, God is all-powerful and mighty to save.  

Our Youth Room will also receive some renova-

tions: fresh paint and eventually carpet. Thanks to 

Monica Bailey for her design expertise, and Steve 

Schuett for his painting expertise! Come see 

what’s new in the Youth Room (hopefully soon) 

after the soup supper! 

In late August, Youth served at Pizza Ranch for a 

fundraiser; THANK YOU to all who came out for 

dinner that night!  In September, youth provided 

service to our church through ushering, special 

music, hand bell choir, and serving as liturgist.  

Youth Helping Hands worked several projects 

also (see photo below); thank you to those who 

provided project suggestions!     

In October, Youth plan to help with preparing a 

meal for Our Table to Yours at the Ely Communi-

ty Center.  We will be walking in the Breast Can-

cer walk and CROP Walk.  Youth are gathering 
items for a “Cold Weather Fun” themed basket 

for the silent auction at the soup supper. Many 

youth will be serving and helping with the Chicken 

Noodle Soup Supper.  Youth plan to host a Hal-

loween party for elementary kids on Friday, Oct 

23rd, and follow that with a lock-in that night.   

Looking ahead to the remainder of the year, 

Youth plan to host the Senior Thanksgiving meal 

on November 14.  We plan to participate in Op-

eration Christmas Child, also in November.   

Youth have Hy-Vee Coupon Books still available. 

The cost is $10 per book ,and the buyer makes 

that back when redeeming the first Coupon in the 

book.  If you are interested, please let a youth 

member know. 

As always, if there are any questions or comments 

about the Youth programs, please feel free to 

contact me at church, by phone 319-899-1223, on 

Facebook, or email: angelaehle3@gmail.com   

Thanks to all who continue to support and 

pray for our youth program! 

Blessings, Angie 

October Youth Calendar 

Fri, Oct 2:  9-10:30 am Our Table to Yours, 

Ely Community Center 

Sun, Oct 4: 6:45 am Meet at Angie’s for Espe-

cially for You race;10:45-11:30 am Sunday 

School; 1 pm CROP walk; 6:30-8:30pm: Youth 

Group 

Sun, Oct 11: 10:45-11:30 am Help setup 

church for Soup Supper; Time TBA Helping 

Hands at Zacek’s; 6 pm Second Sunday Supper 

at Zacek’s; 6:30–8:30 YG at Zacek’s 

Sat, Oct 17: Help with Soup Supper 

Sun, Oct 18:10:45-11:30 Sunday School; 6:30-

8:30 pm Youth Group 

Fri, Oct 23: 5:30 pm Kids Halloween Party; 

TBA until 8 am Youth Lock-in   

Sun, Oct 25: 10:45-11:30 Sunday School;6:30-

8:30: NO Youth Group 

 

Save the Dates 

November 14: Senior Thanksgiving meal 

July 18-24: Triennium for HS Youth 

Below: Youth members working Helping Hands  projects 

at Norm & Terry Zahradnik’s home in September. 
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Syrian Refugee Crisis  

(from Presbyterian Disaster Relief) 

We are facing the worst refugee crisis since World War II. 

Our grandparents and great-grandparents met countless refugees 

from across the world with compassion and welcome. We must do 

the same. 

The photos coming from the Middle East and Europe are truly heart-

breaking. Over 4 million Syrians are now refugees, seeking safety in countries across the Middle East and Eu-

rope. Another 7+ million are displaced within Syria, forced from their homes due to violence and persecu-

tion. Our values call us to answer the desperate pleas of mothers, fathers and children searching for safety 

and assistance in their darkest hour. You can do so much to help. For more information visit http://

pda.pcusa.org/situation/syria/ 

October 2015 
   
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         1 

Office Hours         
9 –12:00 

 

 2  

Office Hours            
9 –12:00 

 3 Kolach Baking 

Ely Fall Fest 

 4  World Communion 

Food Pantry Sunday 

1:00 CROP Walk 

 5  6  

Office Hours         
9 –12:00 

 7 9:30 Bible Study 

6:15 Bells/7:30 Choir 

 8  

Office Hours         
9 –12:00 

 9  

Office Hours          
9 –12:00 

 10 

 11 

Children’s choir sings 
during worship/ BEGIN 
SET UP FOR SUPPER 

 12  13 

Office Hours         
9 –12:00 

 14 9:30 Bible Study 

6:15 Bells/7:30 Choir 

SET UP FOR 
SOUP SUPPER 

 15 

Office Hours         
9 –12:00 

 

 16  Kolach Baking 

Office Hours          
9 –12:00 

 17 

 Kolach Baking 
Soup Supper 4-7 

 18  

Put Things Right     
Sunday 

 19  20 

Office Hours         
9 –12:00 

 21 9:30 Bible Study 
6:15 Bells/7:30 Choir 
CGSI Tours /Kolach 
Kamp 

 22 Office Hours         
9 –12:00             
CGSI Tours / Kolach 
Kamp 

 23  Office Hours         
9 –12:00 

5:30 Kids         
Halloween Party 

 24 

 25  26 

Ladies Night Out 
6:30 pm 

 27 

Office Hours         
9 –12:00 

Mens Night Out 
6:30 pm 

 28 9:30 Bible Study 

6:15 Bells/7:30 Choir 

 29 

Office Hours         
9 –12:00 

6:30 Session Mtg 

 30 

Office Hours          
9 –12:00 

 31 

1 

Daylight Savings Time 
Ends 

            

   


