
 

 

 The Salt Shaker  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 4      

From the Pastor 
commit: verb 

1: to put into charge or trust: entrust 

2: to obligate or pledge oneself 

devote: verb 

1: to commit by a solemn act 

In this month of November, the church’s 

leadership on the Session looks to wrap up 

2014 with ministry and mission and steward-

ship. We also look forward to 2015.  We are 

about making a difference in this world and 

for each other. We are about committing to 

doing the Lord’s work. But more than that, we 

are devoted to doing it right—with integrity, 

with completion, with a largeness and grand-

ness of God rather than a smallness and 

fearfulness. 

So, which describes your support for the fu-

ture of our church: commitment or devotion? 

May your commitment be more than gate-

keeping and fence watching. 

May your devotion be a total solemn act of 

faith. 

May your giving of volunteering, leadership, 

abilities, talents, and resources represent 

your faith and your support for the future of 

our congregation. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Julie 

 

 

Worship Schedule 

November 2: Joshua 3:7-17, Water; Chancel 

Choir sings 

November 9: Guest preaching by Rev. Jim 

Bonewald, Sound Progression playing 

November 16: Stewardship Sunday, Matthew 

25:1-13, Influence; Children’s Choir and Chan-

cel Choir singing 

November 23: Psalm 100, A Doxology of 

Praise; Bell Choir playing. Ecumenical Thanks-

giving Service at our church at 4:30 p.m. 

November 30: 1
st
 Sunday of Advent: Holy 

Communion, Mark 1:1-8, Give me a break, 

Chancel Choir Singing; Advent Festival and 

Bread & Soup Potluck 

Movie Night 

Now Showing: God’s 

Not Dead 

On Friday, Nov. 14 at 

6:30 p.m.  

(popcorn included) 

College freshman Josh Wheaton finds his faith 

tested when his atheist philosophy professor gives 

him an assignment: prove God’s existence by pre-

senting well-researched, intellectual arguments and 

evidence—or fail the course completely. With al-

most no one in his corner, Josh wonders if he can 

really fight for what he believes. Stars Kevin Sorob, 

Dean Cain, Shane Harper. Features guest  appear-

ances by the Newsboys and Duck Dynasty’s Willie 

and Korie Robertson. 

First Presbyterian Church Near Ely, 11100 Spanish Road, Ely, Iowa 52227 
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2014 SOUP SUPPER REVIEW 
WORKING TOGETHER 

The weather was perfect. Polkas and blue-

grass filled the sanctuary. The kolaches 

were plentiful. The soup was delicious.  

Workers were cheerful. 

Praise the Lord for our 65
th
 successful 

Soup Supper. 

We invited our community to share a meal 

with us, and worked together to prepare.  

So, what happens when we work together?  

Young and old learn from each other, sto-

ries are told, concerns and joys are shared.  

We laugh!  We have fun!  That fun is conta-

gious as our guests arrive – they enter into 

that spirit of having a good time.  Many long

-time attendees are like family. 

The list is long of people to thank!  We had 

farmers quit farming, individuals taking off 

work, many who worked weeks to do their 

specific task, some who “lived” at the 

church most of the week ahead, and some 

with health issues who still insisted on con-

tributing.  Thanks to all for patiently imple-

menting the new food safety procedures. 

But, a special thank you needs to be ex-

tended to our Youth. Their young bodies 

and minds helped us make it through the 

evening.  They willingly carried, cleaned, 

moved, filled, rode the elevator, ran up and 

down stairs - all during the Supper; and 

then after the supper, they carried and 

cleaned again.  We even had some friends 

of our youth come to help.  All of your help 

was appreciated very much!! 

Please thank these people for being chairs:  

Jodie Chadima, worker list; Angie Ehle, din-

ing room; Pat Kilberger, Country Store; Dan 

Chadima/Larry Harder, coffee; Bryan Bai-

ley, washing dishes; Matt Zacek, seating; 

Brian Thompson, soup and bread; Misti 

Huedepohl, advertising; Barb Horak, printing 

materials; Tom Vavra, money; Bob Zvacek, 

parking; Ev Williams, elevator; Gary Kilberger, 

general; Steve Schuett, lawn and grounds; 

Elaine Bailey, table decorations; the Kibbys, 

gourds & pumpkins; Iowa Accordion Club/Bill 

Serbousek; Riverbottom Ramblers/Barb 

Horak; ALL THE KOLACH BAKERS AND 

SOUP MAKERS! 

A SPECIAL thanks to Becky Grenis who has 

been co-chair for these past years – she is 

stepping down from this position. 

Yes, we did have kolaches left – but in the 

spirit of giving – we packaged plates for mem-

bers to take to others for Kolach Kare.  Pro-

ceeds from the Country Store will go to Mis-

sion and to our Youth Program. 

Blessings to all of you,  

Joanne K. Chadima and Becky Grenis,         

co-chairwomen 

                      Preliminary results  
              from the 2014 Soup Supper 
 
 Ticket sales              $3671.00 
 Kolach sales            $1617.00 
 Country Store           $634.85 
 Frozen soup              $534.00 

 Donations                  $ 185.00 

 Surplus grocery sales   $85.00 
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SENIOR   HOLIDAY   MEAL 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 15 at 4:00 pm.  

The Youth Group invites all Senior members of the church to a Thanksgiving meal.  
We will prepare a traditional holiday dinner and share in fellowship with you.  There is 
no cost, but donations are greatly appreciated.  Direct questions to Angie Ehle or call the church office at 

848-4624.  

Please RSVP by SUNDAY, NOV. 9. 

NAME: _____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE # _____________________       # OF GUESTS ATTENIDNG____________  

EMAIL ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________ 

FAVORITE PIE FLAVOR________________________________________________ 

 ___YES - I would like home delivery.  # OF HOME DELIVERY MEALS__________ 

 Please deliver to this address:_______________________________________ 

Place your RSVP in offering plate or phone the church office at 848-4624, where you can leave your RSVP          

by Sunday, November 9.  Thank you and see you there! 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Youth Group News 

Youth walked in the Especially For You Breast Cancer Walk and the CROP Hunger Walk, both 
on October 5.  Many youth served at our church’s Chicken Noodle Soup Supper, helping in the 
dining room, with elevators, and behind the scenes. Youth also hosted a Halloween party for ele-
mentary kids and a youth lock-in that night.   

In November, Youth will host the Senior Thanksgiving meal on November 15. (Please see the 
RSVP form above if you would like to be a guest for this event.)  We plan to participate in Opera-
tion Christmas Child, packing boxes and preparing them for distribution, also in November.  In 
December, if history is any indicator, we will ring bells with Salvation Army on the coldest Satur-
day of the month. 

As always, if there are any questions or comments about the Youth programs, please feel free to 
contact me at church.  

Thanks to all who continue to support and pray for our youth program! 

Blessings, 

Angie 

 

 

 

 

November 2014 

Sunday, Nov. 2:10:45-11:30 a.m. 
Sunday School; 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group –Jr/Sr High  

Sunday, Nov. 9:10:45-11:30 a.m. 
Sunday School; 6 p.m. Second 
Sunday Supper and 6:30–8:30 pm 
Youth Group 

Friday, Nov. 14: Time TBA make 
pies and Rohlicky 

Saturday, Nov. 15: All Day Prep 
for Senior Thanksgiving Meal; 4:00 
Senior Meal 

Sunday, Nov.16:10:45-11:30 a.m. 
Sunday School; NO Youth Group  

Sunday, Nov. 23:10:45-11:30 a.m. 
Sunday School; 6:30-8:30 Youth 
Group 

Sunday, Nov. 30: Advent Festival 
Activities & potluck; 6:30-8:30 
Youth Group 

Save the Date: 

Approx. July 17-26 for  

2015 Montreat            
Youth Conference   



 

 

WINTER WEATHER? If bad weather threatens, check KCRG TV9 by 8:30 a.m. for a cancellation  
notification., or check www.elypres.org.   If in doubt, call someone before driving in risky conditions! 

 
Christian Education 

Please continue to pray and support our Sun-

day School leaders and helpers: Christal 

Bressler, Jodie Chadima, Angie Ehle, Diane 

Reist, Rene Tedrow, and Dawn Zacek. We are 

in need of two additional regular volunteers for 

classes and occasional Sunday School Open-

ing leaders. 

Children's Sunday School schedule: 
 10:45 Sunday School Opening in sanctuary 
 Ages 2 - Preschool: 10:50-11:00 music in 

sanctuary;  
 11:00-11:45 classroom 
 K-2nd: 10:50-11:30 Classroom, 11:30-11:45: Music in sanctuary 
 3rd-6th: 10:50-11:30 classroom, 11:30-11:45: Music in sanctuary 
 
We start every Sunday with the song "This is the Day!" and will have lots 
of new and creative activities this year. 
 

Children’s Sunday School Calendar 

  Age 2-preschool K-2nd grade / 34d-6th grade 
Nov. 2  Jacob & Rachel Joseph forgives his brothers 
Nov. 9  Jacob’s Children Miriam & Moses 
Nov. 16 Jacob & Esau  Aaron helps Moses 
Nov. 23 Joseph’s dream His name is John 
Nov. 30         Advent Festival & Soup/Bread Potluck 
 
Save the Date: Children’s Christmas Program on December 14 during worship. 
 
 

Adult Christian Education   
Adult Sunday School will continue with SINGING THE UNSUNG: a DVD 

and Discussion series reflecting on the theology of the church’s song 

and plug into to the movement of Iona ecumenism, social justice, heal-

ing, reconciliation, and the renewal of worship in our church. 

 Sundays 11:00 a.m.   
 November 2: Why We Worship 
 November 9: Becoming the Body of Christ 
 November 16: Living the Gospel 
 November 23: TBA 
 November 30: No class today; Advent Festival 
 and Soup & Bread Potluck 
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Advent Begins  

November 30 

We will celebrate the start of 
Advent on Nov. 30 with a Soup 
& Bread Potluck  after the Ad-
vent kickoff festivities. Bring a 
crock pot of your      favorite 
soup and bread to share. 

The festivities include decorat-
ing the sanctuary and Christ-
mas tree after service, as well 
as an opportunity for making 
Christmas crafts.  

Let Theresa Harder know if 
you can help bring in the 
Christmas tree.  This will likely 
be on Saturday, Nov 29 or 
Sunday, Nov 23.  

Please contact Pastor Julie or 
Theresa if you are interested 
in lighting Advent candles 
during service.  

Questions? Contact Jennie Ne-
tolicky about the potluck and 
Theresa Harder about decorat-
ing or crafts. 
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A hundred dollars and a hope                    
by Brain Frick, Associate for Camp and Conference Minis-
tries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Teaching my children how to change the world 

The idea of teaching my children 
about charity always seemed pretty 
straightforward. But all of that 
changed on a trip with my two young 
sons, when a homeless man asked us 
for money. 

Clearly the man had a need that touched our 
hearts. But then the issue became more nuanced: 
What could we do? What should we do? In a way, the 
moment encapsulated my long path toward social 
engagement.  

That path started when I accompanied my stepfa-
ther on a trip to help rebuild a family’s home that 
had been destroyed by fire. My stepfather had 
driven 50 kids from New Jersey to Maine, to partner 
with Mission at the Eastward, a ministry of Presby-
terian congregations in west central Maine. All I had 
to do was spend a few days on scaffolding with a 
paintbrush to play my small part in restoring the 
family’s lives. I remember watching my stepfather 
hand the house keys to the relieved father and his 
three children. That shaped my vision of being God’s 
hand for good in the world.  

Fast-forward 30 years. As I pull into St. Louis with 
my two young boys, we are solicited for change by 
the homeless man. My youngest, seven years old at 
the time, begs me to give him money. But I decline. 
OK. Terrible dad, right? I went on to explain that I 
believe in developing organizations’ capacity to ad-
dress the needs of the homeless over the long term. 
Sure, that money would directly help that man to-
day, but maybe by giving it to the local Salvation 
Army we could help people like him escape poverty 
altogether. You can guess how that played, right? For 
the rest of the trip, I was the mean man driving the 
car. 

On returning home, I was faced with a challenge. 
How could I help my son see that he could make a 
difference, in the way my stepfather had shown me? 
First, I tried encouraging my kids to take vegetables 
from our home garden to our church’s food pantry. 
Although the gesture involved tangible benefit, it 
still did not help the kids see the impact of their giv-
ing. 

So we launched another experiment, one in-
spired by musician David LaMotte’s “Changing 
the World” session at the Wild Goose Festival, a 
faith-and-culture mishmash of art, live music, 
activism, and camping. We change the world, 
LaMotte says, by identifying a need (one that 
breaks your heart), community resources, and 
one thing you can do to help. 

In our latest venture, my youngest (now 12) 
and his brothers have been asked to take more 
responsibility. I’m calling the experiment “A 
Hundred Dollars and a Hope.” Each boy re-
ceived $100 to give back to the community. The 
kicker was that they had to research charities, 
choose a charity, develop a PowerPoint presen-
tation explaining their choice, call their charity 
before donating, and find time to visit their 
charity to learn what they do. Ideally, they 
would also volunteer. All three boys chose local 
animal shelters, and we are lining up our visits.  

The experiment has energized my sons in a 
way that I hope will be lasting. Yes, it was “my” 
money, but I’m hoping their research and ser-
vice will connect them to giving in a way that 
my doing the work for them would not. 

If the idea proves successful with my boys, I 
will be sharing it later this year at a men’s re-
treat I’m leading. My hope is to spark lasting 
outreach among a larger group.  

Our world will always need us to reach out 
and help others. Teaching the next generation 
will go a long way toward that end. 
 

Reprinted with permission from the Septem-
ber 2014 issue of Presbyterians Today. © 
2014. All rights reserved. Subscribe by phone 
at 800-558-1669 or online at pcusa.org/today. 
 

 
 

  Brian Frick’s three sons explore the great outdoors. 
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This n’ That 

Note of Thanks:  Thank you to my loving, supportive church family for the delicious food, the cards, 

and the prayers you are offering for me as I recover from knee surgery.  Your support is appreciated 
so much, and it makes the tough times more tolerable.  Love and blessings to all of you. 
~ Marilyn Zvacek  
 

Ladies Night Out There are no LNO activities planned for November. Stay tuned for future events 

(typically held the last Monday of each month and all ladies of the church and their friends are welcome). 

 

Men’s Night occurs on the last Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at an area restaurant. This is a 

chance for the men of the church to get together to enjoy food and fellowship. See Matt Zacek or 

Steve Schuett for more information. Come, join us! 

 

Operation Christmas Child — How to pack your shoebox 

1. Shoebox: Use an empty cardboard or plastic shoebox. You can wrap the box 

and lid separately, but wrapping is not required. 

2. Boy or Girl. Decide whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl, and the age 

category: 2-4, 4-9, 10-14. 

3. Fill With Gifts. Fill the box with a variety of quality gifts that will bring delight to a child (see gift sugges-

tions below.) 

4. Include $7 and shipping label. Your $7 per box donation to cover international shipping and related 

costs will help us speed your shoebox gifts on their journey around the world. Labels are available at 

church. Standard Shipping Label: Donate $7 per box by check to Samaritan’s Purse (note OCC on 

the memo line.) Follow-Your-Box Shipping Label: Donate your $7 online and discover the country 

destination of your shoebox. You’ll receive an email with a special Follow-Your-Box label to print and 

use. Later, you’ll receive a notification about the destination of your shoebox gift. 

5. Pray. Ask God to use your gifts to show His love to the child who will receive your shoebox. 

Gift Suggestions: All ages: TOYS! Start with a central item that a child will cherish, like a doll, deflated 

soccer ball with pump, or plush stuffed animal. Then add quality items like cars, musical instruments, puzzles, 

jump ropes, etc. School Supplies such as pencils, pens, crayons, notebooks, coloring books, etc. Non-

liquid Hygiene Items such as toothbrushes, bar soap, wash cloths, combs, etc. Accessories such as 

socks, hats, t-shirts, flip flops, hair bands, sunglasses, etc. Personal Note and photo of you and your family 

(optional). If you include your name and address, the child may be able to write back. Younger Children: 

Blankets, stickers and picture books, blocks, finger puppets, pages of colorful stickers. Older Children: 

small tools, tape measures, sewing kits, fabric squares, etc.; deflated balls with pumps and needles, solar cal-

culators, rulers, scissors;  jewelry, deodorant.  

Do not include used or damaged items; war-related items; seeds, chocolate or food; out of 

date hard candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items; aerosol cans. 

Bring your filled shoeboxes to church November 9-16. Thank you! 



 

 

November 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

 

1 

2 

Food Pantry  

Sunday 

Daylight  

Savings 
 

3 4 

Office Hours      

9-1 

5 

Bell Choir 6 pm 

Chancel Choir   
 7:30 pm 

6 

 

7 

Office Hours 

9-1 

8 

 

9 

Guest Preacher   

10 

Johanna Society 1pm 

 

11 

Office Hours      

9-1 

Veteran’s Day 

12 

Bell Choir 6 pm 

Chancel Choir   
 7:30 pm 

 

 

13 

 

14 

Office Hours  

9-1 

Youth kitchen 

preparation for 

Senior Meal 

15 

4:00 pm  

Holiday  

Senior Meal 

16 

Stewardship Sunday 

Children’s Choir 

performs 

 

17 

Newsletter Deadline 

 

 

18 

Office Hours      

9-1 

19 

Bell Choir  6 pm 

Chancel Choir   

 7:30 pm 

 

20 

Session Meeting 

6:30 pm 

21 

Office Hours     

 9-1 

 

 

22 

 

23 4:30     
Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving  

worship at FPC 

 

24 

Ladies Night 

Out 6:30 p.m. 

25 

Office Hours      

9-1 

Men’s Night  

6:30 p.m. 

 

26 

 

 

27 

Thanksgiving 

Church Office 

closed 

28 

Office Hours      

9-1 

29 
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November 2: Daylight Savings 

Time ends at 2:00 a.m.  

Set clocks back one hour. 

 30 Holy Com-

munion; Advent 

Fest & Potluck 


