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FROM THE PASTOR

JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK!
Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday service at 9:30 a.m.
Carry in a palm branch to celebrate.
Thursday, April 1, Maundy Thursday experimental
worship – come any time during the day to “Walk to
the Cross” – stations set up throughout the building
with symbols and scripture.
Thursday, April 1, Maundy Thursday service at 7:00
p.m. Communion with prepackaged unleavened bread
and juice.
Friday, April 2, Good Friday experimental worship come any time during the day to “Walk to the Cross” –
stations set up throughout the building with symbols
and scripture.
Sunday, April 4, Easter Sonrise service at 7:30 a.m.
Easter worship service at 9:30 a.m., Communion with
prepackaged elements Glorious Bell Choir, trumpet,
organ and piano music.
The Lord is Risen, Indeed!

COVID VACCINES
Easter blessings in Christ,
Pastor Julie

SHARING HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on March 28 th,
and there will be many special experiences during that
time. As more details emerge, I am asking that
everyone prayerfully consider sharing the Facebook
and/or Zoom worship links with one friend (or more)
and invite them to join us as we walk through Holy
Week together.

COVID vaccines are now
available in the US and
many approximately 14% of
people in Iowa have had
both shots and about 25%
have had one. If you are
interested in finding a
vaccine location/ time,
please reach out to Julie and we will work to get you
signed up. – Leslie Harder
Vaccine locations can be found by visiting
https://www.brady-software.com/vaccine-hunter.

Thank you, Rachel
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WORSHIP & PROGRAM
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
March 28: Five practices from the Cross
Maundy Thursday, April 1: Worship at 7:00 p.m. Also,
the church building will be open Thursday-Friday for
individual/household Walk to the Cross. Begin on the
lower level.
Easter, April 4: 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. Worship services in
person and online. Holy Communion at 9:30
Holy Humor Sunday, April 11

CONNECTING OPPORTUNITIES
Please consider the following opportunities to check in
with one another through online fellowship through
ZOOM meeting platform. Copy the link into your web
browser and then add meeting ID and password
information as asked. You will need to have Zoom
software installed which is free.

Jake Manders prepares pretzels while Diane Riest instructs via Zoom

COMMUNITY & OUTREACH
CALL FOR COMMUNITY RECIPES

Sunday Morning Worship/Fellowship/Sunday School
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84712137959?pwd=KzNH
WjhlNERGRkFnbnNkS0ErOXEwZz09
Meeting ID: 847 1213 7959

Passcode: 562572

STEWARDSHIP NEWS
DIGITAL ways to donate to
church:
1. Through church website.
2. Smart phone and tablet app:
GivePlusChurch
3. QR Code
Thank you for your continued generosity in these last
months. The program, worship, mission, and
fellowship of the church continue by your
participation and commitment. God has been praised
at our church for 160+ years. We have roots in the
past, life in the present, and continued hope in the
future of our faith family together. God bless you in
these trying days.

The Cedar Rapids Public Library is collecting recipes
that celebrate our community's rich and diverse
cultures, which will be compiled into a special
Community Cultural Celebration and Expo Cookbook
for download this spring. Share your recipe at
https://www.crlibrary.org/community-cookbook/.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF
SHARING
Lent special offering
Together we are the household
of God. Let us welcome those
without shelter, those without
enough to eat, those who thirst.
We give our gifts to help those in need. One Great
Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that
Presbyterians come together every year to work for
a better world.
Each gift helps to improve the lives of the suffering
and the vulnerable.
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CHURCH BUSINESS
SESSION NOTES
FEBRUARY 18, 2021
1. Church membership as of
January 31, 2020: 180
2. Motion (6-2) approved to open the church
building for in-person worship and annual
congregational meeting on February 28, as
well as live streaming and Zoom, using current
pandemic guidelines (face masks, hand
sanitizer, no social hour).
3. VBS is scheduled for August 4 to 8 in the
evening. A graduating High School video is
being prepared for Hailey Zacek, Austin
Kilberger and Andrew Walter. Video
conference Sunday School has a wide variety
of ages with average attendance of 7 – 8.
4. The Erosion Prevention Application to the
County has been submitted.
5. Funds Treasurer Phil Huedepohl reviewed the
2020 Church Funds Report. He informed the
Session that Central State Bank lowered
interest rates on checking accounts from 0.3%
to 0.25% in November 2020.
6. Motion approved to pay the balance of the
STS Solutions LLC survey fees out of the
Expansion Building funds account and then
close the Novak Estate Funds account.
7. Motion approved $500 donation from 2020
soup supper and Kolach Event for Camp
Wyoming Expansion projects.
8. One Great Hour of Sharing special offering will
be received during Lent.
9. Property concerns: The igniter on the manse
furnace was replaced. In 2021 spring, the
fence along Spanish Road at the manse will
likely be removed due to right-of-way issues
with the county.
10. Motion approved the 2021 Communion
schedule to include: February 21, First Sunday
of Lent; April 1, Maundy Thursday; April 4,
Easter; May 23, Pentecost; July 25, Summer
Communion; September 12, First Sunday of
SS; October 3, Worldwide Communion;
November 28, First Sunday of Advent;

December 24, Christmas Eve; and January 2,
2022 Epiphany Sunday.
11. Youth Group Report – 37 Valentine’s Day
cards were sent out. No pancake breakfast for
Souper Bowl of Caring this year. The Youth
Group newsletter directed people where they
could send funds to support hunger and relief.
Youth Group is scheduled to attend the
Montreat Youth Conference July 10-18, 2021.
Recent study has focused on the Psalms and
writing psalms.

SAFETY & SECURITY TEAM
We are looking for one more volunteer to join our
Safety & Security Team. For more information contact
Pat.

THANK YOU
A BIG THANK YOU goes out to Verne Svec for donating
his church mowings in 2020.

WORK DAY
Instead of a work day this year we are asking for
volunteers to come when they have time to take on a
job or part of a job. There will be a list next to the
phone in the fellowship hall for volunteers to check off
what they have done. Items on the list include:
 pick up sticks before mowing season
 check out playground equipment for needed
repairs
 clean landscaping around building
 clear bugs from light panels in ceiling of west
addition & fellowship hall
 vacuum pew cushions & upholstered furniture
 wash inside windows and wipe window sills
 dust and vacuum balcony
 dust and vacuum west addition classrooms
and offices

Troy and Silva Bressler prepare Lenten Pretzels

April 2021, Page 3

CHURCH EXPANSION UPDATE
As we look to the future and what the church can be
for the community—a spiritual presence and positive
moral influence, we are at a critical moment.
How will we engage our neighborhood of Ely,
Shueyville, Swisher, the southeast edge of Cedar
Rapids, and beyond our neighborhood?
How will we draw people to a life of discipleship and
faith?
Who will God send to us to be part of our church
family?
How can we be ready and welcoming to them when
they walk through the doors?
What will our future as a church look like?
How can we be part of the next chapter of the life of
First Presbyterian Church near Ely?
The Expansion Committee appointed by the
congregation has been moving forward preparing
plans to present in April. On April 18 (and repeated on
April 25) after worship plans prepared by Point
Builders and STS Civil Engineering will be presented to
the congregation.
The Session has called a Congregational Meeting on
May 2 after worship for the purpose of voting for the
building project. Each church member present at the
meeting is allowed one vote. Currently, we are
working out how to include members not yet
comfortable attending an in-person meeting.
The Session thanks the committee for incorporating
elements that the congregation has brought forward.
Thank you to Angie Ehle, Larry Harder, Theresa
Harder, Bill Serbousek, and Brian Thompson.
To the right is a preview of an aerial and concept
drawings for your prayerful consideration.
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School will meet by
Zoom video conference and
have lessons and activities
on “The Walk” curriculum.
Then we will turn our attention to Easter and beyond.
Zoom details for Sunday School (same as from
previously):
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84712137959?pwd=Kz
NHWjhlNERGRkFnbnNkS0ErOXEwZz09
Meeting ID: 847 1213 7959

Date

3/28/2021

4/4/2021

Palm Sunday
The Walk:
Follow Jesus,
Jesus on the
cross
Easter
Celebration
and party

Wednesday bible study continues
at 9:30 a.m. on Facebook live
streaming, video conference, and
telephone log in.
We will be in Matthew 27+ in April.
Join Zoom Video Conference Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/250060150?pwd=MHV
KMU4rRWhoOVJlbHdZcElGVHpJUT09
Meeting ID: 250 060 150

Items needed from
packet

Gratitude Journal
Paper Palm
Branches/Placemat

Handprint Easter craft

SCHOLARSHIPS
Starting April 1st scholarship forms will be available
for members of the congregation seeking to continue
their education.
We have 3 scholarship funds: Pokorny Scholarship
Fund, Motycka Scholarship Fund, Wilhemina Anna
Skalsky Carson Scholarship Fund
Each scholarship fund has separate guidelines and
application forms. All applications are due June 1st
whether for the fall semester 2021, spring semester
2022 or summer 2022.

Passcode: 386508

Telephone dial: 312 626 6799 US

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL

Passcode: 562572

Dial by your location: +1 312 626 6799 US
Meeting ID: 847 1213 7959 Passcode: 562572
Topic

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

Summer is just around
the corner! This year,
upon the success of the in person outdoor Sunday
School and release of the COVID vaccine, we are
planning to do Vacation Bible School in person during
the evenings August 4 -8th. This VBS will be hosted
outdoors with masks, while doing our best to maintain
social distancing. Please help us keep this event safe
by saving the date on your calendar now and avoiding,
if possible, COVID unfriendly situations (large groups
of people with minimal mask wearing) during the
weekend before VBS. Expect to see an RSVP and
activity interest link in your inbox soon! Please reach
out to Pastor Julie if you don’t have a child in the VBS
age range but know of a child that would be
interested in attending and we can make sure to send
you a survey as well.

EASTER EGG HUNT
Easter Egg Hunt on March 28 (rain make-up date: April
11). Children will hunt eggs outdoors at church after
worship. Also, like last year, will be the alternative for
home delivery/hunt by contacting Christal Bressler for
a set of prepackaged eggs.

Applications are available from Pat at church.
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EASTER LILIES
Youth Group offers the opportunity for you to
decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday morning
with an Easter Lily plant.
 Each plant will cost $15.00 and can be taken

home with you after Easter Sunday services
on 4/4/21
 Those who purchase a plant may choose to
donate it for delivery to our homebound
members or someone needing a little
pick me up!
 Plants can be purchased in Honor of, or in
Memory of, a loved one, and these will be
listed in the April or May Newsletter.
 Deadline for ordering plants is March 30th
If you are interested in purchasing one or more Easter
Lily plants, please:
1. email Angie to let her know the following:
 who each plant is given by
 who each plant is in Honor of / in Memory of

2. send payment for Lily plants:
 via check to church, payable to Youth Group
 via Venmo

Please let me know if you have any questions, and
thank you for considering this opportunity to support
Youth Group and decorate the sanctuary.
Hello from Youth
Group!
In March, Youth Group
met at church on
Sunday evenings at 6pm
and continued lessons on Zoom Sunday nights at
6pm. We continue lessons from the Lent book, “The
Walk”, and youth are challenged each week with a call
to strengthen their journey with Christ.
Also in March, Older youth and parents met to talk
about our summer trip to Montreat Youth Conference
in July. Dates are July 10-18, and 10-12 youth and
adults will travel together to Black Mountain,
NC. More later on this event!

Youth presented the opportunity for those who are
interested to purchase Easter Lilies to decorate the
sanctuary for Easter Morning. Thank you to all who
chose to participate in this effort, and for Stephanie
for helping to get the word out!
In April, we will continue The Walk lessons, and will be
preparing for Holy Week and Easter
Celebration. These will be taught in person at church
as well as over Zoom for those youth who wish to stay
home but continue to join in. Youth continue to serve
our congregation as Youth Elder, in Bell Choir, and
with solo music offerings. We connect with each other
via texts, email and Facebook group.
We continue to collect redeemable beverage
containers; if you have “empties” to donate, please let
Angie know, and we will arrange to get them from
you; text or call Angie for more information. We
average $5-$10/month in donations; Thank you to all
who have donated these redeemable containers!
Please let me know if there are any questions about
youth programming, and thank you for your continued
support! He is Risen!
Angie

YOUTH SCHEDULE
April 2021
Sunday, April 4th: Easter Sunday
No SS or Youth Group - Enjoy Easter with your family!
Sunday April 11th: Holy Humor Sunday
10:30am: SS - in youth room or via Zoom
6pm: Youth Group in person and (6:30 lesson via
Zoom)
Sunday, April 18th:
10:30am: SS - in youth room or via Zoom
6pm: Pajama Day - Youth Group in person and (6:30
lesson via Zoom)
Sunday, April 25th:
10:30am: SS - in youth room or via Zoom
6pm: Game Night - Youth Group in person and (6:30
lesson via Zoom)
Sunday, May 2nd:
10:30am: SS - in youth room or via Zoom
6pm: Youth Group in person and (6:30 lesson via
Zoom)
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar, April 2021
Sun
28 Palm Sunday
29
9:30 Worship in
Sanctuary & Livestream
10:30 Fellowship Zoom
10:30 SS & Egg Hunt
6:00 Youth Group Zoom

Mon

Tue
30
9:00-12:00 Office Hours

Wed
31
9:30 Bible Study LS
10:00 Coffee Chat Zoom
6:00 Handbells

Thu
1
9:00-12:00 Office Hours

Fri
2
9:00-12:00 Office Hours

All Day:
“Walk to the Cross”

All Day:
“Walk to the Cross”

7:00 Service w/
Communion
8

9

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

4 Easter Sunday
5
7:30 Sonrise Service
9:30 Worship in
Sanctuary & Livestream
10:30 Fellowship Zoom
10:30 SS Livestream
6:00 Youth Group Zoom

6

7

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study LS
10:00 Coffee Chat Zoom

11 2nd Sunday of Easter 12
Holy Humor Sunday
Food Pantry Sunday
9:30 Worship in
Sanctuary & Livestream
10:30 Expansion Briefing
10:30 SS Livestream
6:00 Youth Group Zoom
18 3rd Sunday of Easter 19
9:30 Worship in
Sanctuary & Livestream
10:30 Expansion Briefing
10:30 SS Livestream
6:00 Youth Group Zoom

13

14

15

16

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study LS
10:00 Coffee Chat Zoom

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

25
26
9:30 Worship in
Sanctuary & Livestream
10:30 Expansion Briefing
10:30 SS Livestream
6:00 Youth Group Zoom

27
9:00-12:00 Office Hours

Sat
3

10

6:00 Handbells
17

6:00 Handbells

6:30 Session Zoom
Meeting

20

21

22 Earth Day

23

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study LS
10:00 Coffee Chat Zoom

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

28

29

30

UPCOMING:

9:30 Bible Study LS
10:00 Coffee Chat Zoom

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

May 2 – Vote on Church
Expansion

24

6:00 Handbells

6:00 Handbells
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Join Us for Holy Week!
Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. Carry in a palm branch to celebrate.
Thursday, April 1, Maundy Thursday experimental worship – come any time during the day to
“Walk to the Cross” – stations set up throughout the building with symbols and scripture.
Thursday, April 1, Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 p.m. Communion with prepackaged
unleavened bread and juice.
Friday, April 2, Good Friday experimental worship - come any time during the day to “Walk to
the Cross” – stations set up throughout the building with symbols and scripture.
Sunday, April 4, Easter Sonrise service at 7:30 a.m. Easter worship service at 9:30 a.m.,
Communion with prepackaged elements Glorious Bell Choir, trumpet,
organ and piano music.
The Lord is Risen, Indeed!

