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FROM THE PASTOR

was even able to see his mother one more time at
Christmas 1918.

Reverend Ludwig Burian completed his years of
ministry here as a pastor for the years 1938-1951.
13 years. About the same amount of time that I
have served as your pastor.

Ludvik’s first church was in Minnesota. He married a
farm girl. They had five daughters. He loved
gardening and landscaping. He built a tennis court
for the church youth group. Then they came here in
1938, lived in the manse, lost their oldest daughter
to hepatitis. He helped start English language
worship services to keep young people involved. He
gardened and landscaped here, at the manse, and
at the cemetery. He had more than 60 varieties of
gladiolus. He loved his art and flowers. He kept bees
and planted trees. He served the church until his
death a few weeks before he turned 65 with his
wife Emily at his side. And he is buried in our church
cemetery.

There are no scholarships named after him. There
are no plaques. There are no great histories—a
simple writing of his third daughter in 2002
(Evangline Burian Reisser) summarized below.
Often, he is overshadowed by Dr. Reverend Pokorny
and Rev. Kun in terms of history and affection.
Perhaps it is because he did not speak much about
his personal history. He was born in Moravia during
difficult times. His father Ondrej was an apiarist—a
beekeeper on a large estate. Ludvik did not talk
about his early years because they were so hungry
and poor subsisting on a diet of black rye bread and
water. He finished school and began working at the
age of 14 in a store. He saved his money and
emigrated to the United States. A Czech minister
named Rev. Vaclav Vanek met him on the ship, and
upon their arrival in Baltimore, Maryland, he took
Ludvik home and fed him. Ludvik had landed on
Thanksgiving Day, November 28, 1907 and was
happy to eat his first Thanksgiving feast in America.
He did not speak English, but within 2 years was
beginning school at Maryville College—first a
college preparatory degree, then he started college
as a freshman at age 25. He was a cartoonist and an
artist—painting with oils and on china pieces. He
went to Union Theological Seminary for a Masters
of Divinity degree and to Columbia University for a
Masters of Arts degree in New York and in the
summers worked in a munitions factory. In the
summer of 1918 Ludvik returned to Europe to
minister to war prisoners in France and Italy, and

What did he leave for the
church after all those
years of leadership and
service? Weekly worship.
Daily leadership.
Generational influence.
And, folks have pointed
me to the trees—so
many he planted. He
planted. He tended. He
enjoyed. But he never
saw them the size that they are today.
Most of our work on earth seems to not come into
maturity until long after we are gone—those we
influence of the younger generation, those on our
family tree that we have yet to meet, those in the
community that we are involved in and love … In all
the adversity of life, God is the one to whom we
trust. His promises are sure, and we are safe under
the shade of his great oaks.
In Christ, Pastor Julie
April 2022, Page 1

BUILDING EXPANSION FINANCIAL
PROGRESS REPORT
Our initial Capital Campaign resulted in $325,538
collected. Pledges for 2022 are $68,800, and in
2023, $18,300.
The Session voted to move funds from the Novak
Estate Fund (started in 2013), the Hynek Fund
(2013), the Zahradnik Estate Fund (2015), and the
Waters Estate Fund (2014) = $117,045.
These funds were the legacies entrusted to us as
successors. Through the Building Expansion, we
are crossing the bridge from those before us to a
successful legacy for our future.
Our church is not planning to borrow money to
finance this project. Currently, all bills have been
paid, including the new septic system. Our cash
balance as of March 25 is $546,403.57.
All donations have been confidential, however,
there will be the opportunity to list individual
donors, contributing businesses, and special
memorials in some way in the future.
This project will highlight our church’s presence in
the community since 1865 and let neighbors
know that we continue to worship God, and that
we are still here as a Christian refuge for all.
Please give generously to reach our monetary
goal. We are close. This is the big step. We are
needing $600,000 total, to confidently proceed.
Right now, we would appreciate the money
pledged and any cash gifts you can provide.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP CALL OUT
Are you interested in being part of a rotational team
to help with worship? Maybe once a month at your
convenience with a signup sheet? As we have
discovered the significant online community of
believers gathering for live worship in addition to the
in-person gathering in the sanctuary, we have
identified a few needs to enhance worship:
1. Technology Tech—run the camera and live
Facebook feed. Volunteer would need to be in
the sanctuary during worship.
2. Facebook live streaming host/greeter: worship
through live streaming looking to make
conversation/comments to those gathering,
like “Welcome this morning! I am the greeter
today and want to answer any questions that I
can today.” “If you have a prayer concern,
please post using first names,” etc. And
following up with Pastor Julie with needs.
Volunteer can be off-site.
Talk to Stephanie or Pastor Julie to volunteer.

BOOK FAIR
Bring lightly used books to the
church lower level to exchange or
donate during the BOOK FUNraiser
this April. A basket is set out to
collect donations to build a new
playground set after the installation of the new septic
system attempted to remove the current playground
equipment carefully. Unfortunately, it was rotting out
at the base and will not be able to be reinstalled.
Books, games, puzzles and more! Through April 10.

Bill Serbousek and I are the Fund Raising
Committee. Several very generous in-kind gifts
have been pledged. We could use your help for
ideas of individuals, businesses, and foundations
to approach. Please let us know your ideas.
Respectfully, Joanne K. Chadima

Joanne C. and Sharon F. perform during worship.
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WORSHIP & PROGRAM
APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
April 3
Liturgist: Angie Ehle
Ushers: Bonnie Fencl & Bonnie Buresh
Greeters: Jeff & Diane Reist
April 10 Palm Sunday
Liturgist: Bob Zvacek
Ushers: Kevin & Shirley Bailey
Greeters: Harder Family
April 17 Easter (9:30 a.m. Worship)
Liturgist: Glenn Modracek
Ushers: Jim & Judy Serbousek
Greeters: Bob & Carol Andrle
April 24
Liturgist: Joanne Chadima
Ushers: Marlene Tiernan & Jennie Netolicky
Greeters: Harder Family

HOLY WEEK
Palm Sunday, April 10 –
Worship service at 9:30
a.m. All in attendance
will be invited to carry a
palm branch into the
sanctuary. Hosanna!
Thanks in advance to Kevin and Shirley Bailey for
providing the palms.
Maundy Thursday, April 14 – the celebration will
begin with our traditional Beef Stew Supper at 6:00
p.m. Please bring an amount of hot beef stew that
would feed your family – it will be combined with all
to be served by the members of Session.
Session members are asked to come at 5:30 p.m. to
prepare for the evening.
A Maundy Thursday service will follow at 7:00 p.m.
with breaking of bread and passing the cup to remind
us of the Last Supper. All will be done safely.
If you are able to bake unleavened bread to be used
during the service, please let Joanne know.

Easter Sunday, April 17 – 7:00 a.m. Easter Sonrise
Service followed by breakfast hosted by the Youth
Group.
Easter Worship Service with Holy Communion at 9:30
a.m. Jesus Christ has Risen Indeed! Hallelujah!

FAITH DEVELOPMENT
CAMP WYOMING WINTER REPORT,
SUMMARIZED
We celebrate that we finished Summer 2021 with zero
reported COVID-19 cases among our campers and
staff. During the summer, we had to take four
campers to urgent care to be tested. All of them
tested negative.
21% of our campers in Summer 2021 had no church
affiliation, a number that is growing. 33% of campers
came from Presbyterian churches, 17% from Catholic
churches, 6% from Lutheran, and 5% from Methodist.
The rest of the kids came from UCC, nondenominational, etc. Our top churches in terms of
enrollment were Marion First (12 kids), Toledo First
(12), Davenport Our Lady of Victory (11), Dubuque
Grand View United Methodist (10). First Presbyterian
Church near Ely sent 5 kids!
The Camp Board of Trustees created a task (with
members in and outside of the Camp Board) to
develop a strategic plan as well as a master site plan
for the future. This task force and the Camp Board
hired a consultant to lead the task force. The new
strategic plan and master site plan should be
developed by summer of 2022. The cost for the
consultant is $45,000.
Camp has raised $247,896.41 toward the goal of
$250,000 for the High Ropes Course and Climbing
Tower. We have received all matching funds from the
Presbytery. We were notified that we will receive a
$168,000 estate gift by September 15, 2022. The
Camp Board will meet on September 14 and discuss
the use of these funds. This gift is a true blessing
because it will give camp the opportunity to go into
the new year with no debt, funds to pay for a
consultant to help the camp plan for the future, and
some cash left in the bank.

Individual reflection on Good Friday, April 15 – no
services at the church.
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CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS
Camp Wyoming summer camp scholarships are
available to all families within the church for students
to attend this year. Usually one third to one half of the
costs of camp are covered by scholarships. Please let
Phil Huedepohl know if you are planning to send a
student to camp this summer.

COMMUNITY & OUTREACH
RESCHEDULED RAMP BUILD

Volunteers pose after kolach baking.

Last Fall we planned to build a ramp at the home of an
elderly resident of Ely, but the build was delayed to
Spring of 2022. The new date of the ramp build is
Saturday, April 23, 2022. We are seeking a group of 10
(or so) volunteers to help build the ramp. If you
volunteered last fall, we'd love to have you back! All
skill levels accepted. Angie Ehle has ensured that
seasoned volunteers associated with the WRAP
Program will be onsite to provide direction.
Please meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. Bring work
gloves, a water bottle and dress for the weather of the
day.
Sincerely,
Misti Huedepohl, Mission Elder

KOLACH BAKING ON ST. JOSEPH’S DAY
We could have called it a Kolach party – we had so
much fun working together. We had 20 helpers and 1
guest, 16 batches of dough, 15 filling flavors, 66 dozen
orders, and numerous Kolach Kare deliveries, plus
some to eat and provide for coffee hour on that
Sunday. The most rewarding reports were from the
Kolach Kare. The recipients were surprised and
thankful. I remain grateful for all the help and
donations to make the day a success. Joanne

Volunteers overlook kolaches after they cool after baking.

GRADUATION PARTY
You are all invited to Sophia Chadima's High School
Graduation Party!
Sophia is graduating from Prairie High School and will
be attending Luther College this fall in Decorah, IA.
Saturday, June 11th from 4-8 pm
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:
FILLING FISH BANKS

SESSION NOTES FROM
FEBRUARY 17, 2022

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters.” —
Isaiah 55:1

1. A combined meeting of the Session Elders and
Board of Deacons (in person and video
conference) met to discuss leadership in the
church concluding in a devotional passage from
Philippians.
2. Afterward, the Session met for monthly meeting.
3. Church’s Statistical report was completed on time
to the Presbytery.
4. Worship attendance in January 2022 (in
person/live streaming): January 2-weather,
January 9=44/10, January 16=28/28, January
23=49/19, January 30=27/18
5. Membership as of January 31, 2022=178
6. Building Status/COVID 19 adjustments –
Discussion leading to motion approval of: 1.
Continuing congregational worship singing; 2.
Encouraging masks; 3. Sunday School will be
virtual; 4. Encouraging social distancing; 5. Holding
the start of the vocal choir. This will be in effect
until March 17, 2022.
7. Christian Education – The last three Sunday’s
video conference attendance has been about 15 in
a multi-age class of Grades 2-7.
8. Expansion – Motion approved to Deed Restriction
documentation to county. Building Expansion was
approved through the Presbytery. They were
impressed by our plan for the expansion and sent
kudos to the committee.
9. Fellowship plans for coffee hour hosting training
focusing on new coffee maker to be scheduled.
10. Funds – Motion approved to reinvest the full
amount of the $10,000 Adult Education CD to the
Adult Education Fund Account when CD matures.
11. Mission – Random Acts of Kindness, February 17.
Ramp build rescheduled to April 23.
12. Property – A new water softener was purchased
and installed for the manse. Sand seeping into the
Fellowship Hall by the basement steps from
presence of ants.
13. Worship – March 6 is Communion. March 13 is
Daylight Saving Time and Guest Pastor Rev. Dr.
Howard Chapman March 20, Mr. Roger’s Day.
March 6 through April 3 is book drive.
14. Youth Report – February 6 was Super Bowl of
Caring raising $135. Ice cream Sundae event is
coming up.

When natural or human-caused disasters impact
communities, Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA) is poised to respond and work
closely with congregations and local mission partners
to bring Christ’s love and healing.
PDA is the emergency and refugee program of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The core budget,
including staff and administrative costs, is funded
through the One Great Hour of Sharing, and its
program work is additionally funded through
designated gifts.
Please continue to drop coins into the children's fish
banks and return them to church on Palm Sunday,
April 10. Thank you!

EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
Scholarship forms will be available April 1st for
members of the congregation seeking to continue
their education. We have 3 scholarship Funds:
Pokorny Scholarship Fund, Motycka Scholarship Fund,
and Wilhemina Anna Skalsky Carson Scholarship Fund.
Each Fund has separate guidelines and application
forms. All applications are due June 1st whether for
the fall semester 2022, the spring semester 2023 or
the summer session 2023. Applications are available
from Pat at church, by phone 319-846-2418, or
pat.kilberger@gmail.com.

CHURCH BUSINESS
CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY APRIL 9
It's springtime and time to get together and clean up
both inside and outside the church. Hopefully the
weather cooperates, and we'll plan a starting time of
9:00 a.m. or whenever you can get there throughout
the day. There will be a list of things that need
attention posted in the church entryway and on the
bulletin boards downstairs in the church coffee area.
Bring your own gloves, tools, rakes, etc. Also, if you
like, bring some munchies or snacks to share. Rain
date is April 16.
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Greetings from Youth Group!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! June 19-25th, Youth
group will be serving in the Hurricane Ida stricken
areas of New Orleans. This Mission trip includes
opportunities for the youth AND adult chaperones
to work and serve in an area that will meet needs
and make a lasting impact. There will be cleanup
and building opportunities including deck repair,
roof repair, painting, and landscaping. I invite all
church families and congregation members to
contact Angie ASAP about your interest in going to
serve alongside our youth - we especially need
male chaperones! We will have fun while providing
relief for our brothers and sisters in Louisiana. From
Galatians 5:13, “You, my brothers and sisters, were
called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly
in love.”
In April, youth will be taking orders for Easter Lilies,
to decorate our sanctuary for Easter in Honor of, or
in Memory of, loved ones. Each Lily is $15, and can
be taken home after Easter morning worship, or
donated to a homebound member or other person
needing a reminder of the Hope and Promise of
Easter. Please see the enclosed order form or visit
elypres.org. Contact Angie with any questions.
Youth invite everyone to please be our guest at
breakfast on Easter Morning from 8am - 9:20am.
We will be serving a delicious morning meal
between worship services. Hope to see you there!
Youth will also be having a favorite snack potluck,
parent meeting, and a movie night in April, as well
as starting Kernels cleanups again this year. Youth
also plan to join in the ramp building on April 23rd.
We will continue accepting redeemable cans and
bottles from our church friends willing to donate;
these funds help with activity costs. These cans and
bottles can be set inside the youth room door.
Thank you to all who are helping the youth in this
way and recycling!
Please let me know if there are any questions about
youth programming (phone/text 319-899-1223 or
email: angelaehle3@gmail.com), and thank you for
your continued support!

Youth Schedule – April 2022
Sunday, April 3rd: 5th Sunday of Lent
9:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School in Youth Room
6pm Youth Group - Favorite Snack potluck and
Parents meeting for Spring/Summer events
Sunday, April 10th: Palm Sunday
9:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School in Youth Room
6pm Youth Group Movie Night
Saturday, April 16th:
10am - muffin baking at church
Sunday, April 17th: Easter / Resurrection Sunday
7:00am Sonrise Service
7:30am Youth serve breakfast between services
9:30am Worship
No SS or Youth Group - Enjoy Easter with your
family!
April 19 – April 24: Kernels Clean ups
Saturday, April 23rd:
8:30am Ramp build with church members
Sunday, April 24th: Holy Humor Sunday
9:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School in Youth Room
4:30pm Kernels Cleanup
7pm MercyMe Concert
Sunday, May 1st: May Day
9:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School in Youth Room
1pm Roller Skating at Super Skate
No evening YG

Blessings~ Angie
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar
April 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

3 5th Sunday of Lent,
4
Food Bank Collection
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:30 Sunday School
10:50 Kitchen Comm.
6:00 Youth Group/Parent
Meeting
10 Palm Sunday
11
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:30 Sunday School
6:00 Youth Group
Last Day for Book
FUNraiser

5

6

7

8

9

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Prac ce
7:30 Chancel Choir

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00 Church Clean Up Day

12

13

14 Maundy Thursday

15 Good Friday

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Prac ce
7:30 Chancel Choir

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

16
Church Clean Up Rain
Date

17 Easter Sunday
18
7:00 Sonrise Service with
Livestream
7:30 Easter Breakfast
9:30 Worship with
Livestream & Holy
Communion
24 Holy Humor Sunday 25
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:30 Sunday School
4:30 YG Kernels Cleaning
7:00 YG MercyMe Ticks

19

20

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:30 Building Expansion
Committee Meeting

10:00 Youth Group Muffin
Baking at church

6:00 Beef Stew Supper
7:00 Maundy Thursday
Worship
21

22 Earth Day

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Prac ce
7:30 Chancel Choir
Newsletter Deadline

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

26

27

28 Holocaust
Remembrance Day

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Prac ce
7:30 Chancel Choir

23
8:00 Ramp Build

6:30 Session Meeting

29 Arbor Day

30

9:00-12:00 Office Hours
9:00-12:00 Office Hours
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