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FROM THE PASTOR 
Saint Francis of Assisi is remembered for many 
reasons. An important one for us these days is his 
establishment of the tradition of a live nativity in 
1223. Human characters and animals gathered at 
a cave to share the gospel of the birth of Christ. 
Inspired by his pilgrimage to the Holy Land, he 
wanted to help those who were unable to travel 
to experience the beauty, mystery, and live-giving 
power of the story of the nativity. 

Many modern homes have the tradition of setting 
out the nativity set each Advent waiting for the 
placement of baby Jesus on Christmas Eve. Some 
as simple as Mary, Joseph, and the baby. Some 
complicated with shepherds, angels, sheep, other 
farm animals, and even the Magi may arrive on 
Epiphany. 

Luke tells the story of the travels to Bethlehem 
for Mary and Joseph and the arrival of the baby. 
Then the shepherds share their story, and all are 
amazed. 

Matthew tells the portion of the story when the 
Magi come from the East bearing gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

In the Bohemian and Czech tradition, public 
displays of wood nativities were often complex 
and elaborate. It took Tomáš Krýza (1838–1918) 
60 years to build an outdoor nativity with over 
1300 human and animal characters. 133 had 
moveable parts.  In homes, delicate paper-cut 
crèches (papírový betlém) also called "the crèche 
of the poor" were part of family celebrations of 
Christmas.   

This year as you pause to reflect on a nativity 
crèche, may it bring you deeper within the story 
of God-with-us, of Immanuel.  

Blessings to you in this meaningful time of Advent 
waiting in 2020—we are waiting for so much 
these days to be fulfilled in our midst. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Julie 

THANK YOU   

Thank you to all for prayers, cards, etc. during my 
COVIC-19 illness.  I was fortunate to have had a 
mild case & I am doing well.  Matt & Joyce Bailey 
have also made a full recovery.  - Elaine Bailey 

THANK YOU   

Thanks to the Harder family, Joanne C. and Pat K. 
for decorating the church for Christmas. 

 
Nativity quilt by Virginia Svec 
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WORSHIP & PROGRAM 

In the month of December, the worship schedule 
will continue at 9:30 a.m. on Facebook live 
streaming, F.M. broadcasting in the church parking 
area, by Zoom (see meeting information below) 
AND we are expanding to YouTube Live. See the 
church website (elypres.org) for details.  

Accessibility from home:  Zoom at home fellowship: 
Sundays after worship-10:30 a.m. Note: this time is 
limited when Sunday School meets. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/681162913?pwd=UXNY
ZFdxcXVXMytVTjBqeG9DUFUrQT09 Meeting ID: 681 
162 913 Passcode: 309550 

********** 
“I can’t wait for 2020 to be over!”   

Have you said it?                                                                                                   
But – WAIT!                                                                                                                                                                

What about Advent and Christmas? 

Our church will be celebrating like no other year 
since 1858.  In the spirit of “We can do this!” let us 
all come “together” in new ways to “sing” -  Come, 
Thou Long Expected Jesus  and  Joy to the World! 

Here’s the short version for Advent, beginning 
Sunday, November 29:                                                                                                                     
1. Get a devotional booklet                                                                                                                                            
2. Display your Advent wreath at home                                                                                                                           
3. Take a picture of your Advent wreath with your 
family                                                                                               
4. (Optional, but encouraged)  Please send the 
picture to our church secretary at:  
office@elypres.org  

Here are the details for Advent:                   

1. Pick up a devotional booklet at church or request 
a mailing from the church office –                         
office @elypres.org or call 319-848-4624.  Please 
leave a message with your mailing address. 

The Way in the Manger – (with 
stickers to a poster map to 
Bethlehem) Young children will 
discover “the little Lord Jesus, 
asleep on the hay”.  
Grandparents may request a copy 
for their grandchildren. 

Make Way for Advent - written for 
preteens, teens, and young adults 
to imagine “Prepare the way of the 
Lord.  Make God’s highway 
straight.”  John the Baptist    It’s 
‘Dope’ – a new word for ‘cool’, I 
guess!! 

Prepare Ye! – for adults.  Each 
daily devotional focuses on the 
history and meaning of a 
beloved hymn or carol sung 
during Advent and Christmas 
time.  Sharon will be playing 
some of these songs during our 
church services.  I sure do miss 
singing in church. 

2. There are Advent Festival bags available to make 
your own Advent wreath display.  No directions 
were included with the Advent bags, just be 
creative.            

3. Send a picture of your family around your Advent 
wreath or a Christmas setting at your home.         

4. Because we miss each other in person, pictures 
sent to the church could be scrolled during the 
prelude of each Advent service.   

What can we do together when we cannot be 
together?  What can we do to fill the space?                                                                                 
Find a sacred place beyond the sanctuary in your 
very own home.  Light your Advent candles, read 
the Advent devotional, pray, know that you are 
spiritually connected with your church family and 
your God.   

May the messages of Hope, Faith, Joy, Peace, and Love guide you through Advent,                                              
and may the celebration of the birth of Jesus be our Everlasting Light. 
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
December 20: Children's program recorded and 
shared during 9:30 a.m. service via live stream 

December 20, 4:30 p.m.: Blue Christmas service, live 
stream only with readings and organ music 

December 24, 10:00-7:00 p.m.: The church building 
will be open for walk through tours of the displayed 
nativities 

December 24, 5:00 p.m.: Live stream outdoor service 
with a reading the nativity story, candle lighting and 
congregational singing 

December 24, 7:00 p.m.: Outdoor service with candle 
lighting; this will be a repeat of the 5:00 service with 
no live stream 

December 24, 7:30 p.m.: Bonfire and carols 

If the weather disrupts our plans on Christmas Eve:   

10:00-7:00 p.m.: The church building will be open for 
walk through tours of the displayed nativities 

The 5:00 and 7:00 services will be broadcast via FM 
broadcast in the church parking area  

CHURCH BUSINESS 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
DIGITAL ways to donate to 
church: 

1. Through church website. 

2. Smart phone and tablet app:  
 GivePlusChurch 

3. QR Code 

Thank you for your continued generosity in these 
last months. The program, worship, mission, and 
fellowship of the church continue by your 
participation and commitment. God has been 
praised at our church for 160+ years. We have roots 
in the past, life in the present, and continued hope 
in the future of our faith family together. God bless 
you in these trying days. 

SESSION NOTES 

OCTOBER 2020 
1. 75% way through the year 

(September 30th), ending 
month balance of $35,803.68.  Per Capita at 
46% of budget.  Regular offering pledged is at 
78.1%.  Regular offering non-pledged is at 
34.5%. 

2. Contract made with Memorials by Michael to 
make gravestone repairs in cemetery. 

3. Congregational meeting set for October 25 to 
elect officers and for brief financial update. 

4. Socks drive in November.  
5. Sunday School moving to all virtual in 

November. 
6. Biannual Pastor Review Congregational Survey 

available by Google Survey. Annual reviews 
will be conducted with church staff later in 
October. 

7. Designated donations paid for church building 
power washing on 9/01/2020. State inspector 
cleared elevator.  Building Committee to meet 
after harvest to deal with some broken 
branches in trees, proactive pruning near 
buildings. 

8. Motion approved to send letters concerning 
church membership status to: Dawn DeMean, 
Randy & Diane Hora, Marcia Houk, David and 
Amy McKelvy, Michelle Reif, Gerald Shepherd, 
Terry & Diane Smith, Dennis & Gayle 
Sopousek, Janene Thompson, Andrew Wilson, 
Nicole Wilson, Brian Wright. 

9. Thanksgiving Ecumenical service will be 
recorded and uploaded online at churches’ 
websites/Facebook 

10. Soup and Kolach event net income to date: 
$5,046.31 

11. Motion approved to prepare grant application 
for Lilly Endowment National Clergy Renewal 
Program for a sabbatical in 2022 for Pastor 
Julie. 
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SNOW PLOWING   
We are looking for someone to plow snow if needed 
this winter. If you would like to volunteer or know of 
someone who might be interested, please contact Pat 
at 846-2418 or pat.kilberger@gmail.com. 
 

SAFETY & SECURITY TEAM  

Volunteers wanted for a Safety & Security Team. 
Members would develop a security plan including 
policies, activity protocols and emergency 
preparedness. Once established, the team would 
meet quarterly. For more information contact Pat at 
pat.kilberger@gmail.com or 846-2418. 

UPDATING CONTACT INFO 
I have noticed over time that phone numbers of 
church members, especially home numbers, are no 
longer working numbers.  Please update your cell 
phone/home phone numbers.  Also, if you have 
changed your email address, please update.  Changes 
should be emailed to: office@elypres.org. Thank you, 
Elaine Bailey, Deacon  

COMMUNITY & OUTREACH 

Step Forward For 100 Socks 

The Socks Box has collected over 300 pairs of socks for 
local missions and shelters.  

CROP WALK 2020 
Due to the Covid-19 situation, we elected not to have 
the actual Ely Crop Walk on the first Sunday of 
October.  We did encourage participants to walk when 
and where it was convenient for them.  
We did a financial collection of all three churches (First 
Presbyterian Church, Shueyville UMC and St John 
Church) for CROP WALK 2020.   

Following are the dollar collections for years 2019 and 
2020: 

Year 2019                Year 2020 
First Pres              $725                         $190 
All 3 churches         $1,935.00                $1,490.00 
 
Thank you to everyone for your financial support to a 
world wide organization for Hunger.  
 
Submitted:  William Serbousek  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Janice Howell    December 1 
Verne Svec    December 2 
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY will continue by 
Facebook live streaming in December. Matthew 
22+ 

Coffee Chat will be by zoom around 10:00 a.m. on 
Wednesdays. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/250060150?pwd=MH
VKMU4rRWhoOVJlbHdZcElGVHpJUT09  Meeting 
ID: 250 060 150 Passcode: 386508 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
In early December, volunteers will practice by 
Zoom and record a program unlike any other 
year. Volunteers can be students near and far—
no limitation on distance with Zoom! Contact 
Dawn Zacek to participate. We will enjoy the 
program on Sunday, December 20. 

 

 
This year’s Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 
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Hello from Youth 
Group!  

BIG Thank you to all 
who donated to 

Operation Christmas Child Boxes this year; items 
brought to church, funds donated for additional 
items and postage, etc.  Altogether, we delivered 
39 shoeboxes to the collection site, to be 
delivered to children in need around the 
world!  We praise God for the opportunity to 
share His Love in this way!   

Second, we were disappointed to postpone the 
Thanksgiving meal in November; we wanted to 
keep everyone safe.  Please know that you were 
in our thoughts that day, and will continue to be 
throughout the holidays.  We pray everyone is 
safe, healthy, and finds Joy in new ways this 
season.    

Youth received “Make Way for Advent” daily 
devotionals, and our lessons in December will 
correspond with the devotionals.  These booklets 
are geared to teens and deliver Advent lessons in 
a fun, creative way. Thank you to the church for 
providing these resources for our celebration of 
Advent!  

In November, we continued to Zoom Youth Group 
meetings on Sunday nights at 6pm, and this will 
extend into December and likely through the new 
year.  The zoom invitation is sent to youth and 
families via email, and is the same each week.  On 
the 13th, we will have a Christmas celebration via 
zoom for all youth, including Christmas Jeopardy, 
Santa Bingo, and a Gingerbread house decorating 
contest! 

Do you have redeemable beverage containers 
you’d like to donate?  Let Angie know, and we will 
pick up these items in a non-contact way.  Text or 
call Angie at 319-899-1223 for pickup.  We hope 
this is helpful for you and the Earth - to avoid 

your trip to redeem these containers, and keep 
them from the landfill! 

Please let me know if there are any questions 
about youth programming, and thank you for 
your continued support! 

Merry Christmas, and May God Bless You in 
2021!! 

Angie 

YOUTH SCHEDULE 
December 2020 
 
Sunday, December 6th:  
10:30am:   SS - via Zoom 
6pm: Youth Group meeting and lesson via Zoom  
 
Sunday December 13th:   
10:30am:   SS - via Zoom 
6pm: Youth Group meeting and Christmas Party 
via Zoom 
         
Sunday, December 20th:  
10:30am:   SS - via Zoom 
6pm: Youth Group meeting and lesson via Zoom 
 
Sunday, December 27th:  
10:30am:   SS - via Zoom 
6pm: Youth Group meeting and lesson via Zoom 
 
Sunday, January 3rd:  
10:30am:   SS - via Zoom 
6pm: Youth Group meeting and lesson via Zoom 

 

 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes loaded up and ready for delivery 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar, December 2020 
  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Nov 29 1st Sunday Advent 
  9:30 Worship Livestream  
          & FM broadcasting 
 10:30 Fellowship Zoom 
 10:30 SS Livestream 
  6:00 Youth Group Zoom 

Nov 30 1 
 

2 
9:30 Bible Study LS 
10:00 Coffee Chat Zoom 
 
6:00 Handbells 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5  

 6  2nd Sunday Advent 
   9:30 Worship Livestream  
          & FM broadcasting 
 10:30 Fellowship Zoom 
 10:30 SS Livestream 
  6:00 Youth Group Zoom 

7  8  9 
9:30 Bible Study LS 
10:00 Coffee Chat Zoom 
 
6:00 Handbells  

10 
 
 
 
   

11 
 
  

12 
 
 
 
  

 13  3rd Sunday Advent 
  9:30 Worship Livestream  
          & FM broadcasting 
 10:30 Fellowship Zoom 
 10:30 SS Livestream 
  6:00 Youth Group Zoom 

14 
 
  

15 16 
9:30 Bible Study LS  
10:00 Coffee Chat Zoom 
 
6:00 Handbells 
 

17 
 
6:30 Session Meeting 

18 
 
  

19 
 
 
  
  

 20  4th Sunday Advent 
   9:30 Worship Livestream 
          & FM broadcasting  
          w/ Kids’ Program 
 10:30 Fellowship Zoom 
 10:30 SS Livestream 
  6:00 Youth Group Zoom 
 Newsletter Deadline 

21 
 
 
  

22 
  

23 
9:30 Bible Study LS 
10:00 Coffee Chat Zoom  

24 
10-7: Church open for 
Nativity Display walk 
through 
 
5:00 Outdoor Christmas    
   Eve Candlelight Service  
   Livestream 
7:00  Outdoor Christmas  
   Eve Candlelight Service 
7:30 Bonfire and Carols 

25 
 
 
 

 

26 
  

 27  1st Sunday Christmas 
   9:30 Worship Livestream 
          & FM broadcasting 
 10:30 Fellowship Zoom 
 10:30 SS Livestream 
  6:00 Youth Group Zoom 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 30 31 Jan 1 
 

Jan 2 
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