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FROM THE PASTOR 

O Holy Night, the stars are brightly shining. It is 
the night of the dear Savior's birth. 

Each year, for one night only on Christmas Eve, 
we light the Bethlehem Star stained glass window 
at church. It is the top of the three windows at 
the main entrance. Dark every other night, dim in 
the daylight with an outline of the star, on 
Christmas Eve the blue and white glass pieces 
shine bright into the night. They are best seen 
when driving west to church from Ely. 

The Bethlehem Star reminds us of those who 
came looking for Jesus, seeking their way in the 
darkness of the world and finding that the star led 
them onward.  

We Three Kings of Orient are;  
Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
Following yonder star. 

O star of wonder, star of light,  
Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding,  
Guide us to thy perfect light. 

It is a symbol of Christmas. It is also a symbol of 
the ancestors who journey to this foreign land to 
start a new life.  They kept their old faith while 
they planted a new church to practice it.  

Even more symbolic than the idea of the star, the 
design is the Moravian Star. The Moravian Church 
which originated in Bohemia and Moravia regions 
often used the Moravian Star in nativities during 
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany. Originally in the 
1830’s, a math teacher assigned a geometry 
project for his students to use paper and glue to 

make a polyhedron and attaching pyramids on 
the facets. The result was lovely paper lanterns. 
Traditionally the Moravian Star has 26 points 
made on 18 squares and 8 triangular cones 
connected to a sphere. 

Star of the East, Oh Bethlehem's star,  
Guiding us on to Heaven afar! 

Sorrow and grief and lull'd by thy light,  
Thou hope of each mortal, in death's lonely night! 

Advent reminds of the times of darkness when 
we await the Light of the world to be born. The 
star lights our way to the newborn King. May the 
light of the star brighten our path of faith to 
Christmas and beyond. 

Blessings to you in Christ, Pastor Julie 

CHRISTMAS DAY and ADVENT 
It is a rare occasion to have a worship service on 
Christmas Day.  Our church will celebrate!  Our 
Lord is with us!  Please join our church family for 
this special time together – 9:30 a.m., Sunday, 
December 25th. 

Come each Sunday of the Advent season to hear 
messages of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.  Let the 
custom of lighting candles deepen your 
appreciation of Christmas.  Liturgy is a form of 
communal worship, and the Advent wreath is one 
of the most meaningful liturgies for families.  The 
sharing of thoughts and prayers during the brief 
ceremonies fill all who participate with a warm 
sense of belonging and spiritual presence.  
November 27, December 4, 11, and 18 plus our 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.       
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WORSHIP & PROGRAM 

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
December 4: Second Sunday of Advent: 
Genesis28:10-17, Psalm 34, Matthew 18:1-4, 10-
14. Conversations with Angels, Part 2. After 
worship: Congregational meeting following 
worship concerning elevator lift replacement. 

Ushers: Jim & Judy Serbousek 
Greeters: Manders Family 
Candlelighter: Rob & Julie Kilberger Family 

December 11: Third Sunday of Advent, Isaiah 
63:7-9, Psalm 148; Luke 15:1-10. Conversations 
with Angels, Part 3. After worship: Sounds of 
Christmas Recital. 

Ushers: Larry & Deb Krohn 
Greeters: Becky & Ted Grenis 
Candle Lighters: Mineck Family 

December 18: Fourth Sunday of Advent: 
Christmas play (of sorts). After worship: Cookie 
Walk—bring two dozen of your prettiest and 
tastiest cookies, take two dozen (and it is ok to 
pack a plate for someone else.) 

Ushers: Matt Zacek Family 
Greeters: Tedrow Family 
Candle Lighters: Dan Chadima Family 

December 24, 7:00 p.m.: Holy Communion and 
Candlelight service celebrating Christmas Eve. 
After worship: open house at the manse. 

Ushers: Fred & Sarah Harris 
Greeters: Bressler Family 
Candle Lighters: Volunteers Needed 

December 25: Christmas Day worship at 9:30: 
“Ring the bells, ring the bells, Let the whole world 
know Christ the Savior lives today As He did so 
long ago!” After worship: Christmas brunch. 

Ushers: Bob & Carol Andrle 
Greeters: Gary & Pat Kilberger 
Candle Lighters: Volunteers Needed 

January 1: Start the new year with a new 
determination to recognize God in your life.  From 

9:00-9:20 a.m.:  Nespresso cappuccino and 
double shots of expresso available. 

Ushers: Kevin & Shirley Bailey 
Greeters: BIll & Penny Serbousek 
Liturgist: Barb Horak 

THE FLUTES ARE COMING, THE 
FLUTES ARE COMING! 
Sophia Chadima, student at Luther College, will 
be playing her flute during the Worship Service on 
December 18. 

Tamara Maddaford from Castle Rock, CO., and 
Joanne Chadima will be playing duets during the 
Worship Service on January 1. 

Everyone is invited.  

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS  
Music ministry has been an enjoyable part of 
worship at First Presbyterian Church near Ely for a 
long time. Many lasting friendships and 
relationships are a direct result of the music 
ministry. The pandemic and the resulting 
requirement to close the church for such a long 
time have taken a toll on us differently. Many of 
us are still struggling to find normalcy in our daily 
lives and our life at church. 

Many of us have felt called to serve our living 
Christ by offering our gifts of music individually 
and through group ministries such as the bell 
choir and the adult church choir. Maybe you have 
experienced healing and comfort by participating 
in the church music ministries in the past, or 
somebody has told you their personal story. 
The bell or the church choir needs your 
participation once again. The scripture says, 
“Make a joyful noise to God.” The hymn says, 
“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling…come 
home….” 

Please, will you prayerfully consider sharing your 
gift of music with others by once again 
participating in our church music ministry? We 
need you! 
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Youth Group prepare to serve the Senior Meal. 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS 
If you would be interested in serving as an Advent 
Candle Lighter, please let Stephanie or Pastor 
Julie know. Candle lighters are still needed for 
December 24 & 25. 

BUILDING EXPANSION PROJECT 
A note from Joanne Chadima concerning Building 
Expansion donations –  

The $600,000 goal, determined at the beginning 
of the Project, has been met.  However, the 
financial challenges since May of 2021 have been 
impactful.  Effects from inflation have been 
unforeseen and discouraging.  Much has been 
done by the Committee to move the building 
forward and they are to be commended, 
however, financial support needs to be 
emphasized at this time.    

As Funds Chair, I must put out the call to please 
consider donating to the Project before the year’s 
end.  Would it be beneficial to make a tax-
deductible donation for tax benefits?  Would you 
wish to donate to honor a family member or 
family name?  Would you share proceeds from 
sales or inheritance?  These are personal 
questions – but these considerations would be 
appreciated so much in order to continue with 
the project.  We would need $250,000 to 
confidently proceed.  Donations can be given 
under the charitable designation of 501c3.        

I want to thank every individual who has donated 
– your support means so much.  Our hope is that 
this Building will help us grow our outreach in the 
community by providing a place for gathering and 
providing services.  To God be the glory.  

Most humbly, Joanne K. Chadima    

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Janice Howell   December 1 
Ian Williams   December 2 
Sofia Miner   December 4 
Ron Reihman   December 4 
Rob Kilberger   December 6 
Becky Grenis   December 6 
Rachel Manders  December 8 
Dan Manders   December 9 
Jeff Wilson   December 13 
Janice Hofer   December 14 
Aspen Pool   December 14 
Andrew Walter  December 17 
Marjorie Thirkettle  December 17 
Marilyn Manganello  December 20 
Christopher Serbousek December 22 
Stephanie Buonadonna December 22 
Thomas Buonadonna  December 22 
Mary Ann Buresh  December 24 
Hailey Zacek   December 24 
Penny Serbousek  December 25 
Natalie Walter   December 25 
Todd Parker   December 25 
Janelle Benish   December 26 
Karen Zacek   December 28 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Patrick & Amy Miner  December 15 
Dave & Chris Faltis  December 23 
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Volunteers pose in front of the fellowship hall tree after decorating. 

CHURCH BUSINESS  

A LOT TO BE THANKFUL FOR 
A lot of projects have been going on this year so I 
thought I'd give you a consolidation of things that 
happened. The year started with some great 
volunteers coming out for the spring 
workday. The property looked a little messed up 
at the beginning of spring with the new septic 
being installed last fall. The grounds have been 
leveled and seeded; the new fence will prevent 
damage to the new septic system; and a partial 
new sidewalk was installed to replace what 
needed to be uprooted for the new septic lines. 
Some of the playground equipment was damaged 
making it necessary to relocate and replace with a 
new playground along with improving the existing 
one. The church and manse were power washed 
to give a shining new look and part of the manse 
fencing was removed to keep the county happy. A 
few trees were donated and planted west of the 
basketball court, south end of grass, in the middle 
of existing trees, and alongside the north 
driveway. Still, a few trees need to be trimmed 
and maybe a couple dead ones taken down. The 
solar panel is the newest addition and is in full 
operation providing electrical power which will 
improve our bottom line financially. The soup 
supper of course is a mainstay of our church that 
gets everyone involved with a lot of hard work 
and time from a lot of people. It sure is good, 
especially when those kolaches come right out of 
the oven! 

Still to come are two major projects that are in 
the works which are the building expansion of 
course; and also what to do with our current 
elevator system. Three different options were 
discussed at an open meeting after church 
November 13 for the elevator. After our latest 
session meeting November 17, it was decided to 
replace the existing elevator with a new 
elevator/lift system from Access Elevators and 
Lifts based out of Des Moines with their area 
representative growing up right here in Ely. 
Pictures and descriptions are displayed on 
bulletin boards in the church basement 
along with places to observe existing 
similar elevators/lifts. This is a separate issue and 
not related to the building expansion at all, so 
financing will also be separate. More information 
will be forthcoming about donations for this and 
hopefully we can have it installed by the end of 
January 2023. An ambitious goal, but 
completely attainable!! A congregational meeting 
will be held on December 4 to address this issue.  

All in all, a lot to be thankful for. Take a look at 
everything and see how nice it all looks. Just 
imagine what it will look like with the building 
expansion complete and a bigger/better parking 
lot too!! Praise God above and thank you to a lot 
of good volunteers that put time and effort into 
all that happens with our church.  

Larry Krohn 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

 
Christmas Eve Open House at the manse 
following the evening’s worship service. 

You are invited to share in cozy and warm 
hygge fellowship together.  
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SESSION NOTES FROM 
OCTOBER 20, 2022 

1. Clerk’s report: Worship 
attendance in 
September 2022 (in 
person/live streaming): 
September 4:44/8, September 11:54/7, 
September 18:43/8, September 25: 44/9. 
Communion – September 11 served 51. 
Member death: Verne Dale Svec, 
December 2, 1941 – September 19, 2022. 
Membership as of September 30, 
2022=176 

2. Motion approved to hold a Congregational 
meeting to elect officers on October 30, 
2022.  

3. Christian Education – “Trunk or Treat” will 
give more opportunity for contacting 
more kids. Last Sunday combined class 
with older kids and had about 7 in 
attendance. Going to have regular classes 
until Thanksgiving, then maybe looking at 
something else 

4. Expansion – Architectural plans are done, 
no financial costs available yet 

5. Fellowship – A dedication for the wooden 
sculpted picture from Hus on Sunday, 
November 6, after service will be held in 
the Church living room.  Czech 
refreshments will be served. To start the 
Advent Festival with Bread and Soup is 
planned. We have received a thank you 
note from Kay Erenberger family.  

6. Funds:. Motion approved for the 2022 
camper 50% fee scholarships. (Tyler & 
Caleb Holst, Sarah Chadima, Daniel 
Schuett, Quinn & Sawyer Rouse and Silva 
Bressler).  

7. Mission – CROP Walk: First Pres near Ely 
had 13 walkers and raised $1,326; 
Shueyville Methodist had 10 walkers and 
raised $1,300; St John’s Lutheran had 9 
walkers and raised $1,175 = a total of 

$3,801. Bill Serbousek deserves credit for 
getting this all organized. 

8. A drive for winter gear will be donated to 
Olivet Mission will be coming up this 
winter.  

9. Nominating Committee – Theresa Harder, 
Pat Kilberger, Everett Williams present the 
following: 
 Elder Christian Education-Diane 

Reist to serve a second term, 2023-2025 
 Elder Worship & Program-Joanne 

Chadima to serve a second term, 2023-2025 
 Elder Mission-Misti Huedepohl to 

serve a second term 2023-2025 
 Youth Elder-no volunteer for this 

position for 2023 
 Deacon-Deb Krohn, 2023-2025 
 Deacon Karen Zacek and Deacon 

Eleanor Burke to serve together, 2023-2025 
 We thank Leslie Harder, Bob & 

Jean Kolek and Bob & Carole Andrle for their 
service. 
10. Property – Bids are being sought to 

replace or repair the elevator lift. Alliant 
Energy will be installing a new electric 
meter to accommodate the solar array. 
Afterwards, the panels will be 
functionable. New trees have been 
donated and being planted at church.  

11. Soup Supper report: Kolach Sales: 
$3,928.42; Soup Sales: $3,360.00; 
Donations: $429.00; Gross Total: 
$7,717.42. Country Store: $1,150. 

12. Stewardship-2023 stewardship emphasis 
will be the theme of “Thankful Praise” 
with scriptural emphasis on “give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 
Thessalonians 5:18) and hymn emphasis 
will center on “Now Thank We All Our 
God.” A newsletter article and 
commitment cards will be in the 
November newsletter. Stewardship 2023 
dedication will be November 13. 
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Happy December from Youth Group!  

November was a month of fun and service for Youth 
Group!  We celebrated Fall and Halloween with a 
hayrack ride and Trunk-or-treat.  Thank you to 
everyone who brought treats and decorated a 
trunk!  The kids had a great time dressing up in their 
costumes; we had church members and even some 
friends from Ely at our event - thanks to some 
advertising on Facebook.  BIG THANK YOU to Carl Z 
for the hay wagon ride - always a treat! 

On November 12th, Youth Group hosted 30 senior 
members of our congregation and community at a 
Harvest Dinner in celebration of Thanksgiving. Youth 
and adults baked, peeled, chopped, stirred, cooked, 
decorated and prepared for our guests, who joined us 
for a turkey meal and dessert. In addition, nine meals 
were delivered or picked up the following day.  Thank 
you to all who attended the event, and also those who 
brought youth, guided them in food preparation, and 
even helped with dishes!  What Wonderful Blessings!! 
Special mention goes to: Joanne C for bringing 
rohlicky dough and sharing her expertise, Darla M for 
great help with the pies, Brian T for carving turkeys, 
Judy S for help with deliveries,  Diane R and Larry M 
for calls offering assistance, Sharon and Jan F for the 
freshly dug potatoes (YUM!) and parents Troy and 
Christal B, Jodie C, Jeri and Casey H, Rachel M, Steve 
S, Jamie S, and Rene T who support this event in so 
many ways - before, during and after! 

Later in November, youth packed a RECORD-
BREAKING 57 boxes for Operation Christmas Child to 
share God’s Love to children all over the world!  Thank 
you to so many congregation members for bringing 
boxes and donating items and funds to fill boxes and 
support the postage needed to send them!  We pray 
these boxes bring even more children to know and 
love Jesus! 

In December, Youth will celebrate with a Christmas 
Party on Sunday, December 4th at Church.  We will 
have a snacks / hors d’oeuvres potluck, play games, 
and have a gift exchange.  Later in the month, some 
youth will participate in Sounds of Christmas 
individually. 

As we end the year, youth will be taking orders for 
Poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas 
Eve service.  If you would like to order one or more in 
memory or in honor of someone, please see the order 
form in this newsletter or any bulletin.  Order 

deadline is December 18th, and plants can be taken 
home after worship on Christmas Eve, or donated to a 
member who might need some Christmas 
Cheer!  Thank you in advance for considering this 
opportunity.  

Youth group is seeking adults of all ages who are 
interested in sharing their interests and talents with 
us; What is your passion or hobby? Could you show us 
/ tell us about it? Can we try it out?  Please contact 
Angie or any Sunday School teacher to plan a date to 
share! 

We will continue accepting redeemable cans and 
bottles from our church friends willing to donate; 
these funds help with activity costs. These cans and 
bottles can be set inside the youth room door. Thank 
you to all who are helping the youth in this way and 
recycling!  

Please let me know if there are any questions about 
youth programming (phone/text 319-899-1223 or 
email: angelaehle3@gmail.com), and thank you for 
your continued support!  

Blessings~   
Angie Zahradnik Ehle 
 
Youth Schedule – December 
2022 

Sunday, December 4th: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
at church - snack potluck and 
Christmas Party 
 
Sunday, December 11th: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sounds of Christmas 
6:00 p.m. NO evening Youth Group 
 
Sunday, December 18th: Poinsettia Orders Due! 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 p.m. Youth Group at church - Christmas Movie 
night! 
 
Sunday, December 25th: MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
No Sunday School or Youth Group 
 
Sunday, January 1st, 2023: HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
9:30 a.m.  Worship 
No Sunday School or Youth Group 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar 
December 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
7:30 Choir Practice 

2 
7:00 baking kolaches for 
coffee hour 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

3 
 
 
 
 

 4  2nd Sunday Advent 
   Food Pantry Sunday 
   9:30  Worship with  
     Livestream 
  10:45 Coffee Hour 
  10:45 Sunday School 
    6:00 YG C’mas Party 

5 6 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

7 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
6:15 Handbell Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 

8 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

9 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
 

10 

 11 3rd Sunday Advent 
  9:30  Worship  with  
     Livestream 
  11:00 Sounds of C’mas 
     

12 13 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

14 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
6:15 Handbell Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 

15 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
6:30 Session Meeting 

16 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

 18 4th Sunday Advent 
  9:30  Worship with  
     Livestream 
  10:45 Coffee Hour 
  10:45 Sunday School 
   6:00 Youth Group 

19 
 
 

20 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

21 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
6:15 Handbell Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 

22 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
 

23 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
 
 
 
7:00 Candlelight Service 

25 Christmas Day 
  9:30  Worship with  
     Livestream 
  10:45 Coffee Hour 

26 27 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

28 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
 

29 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

30 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

31 New Year’s Eve 
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Adam Zahradnik 
205 NE Maple Street 
Elkhart, IA 50073-6500 


