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FROM THE PASTOR

May God answer our prayers for them. May God
answer their prayers for us, too.

Thank you notes.

In Christ,
Pastor Julie

We know that we should write them, but,
sometimes it slips our minds, sometimes it gets
under the pile on the desk, or sometimes we
simply do not want to do it.
We have received several thank you notes at
church in January. Most are for donations in 2017
that the church has made. Here is a particular one
from El Guacio Camp in Puerto Rico, Wilmari
Vientos the Executive Director. Wilmari writes:
I want to thank you for your generous
contribution to El Guacio camp. Currently, we
are helping the community with clean water,
ice, and laundry services. We continue to be
without power and your donation has been
used to keep the generator running so we can
continue to serve the community. You have
been an instrument of God and answer to my
prayers. I have told the community about your
aid and are also thankful. In the same way, we
have covered the specific needs of community
members when they approach us. Thank you!
You will continue to be in my prayers so that
God may also fill your needs. Thanks for
allowing yourself to be used by God and be
God’s witness in the distance.
Isn’t it great to make these connections with
believers around the world? When youth and
parents from our church went to do projects at El
Guacio Camp, who knew what catastrophe would
happen during and after the summer’s hurricane
season?

PS: Check out the other thank you notes posted
on the bulletin board on the lower level at
church.

Dear Friends,
On behalf of the Presbyterian Mission Agency,
thank you for your gift to One Great Hour of
Sharing. Your gift impacts thousands of people
around the world who are recovering from both
natural and human-caused disasters. It is
instrumental in alleviating hunger and its root
causes and helps forge partnerships that promote
the dignity and justice for all God’s people by
providing tools for self-development. Gifts to all
our Special Offerings join Presbyterians from
around the world in a common purpose-sharing
Christ’s love.
We invite you to learn more about how your gifts
to the four churchwide Special Offerings are used,
and how they are directly affecting the lives of
others, by visiting our website,
presbyterianmission.org/SpecialOfferings or by
following us on facebook,
https://facebook.com/SpecialOfferings.
With sincere gratitude,
Bryce Wiebe,
Director, Special Offerings
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Dear All,
We thank you so much for your very generous
$250 gift to our pantry. We have provided gift
certificates to Sam’s Main Street Market for both
the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays and
monetary donations help significantly.
We are grateful to our friends.
Sincerely,
Sandy Hanson
Pantry Coordinator

EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children’s Sunday School, 10:45 a.m. Sundays
starting in the sanctuary after the bell rings
February 4: Go and do likewise, Matthew 25:34-40
February 11: Filled with the Holy Spirit
February 18: A Whole Different Meal
February 25: Pretzel making in the kitchen
March 4: Living a new life together

Dear Partners in God’s Mission,
Thank you for your support of Presbyterian
Mission! Your generous and faithful giving allows
all of us who work together in God’s mission to
bring the gospel of Christ to all corners of the
world. It provides the funds to help bear the
burdens of those in times of crisis, those in
poverty, those who are in need. Thank you for
partnering with us in that call.
The generosity of your congregation has provided
the following support: On December 12, 2017, we
received $155.00 for Disaster Relief – U.S.
Wildfires and $155.00 for Disaster Relief—U.S.
Hurricane Response.
We are grateful to your support of Presbyterians
who serve in His name all around the world. Your
contribution changes people’s lives for the sake of
the gospel every day. I hope to have an
opportunity to meet you and your congregation
in person in 2018. Meanwhile, please don’t
hesitate to contact me with questions about the
mission and ministries of the Presbyterian
Mission Agency, and its resources. I’m here to
help.
Again, thank you for giving to enable all people to
know God’s life-giving welcome in Jesus Christ.
You are a valued partner in mission.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Rhonda K. Kruse
Mission Engagement Advisor, Midwest

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation class will be held this spring on Sunday
mornings 11-11:45 a.m. in the manse for Middle
School and High School students at church who
have not been confirmed. The purpose of the class
is to explore the Bible, faith, and discipleship as
students. Toward the end, students will decide
whether they are going to become a member of the
church.
Students will have these tasks:
1. Attend class time
2. Do two projects with a mentor (an active adult in
the congregation. It works best if the student
chooses someone--not an immediate relative--but I
can arrange this too.)
3. Prepare a Faith statement (we will walk through
this process during class)
4. Complete worship reports (I will walk students
through this during class time)
5. Meet with the Session, Thursday, May 27 at 6:30
p.m.
6. Complete a fabric and felt project during class
7. Stand before the congregation on Sunday, June 3
during worship and then reception after worship
downstairs at church
If there is a student that you would like to see in the
class, please encourage them.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VBS for 2018 will be held at church July 9-12,
Monday-Thursday in the evenings and include a
light supper. Summer may seem a long way off,
but, get VBS on your calendar first! And invite a
neighbor or family member.

CAMP WYOMING
Discount pricing for summer camp is before
March 15. Also, family discount of $25 for
additional children. Also, bring three friends who
have never attended before and receive 50%
discount. Finally, the church offers partial
scholarships for students.
Summer may seem a long way off, but, get camp
on your calendar first second!

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
“A bruised reed, God will not break. A smoldering
wick he will not snuff out.” Isaiah 42:3
We think childhood should be a time of learning,
loving, growing—school, sports, church, family,
activities. But, too often childhood contains
difficulties. Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACE’s) are traumatic events that can dramatically
upset a child’s sense of safety and well-being.
Without supportive relationships and community,
ACEs can impact lifelong well-being. They are
categorized into three areas: ABUSE: Physical,
Psychological, Sexual; NEGLECT: Physical and
Psychological; and, HOUSEHOLD DYSFUNCTION:
Substance abuse, Parent with mental illness,
Incarcerated parent, Divorce, Domestic violence.
Those are 10 extremely serious areas. And, there
are many around us with those realities. Even, in
our own childhood.
How do we care for these immediate and
extended family members? Neighbors? How do
we care for and love these kids at church?
As Chaplain Chris Haughee, the author of the
curriculum "Bruised Reeds and Smoldering Wicks”
writes in the intro, “The focus on children is

intentional. As you will see, the trauma
experienced as children may have an impact that
lasts for the rest of an individual’s lifetime…Each
of us was a child at one time, and learning about
how trauma and adversity may have affected you
will provide insight into your present spirituality
and Christian discipleship. Exploration of these
themes may provide a bridge between the
strengths your church has in terms of relationship
and supportive community and those struggling
children and families.”
To view background of the research and health
implications of ACE (Adverse Childhood
Experiences), there is a 4-minute YouTube video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3A_HexLxDY
We continue to engage in a six-week study
Sunday School class in the church living room on
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. The study continues into
the following topics:
February 4: How the traumatized can look like
they "have it all together." key idea: those that
are dealing with trauma don't all look the same.
Even leaders in your community have been
touched by trauma... so everyone should be
treated compassionately.
February 11: Does being trauma-informed mean
we avoid saying hard things? key idea: Jesus was
compassionate, yet firm... being trauma-informed
means you prepare for the strong reaction some
topics may elicit, not that you avoid all issues that
may elicit a strong reaction.
February 18: Responding to trauma within the
compassionate Kingdom of God; key idea: God's
Kingdom stands apart from this world's kingdoms,
bringing justice and mercy where trauma and
heartache have prevailed.
And finally, we thank Jan Powers, a trained and
caring school guidance counselor, and a neighbor
of the church to co-lead the class. Thank you, Jan!
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COMMUNITY &
STEWARDSHIP
FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH COMMUNITY
NURSING (PARISH NURSING) COURSE
Mercy will be holding a Foundations of Faith
Community Nursing Course in Spring 2018. Faith
Community Nursing (Parish Nursing) is a recognized
specialty practice that combines professional
nursing and health ministry, with emphasis on
health and healing within a faith community. This
course will provide the basic foundation for the
nurse interested in practicing in the faith
community/parish nurse role in his/her faith
community.
The course will be held at Mercy and class dates
are:




April 3, 5, 17, 19 – 4:30 to 8:30 p.m.
April 7 and April 21 – 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Self Study – 3 hours

Participants must attend all classes. Contact hours
of nursing continuing education credit will be
awarded for attending the course. Course
registration fee is $100.00 which includes all
learning materials, food, refreshments, and
continuing education credit. For questions or to
register, please call Melissa Cullum, Director of
Community Benefit and Patient Relations at (319)
221-8568 or email mcullum@mercycare.org.
Additional information can be found on the flyer
posted on the basement bulletin board.

WINTER WEATHER
Changes in services or other church
activities due to winter weather will be
announced on KCRG, elypres.org, and in
the church Facebook page.

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED
TO PLAY A PIPE ORGAN?
Well, here is your chance!
PIPE ORGAN ENCOUNTER 2018
SPONSORED BY THE RIVER VALLEY
CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN
GUILD OF ORGANISTS
All interested students who are in grade 5 or above
are invited to see, hear and play a special pipe
organ at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Marion. You
will have the opportunity to learn about how an
organ is played and, best of all, area organists will
help you play it for yourself!
When: SATURDAY, February 17, 2018 10:00
AM to 1:00 PM
Where: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 8300 C
Ave NE, Marion, IA 52302
Cost: FREE! PIZZA LUNCH INCLUDED
This wonderful opportunity is FREE and open to
everyone, whether or not you have ever studied the
organ. Some piano background is helpful. Bring a
favorite piece of music to play on the organ.
Please make reservations by contacting: Matthew
Penning at rivervalleyago@gmail.com
Please include your name, age, years of piano/organ
study, address, and phone number.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
If you are looking for a fulfilling opportunity to give
back to your community through volunteerism,
Mercy Medical Center is looking for you! Whether
warming someone’s day at Uncommon Grounds
coffee shop, helping long-term care residents enjoy
mealtime through the Silver Spoons program,
supporting patients and families as an Ambassador,
or so much more, every talent has the chance to
shine at Mercy-Cedar Rapids. Join Mercy’s
volunteer team today and help us make every day
brighter for patients, visitors and staff! To learn
more or to apply, visit www.mercycare.org/volunter
or call (319) 398-6035.
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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
February 4: Youth Sunday, Souper Bowl of Caring,
Children’s Choir Singing
Liturgist: Dan Chadima
Greeters: Darla Meyer Family
Ushers: Bob & Jean Kolek
February 11: Jazz Sunday with breakfast before
worship: Filled with the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:1-12,
38. Choir and bell choir and more.
Liturgist: Theresa Harder
Greeters: Ted & Becky Grenis
Ushers: Dan & Rachel Manders
Wednesday, February 14: 4:00-6:00 p.m. drop by
for imposition of ashes at church if you are unable
to attend the 7:00 p.m. service: Soul Repair,
Psalm 51:1-17. Choir singing.
Greeters: Karen Zacek
Ushers: Bonnie Fencl

SESSION NOTES FROM
DECEMBER 21, 2017
1. Opened with prayer at 6:59 p.m. Minutes
approved.
2. November average Sunday attendance:
100
3. Church membership as of November 30,
2017: 219
4. Treasurer’s Report: Motion approved to
hold salaries flat in 2018. Motion
approved to adjust general mission giving
to $250 approved. Motion approved 2018
budget and to present it to the
congregation at the annual congregational
meeting.
5. Motion approved of 2018 communion
dates: February 18, March 29, April 1, May
20, August 5, October 7, December 2,
December 24, January 6, 2019.
6. Meeting closed at 8:55 p.m.

February 18: First Sunday of Lent, Holy
Communion: A Different Kind of Meal, Luke
22:14-20. Choir singing.
Liturgist: Matt Zacek
Greeters: Jim & Theresa Grieder
Ushers: Jeff & Diane Reist
February 25: Choir singing
Liturgist: Larry Modracek
Greeters: Gary & Pat Kilberger
Ushers: Dan Chadima Family
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YOUTH GROUP
Hello from the Youth Group!
In January, Youth resumed Sunday School, went
ice skating, attended the congregational annual
meeting, met with parents to discuss fundraising
and summer activities, and prepared for Youth
Sunday / Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday during
Youth Group time. We hope you will join us in
supporting the Souper Bowl of Caring with your
food and monetary donations to “Tackle Hunger”
locally! Donations will be directed to the Linn
Community Food Bank.
In February, Youth will lead worship on Souper
Bowl of Caring Sunday. We are also doing some
fundraising in two ways:
1. Youth will host a pancake breakfast on
Jazz Sunday, February 11th. Please join
the youth for a yummy breakfast at 8:00
a.m. on that day!
2. Youth will be delivering YellowBook phone
books to generate some funds for youth
activities and trips. If anyone is interested
in helping out or driving for this
fundraiser, please let Angie know!
As always, if there are any questions or
comments about the Youth programs, please feel
free to contact me.
Blessings,
Angie

YOUTH SCHEDULE:
FEBRUARY 2018
Friday, February 2nd:
4:00 p.m.: meet at Angie’s to deliver phone
books (2 hours Fundraising)
Sunday, February 4th:
8:00 a.m.: Meet for Youth Sunday Practice
and Breakfast
9:30am: YOUTH SUNDAY \ SOUPER BOWL
OF CARING
10:45 a.m.: Sunday School
6:00 p.m.: YG Super Bowl Party at Angie’s
Wednesday, February 7th:
4:00 p.m.: meet at Angie’s to deliver phone
books (2 hours Fundraising)
Sunday, February 11th:
6:30 a.m.: meet to prepare Pancake
Breakfast before Service
8:00 a.m.: Pancake Breakfast
10:45 a.m.: Sunday School / clean up after
breakfast
6:00 p.m.: Second Sunday Supper and Youth
Group
Monday, February 12th:
Time TBA: Phone book delivery day
Saturday, February 17th:
Time TBA: Phone book delivery day
Sunday, February 18st:
10:45 a.m.: Sunday School
6:30 p.m.: Youth Group
Sunday, February 25th:
10:45 a.m.: Sunday School
6:30 p.m.: Youth Group
Sunday, March 4th:
10:45 a.m.: Sunday School
6:00 p.m.: Youth Group

SOUPER BOWL MISSION STATEMENT
Using the energy of the Super Bowl to mobilize
youth in a united national effort to care for
people in their local communities who are hungry
and those in need.
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar, February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Sat

3

6
9—Noon Office Hours

7
8
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours
6:15 Handbell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

9
9—Noon Office Hours

10

13
9—Noon Office Hours

14 Ash Wednesday
15
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Imposition of Ashes
7:00 p.m. service

16
9—Noon Office Hours

17

20
9—Noon Office Hours

21
22
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours
6:15 Handbell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

23
9—Noon Office Hours

24

26

27
9—Noon Office Hours

6:30 Ladies’ Night Out

6:30 Men’s Night Out

28
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse
6:15 Handbell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

12

8:00 Breakfast
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
6:30 Youth Group

18 First Sunday of Lent 19
9:30 Worship
Newsletter deadline
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
6:30 Youth Group

9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
6:30 Youth Group

Fri

2
9—Noon Office Hours

9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
6:30 Youth Group

25

Thu

1
9—Noon Office Hours

4 Youth Sunday
5
Souper Bowl of Caring

11 Jazz Sunday

Wed
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