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THE BUILDING EXPANSION PROJECT
WHAT’S UP?
There are several reports included with this news.
First, we have an accounting of all the income and
expenses since 2018 - provided by our Funds
Manager, Phil Huedepohl. Second, we have charts
showing how much money individuals have given at
certain levels, members/non-members – provided by
our Treasurer, Judy Serbousek. All figures are current
as of May 31, 2022. As promised, all donations to this
project have been kept confidential. Thank you to Phil
and Judy for all the work they have done.
The Expansion Project and Fundraising committees
have been working very hard for a year to move
forward with the Building Project. We were ready to
sign the contract with Point Builders about a month
ago. The committee chose not to do so due to the
unprecedented increase in the cost of building
materials. Instead, the committee is choosing to work
on finalizing the design details and wait until the
materials costs have returned to a reasonable level.
Please thank Brian Thompson, Angie Ehle, Larry and
Theresa Harder, Bill Serbousek, and Larry Modracek:
Building; Joanne Chadima and Bill Serbousek:
Fundraising.

2. Church property documents updated.
3. Dying trees removed. – thank you volunteers!
4. Septic system (including Orangeburg sewer
lines) – paid with expansion funds.
5. The north sidewalk sections have been
replaced – thank you volunteers!
6. New trees planted – thank you volunteers!
UPCOMING WORK
1. New and improved playground – thank you
Jacob Manders (Eagle Scout).
2. Landscaping around new septic - in progress,
thank you volunteers!
3. Additional tree removal.
WHAT’S NEXT?
We are continuing the capital campaign for the
expansion. We have not yet explored grants or other
fundraising means. Please offer ideas and assistance
in the fundraising work. If you have not donated to
the project, please consider doing so, now is the time.
Please contact Joanne or Bill with your thoughts.

BUILDING EXPANSIONS DONATIONS

All donations are deeply appreciated. In summary, 35
nonmembers and 30 member families have
contributed (out of 127 family units listed in our
membership). The monetary contributions by
businesses have not been listed. We have very
generous commitments from T & K Roofing and
Harger Acoustics as they are so enthusiastic about our
project. Of the currently donated funds, several will
be listed as memorials to family members who loved
this church.
RECAP – WHAT HAS BEEN COMPLETED?
1. Applications for legal permits submitted.
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BUILDING EXPANSION FUND
TRANSACTIONS

WORSHIP & PROGRAM
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
July 3: Can it be fixed? 2 Kings 5:1-14
Liturgist: Misti Huedepohl
Ushers: Manders Family
Greeters: Karen Zacek
July 10: Where do we go from here? Colossians 1:1-14
Liturgist: Joanne Chadima
Ushers: Eadie Family
Greeters: Lindemann Family
July 17: Rev. Dr. Howard Chapman guest worship
leader
Liturgist: Jennie Netolicky
Ushers: Matt Zacek Family
Greeters: George & Joanne Chadima
July 24: Depths, Colossians 2:6-19
Liturgist: Bob Zvacek
Ushers: Ehle Family
Greeters: Janelle Benish
July 31: Was Jesus for and/or against the rich? Luke
12:13-21
Liturgist: Theresa Harder
Ushers: Bryan & Elaine Bailey
Greeters: Phil & Misti Huedepohl
August 7: Holy Communion. Rev. Jim DeSmidt, guest
worship leader
Liturgist: Brian Thompson
Ushers: Buonadonna/Arnold Family
Greeters: Harder Family
August 14: Sesquicentennial celebration in Ely, 9:00
a.m. (Note TIME difference)
August 21: Rev. Jim DeSmidt, guest worship leader
Liturgist: Becky Grenis
Ushers: Marlene Tiernan & Jennie Netolicky
Greeters: Dorothy Ditch
August 28: What matters? Jeremiah 2:4-13. Backpack
dedication Sunday
Liturgist: Joanne Chadima
Ushers: Ehle Family
Greeters: Bryan & Elaine Bailey
September 4: Labor Day weekend
Liturgist: Rachel Manders
Ushers: Jeff & Diane Reist
Greeters: Dick & Zelda Sherman

Sharon, Joanne and the choir perform during worship
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The session received the Scholarship
Committee recommendations and approved the
following scholarships:




The Pokorny Scholarship will be awarded to
Calvin Chadima,Grace Ehle and Nathan Harder
The Wilma Carson Scholarship will be awarded
to Grace Ehle
The Motycka Scholarship will be awarded to:
o Calvin Chadima
o Sophia Chadima
o Makenna Eadie
o Morgan Eadie
o Faith Ehle
o Grace Ehle
o Nathan Harder
o Luke Huedepohl
o Jack Manders
o Lauren Reist
o Andrew Walter
o Matthew Walter

We wish these students all the best.
Following is Grace Ehle's essay for the Wilma Carson
Scholarship. The topic: What event in the past year
has influenced you the most? Why?
The event in the past year that has influenced me the
most has been my journey to attaining a promotion at
my job working for Cambus. I have been working at
Cambus since my freshman year, and for the past year
or so I have been trying to get promoted to
dispatcher. For those of you who may not know, being
a dispatcher at Cambus is similar to being a dispatcher
for emergency medical services. The job requires
leadership skills, confidence, multi-tasking abilities,
and extensive knowledge of Cambus, routes, rules,
and procedures.
The first time I applied for this promotion was around
this time last year. It was the first time I had ever
applied for a promotion ever, and I was not expecting
much. Although I interviewed well, I did not get the
position, but was left with a lot of hope and many
important lessons learned. With the knowledge that
Cambus hires new dispatchers about every three
months, right after my first failed attempt I began

studying and practicing and reviewing for my next
attempt which I knew would come not long after. I set
my second interview for the middle of July and felt
more prepared than I ever thought possible. I had
spent six weeks learning, reviewing, and preparing,
and when the time came, I felt as though I had
crushed my interview. However, just two days later, I
was informed that I had not been chosen for the
position yet again.
To say that I was devastated was an understatement.
As I mentioned above, I had never felt more prepared
for anything in my entire life than I had when I did the
interview. To be honest, I had a little bit of a crisis. I
felt like if I was not good enough to get the job at that
moment, then I would never be. While recovering
from this shock I struggled to continue to be
passionate about my job and my desire to move up
the ladder. I felt defeated and worthless, and I began
to spiral, thinking that everything I ever wanted may
be out of reach. There were many nights of sadness
and struggles with self-worth.
Fortunately, I have a great support systems of friends,
family, and co-workers who were there to ensure that
I could do anything I put my mind to and to encourage
me to keep working toward that goal. Throughout the
spring semester, I continued to study and review all
that I could and even recruited some of my coworkers
to help me practice interviewing. Finally, in early April
of this year, I conducted a third interview and was
offered the job that same day.
I chose this even because it put several aspects of
myself to the test. It tested me mentally and
spiritually and required me to branch out in ways that
I would not have otherwise done. I have been
privileged throughout my life to attain many of my
dreams and goals but having to work for this one a bit
more than I was expecting made me a better person
overall. It taught me that hard work is nothing to be
ashamed of and that even though something is hard,
it is possible.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday morning Bible Study in the church
basement will meet July 6, 13, 20 and will be on
summer break until August 24 when it begins again.
Chapters 14-15 of the Gospel of Mark will be the
focus.
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VACATION BIBLE
STUDY
Hello All!
We are excited for VBS this
year, but it won't be a
success without your help! Our dates for the event
are each Sunday in July after 7/4 starting on 7/10 at
10:45 AM.
Currently the sign up is set up as a leader for the day
along with two support roles for the activities and
then a person to help with snacks. If you are
interested in only doing a portion of the VBS session
(music, games, lesson, etc), let me know and we can
work out a plan to make that work as well. Please
check out the link below and sign up if you are
available.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49A4AB2EA
0FECF8-vbs2022
We appreciate your support in helping educate and
building relationships with the future leaders of the
church. Please let me know if you have any questions
or concerns.
Thanks, Leslie Harder

CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP SUPPER
Don’t forget about the Chicken Noodle Soup and
Kolach Supper
Baking will take place Friday, October 7 and Saturday,
October 8, 6 a.m. until done (usually by noon). Pick up
will be October 7 & 8 in the afternoons. All help is
needed for baking and for distribution. Please save
that weekend for our only fund raiser. There will also
be chicken noodle soup making during the month of
September. Please sign up to help when you can –
dates to be determined. The Country Store will also
be taking place.
Donations of chicken, noodles, fillings, etc. will be
most welcome. Look for sales – many ingredients can
be frozen ahead of time. And most importantly – as
the date gets closer – let people know we are taking
orders for our delicious kolaches and soup – PREORDER, DRIVE THROUGH, PAY, PICK UP.
We will be firm with our order deadline: OCTOBER 1,
2022.
Joanne C., Chris F., Pat K.

CAMP WYOMING BIBLES
You did it!

COMMUNITY & OUTREACH
EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT
For Jacob Manders’ Eagle Scout project, he is building
a wooden swing set/playground from scratch for our
church, as well as replacing the mulch from the
existing playground. The build will take place
on Saturday, July 23rd from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.
If you would like to help with the build, please let Dan
Manders know ahead of time by calling him at 319320-3051. Lunch will be provided, so it will be helpful
to have a head count.
Recommended items to bring include: power tools;
saws (circular, miter, hand); drills (battery powered
and corded); screw drivers (different sizes); hammer;
wrench set; socket set; pliers; gloves; and shovel.

This spring, Camp Wyoming contacted our church
asking if we'd consider donating bibles to have on
hand when campers forget to bring one or do not own
one to bring to camp. We started a free-will donation
basket with the goal of raising enough for two cases
and you did it! Two cases (a total of 64 bibles) were
sent to Camp Wyoming to help make camper's
summer experience complete. Thank you to everyone
who contributed to this mission project. Because of
the generous people of our congregation, young
people will experience an amazing gift.
The Bible is one of the greatest blessings bestowed by
God on the children of men.
Thank you,
Misti Huedepohl, Mission Elder
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CHURCH BUSINESS
SESSION NOTES FROM
MAY 19:
1. The Session interviewed Ian
Klemm and Jacob Manders for
church membership
consideration through Confirmation.
2. Motion approved Jacob Manders to pursue
replacing playground equipment for an Eagle
Scout project.
3. A proposal for Solar installation was presented
to the Session from the Bob & Marilyn Zvacek
Estate Fund.
4. Christian Education – VBS will be consecutive
Sundays in July starting July 10 at 10:45 am.
Theme for VBS is “Superheroes for Jesus.”
Sunday School has wrapped up for the year.
5. Expansion – Linn County has approved the
unification of the Church property of the
church site and the surrounding parcel into
one. Committee is hoping to be ready for
ground-breaking next year. Fund raising is
continuing.
6. Mission – On April 23rd there were 11
volunteers and 8 members at the 5-hour ramp
build in Cedar Rapids.
7. Camp Wyoming requests help to purchase
some bibles (as of 5-19-22 we’ve collected
$140).
8. Property – The septic system cable line has
been buried. Fill dirt and grass seed will be a
next step along with installation of a barrier
around septic system access caps. Finally, the
north side sidewalk will be installed by a team
of church folks. M&K will spray dust control by
the end of May. Fire extinguishers have been
inspected. Old fluorescent light covers will be
searched for.

A GIFT OF SOLAR ENERGY
Generosity: the quality of being kind and
generous
At the last Session meeting on June 16, it was
approved to accept the proposal to construct a Solar
Array Ground Mount that will provide electricity for
our church. Jake Rabe from Rabe Hardware came to
present information to Session members and any
church member who were interested. All questions
were answered to satisfaction.
The Bob and Marilyn Zvacek Estate Fund was recently
given in memory of Marilyn. It is Bob’s request that
the fund be used for this solar project. The monetary
amount of the unit, installation, and possible
additional panels is included. This very generous gift
will benefit all of us into the future.
Gratitude: the quality of being thankful
We are truly grateful for this thoughtful gift.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP CALL OUT
Are you interested in being part of a rotational team
to help with worship? Maybe once a month at your
convenience with a signup sheet? As we have
discovered the significant online community of
believers gathering for live worship in addition to the
in-person gathering in the sanctuary, we have
identified a few needs to enhance worship:
1. Technology Tech—run the camera and live
Facebook feed. Volunteer would need to be in
the sanctuary during worship.
2. Facebook live streaming host/greeter: worship
through live streaming looking to make
conversation/comments to those gathering,
like “Welcome this morning! I am the greeter
today and want to answer any questions that I
can today.” “If you have a prayer concern,
please post using first names,” etc. And
following up with Pastor Julie with needs.
Volunteer can be off-site.
Talk to Stephanie or Pastor Julie to volunteer.

Youth enjoyed a day at Cherry Hill Pool
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GREAT SIDEWALK ADVENTURE PLUS
Where to start?! I'm sure you've noticed that after the
new septic tanks were installed, the area has been
torn up a bit. The road was cut up, playground was
damaged and removed, new septic was installed on
both sides of the road with a new line buried for the
new church addition and cable buried from the church
to the new green tank tops protruding above the
ground, two separate pieces of sidewalk were cut out
to install new septic lines, and flower beds disturbed;
and of course that left a huge pile of clay dirt that was
really not good for anything. Deciding to do
the sidewalk and dirt work ourselves instead of hiring
it done, the following group got together including
Steve S, Larry M, Bob K, Bob Z, Ted G, Jean K, George
C, Bill S, Jim S, and Larry K. Bill brought over his tractor
and removed the old pile of dirt, then George brought
in his tractor and new black dirt was brought in and
piled up, plus a lot of backbone and determination by
the awesome helpers.

Just need some rain for the new grass. Thanks to
everyone involved.
Photos from the sidewalk adventure:

All in one morning, the forming of the sidewalk was
completed with one crew working on one end of
the sidewalk and one crew on the other end. Bill used
a skid loader to move most of the dirt into areas
needed around the septic area and George used the
small tractor and gill for smoothing it out. All garden
rakes were appreciated for the tight areas and made it
all look nice. The Wednesday meeting of ladies even
had coffee for us. Looks really good but not done yet.
Cement was ordered for the next day and must have
had help from Above because the cement guy said we
were lucky to get anything delivered so quickly.
Wheelbarrows were not needed as George had a
special homemade bucket attachment on his tractor
that made moving cement easy as the truck could not
get close to the sidewalk. After pouring and smoothing
the cement, finishing the edges came next and
removing forms.
Later, scoring the new cement was done and dirt was
moved in around the edges of the sidewalk and
feathered out. Looks really good but not done yet.
Next steps of leveling dirt and seeding the grass,
repairing the flower beds, finishing the playground,
installing a fence to protect the new septic, and some
gravel on the road will get things looking like normal
again. A long time coming, but after this phase, it will
look really good and maybe, just maybe, it'll be done!!
July - August 2022, Page 7

Happy Summer from Youth Group!
Thank you to all the adults who helped with Kernels
Cleanups in June: Tom and Monica K, Bob Z, Rene T,
Brian T, Steve S, Larry and Deb K, and Dave and Chris
F. Thank you for showing the importance of youth in
our congregation by your support of Youth Group
activities. Many hands make light work, and we are
grateful you were there to help!!
In June, we had a fun day with pizza lunch at church
and a dip in the Cherry Hill Pool. Thank you to Troy B
for driving for this event! Also, we postponed the
Mission trip this summer due to many factors. Plans
are to instead do many local mission projects and
helping hands events, and revisit a trip in the Fall /
Winter.
In July, we are excited to represent our Church in the
Ely July 4th Parade, and we’d like you to join
us! Youth group decorates a float, (Thanks to Carl Z)
and we encourage kids of ALL ages to take a fun
parade ride, celebrating Independence Day together Come Join Us!
Also in July, we will welcome Ely friends to our VBS in
July and promote other Summer fun activities at
Church. We are looking forward to using our
SuperPowers to learn about Superheroes in the Bible
and share God’s Love with old and new friends!
In August, Ely is celebrating 150 years, and Jim and
Jean DeSmidt will be back in Iowa visiting. There will
be a Youth Group Alumni event on Sunday 8/7 at
4:30pm for all who have been a part of youth
group. Masks will be strongly recommended inside at
Jim and Jean’s request, and we will have the event
outside as much as weather allows. Please bring a
lawn chair and join in reconnecting with old friends
and sharing memories of Youth Group Days!
In July and August, Youth group is seeking adult
helpers of all ages who are interested in Mini-Mission
Projects and Helping Hands efforts locally. Angie is
planning some local events for Summer - Please
contact her for more details.
We will continue accepting redeemable cans and
bottles from our church friends willing to donate;
these funds help with activity costs. These cans and
bottles can be set inside the youth room door. In
June, we redeemed $23.70 in cans and
bottles. Thank you to all who are helping the youth in
this way and recycling!

Please let me know if there are any questions about
youth programming, and thank you for your continued
support!
Blessings~ Angie Zahradnik Ehle
Youth Schedule – July August 2022
Sunday, July 3rd:
9:30am: Worship
6pm: Youth Group
Monday, July 4th:
5pm: Meet at Ely Park to
prepare for Ely Parade
6pm: Parade
Sunday, July 10th:
9:30am: Worship
10:45am: VBS
6pm: Youth Group
Sunday, July 17th:
9:30am: Worship
10:45am: VBS
6pm: Youth Group TBA
Saturday, July 23rd: church playground rebuild project
- check in with Jacob Manders
Sunday, June 24th and 31st:
9:30am: Worship
10:45am: VBS
No Evening YG
Sunday, August 7th:
9:30am: Worship
4:30pm: Youth Group Alumni Event with Jim and
Jean DeSmidt
Sunday August 14th:
9:30am: Worship
6pm: Youth Group
Sunday, August 21st:
9:30am: Worship
6pm: Youth Group
Sunday August 28th:
9:30am: Worship
6pm: Youth Group
Sunday, September 4th:
9:30am: Worship
6pm: Youth Group TBA
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar
July 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

9:00-12:00 Office Hour
3 Food Donation Sunday 4 Independence Day
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
Youth Parade
10:45 Coffee Hour
6:00 Youth Group

5

6

7

8

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:30 Bible Study

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

10 Rev. Dr. Chapman
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 VBS
6:00 Youth Group

11

12

13

14

15

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:30 Bible Study

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

17
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 VBS
6:00 Youth Group

18

19

20

21

22

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

24
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 VBS
6:00 Youth Group
31 Noisy Can
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 VBS
6:00 Youth Group

25

9

16

23

6:30 Session Meeting
26
9:00-12:00 Office Hours

27

28

29

30

9:00-12:00 Office Hours
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar
August 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7 Rev. Jim DeSmidt,
Communion
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
6:00 Youth Group
14 Outdoor Ecumenical
Service w/ St. John
9:00 Worship
6:00 Youth Group

8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

21 Rev. Jim DeSmidt
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
6:00 Youth Group

22

28 Backpack Blessing
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 VBS
6:00 Youth Group

29

Newsletter Deadline

23

24

25

26

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

31

31

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study

27
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