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FROM THE PASTOR
On June 5 we celebrate Pentecost, the glorious and a
bit scary holy day when we remember the Spirit
blessing the followers of Jesus. The Holy Spirit is
described as a wind or as a fire or a dove.
In modern day Scotland in the Iona community, it is
described as a goose. Wild and free. Unpredictable
and loud. Surprising.
Jan Hus, beloved Czech Reformer had a bit of holy
goose in him—Hus is the Czech word for goose.
Tradition has suggested that as Hus was walking to his
heath on the funeral pyre as a condemned heretic, he
said, “They will roast a goose now, but after one
hundred years they will hear a swan sing, and him
they will endure” as prophecy of Martin Luther. Luther
described himself as a Hussite—a believer in the
thought of Jan Hus.
Is the Holy Spirit more like a wind or a flame? More
like a dove or a goose? Let’s consider it all together
this summer as we wonder about the third person of
the trinity—the Holy Ghost.
In Christ,
Pastor Julie

WORSHIP & PROGRAM
WORSHIP LEADERSHIP CALL OUT
Are you interested in being part of a rotational team
to help with worship? Maybe once a month at your
convenience with a signup sheet? As we have
discovered the significant online community of
believers gathering for live worship in addition to the
in-person gathering in the sanctuary, we have
identified a few needs to enhance worship:

1. Technology Tech—run the camera and live
Facebook feed. Volunteer would need to be in
the sanctuary during worship.
2. Facebook live streaming host/greeter: worship
through live streaming looking to make
conversation/comments to those gathering,
like “Welcome this morning! I am the greeter
today and want to answer any questions that I
can today.” “If you have a prayer concern,
please post using first names,” etc. And
following up with Pastor Julie with needs.
Volunteer can be off-site.
Talk to Stephanie or Pastor Julie to volunteer.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
June 5: Pentecost and Holy Communion, Acts 2:1-21
Connecting to the Spirit’s Power
Liturgist: Norm Zahradnik
Ushers: Claire & Brecken Hentges
Greeters: Gary & Pat Kilberger
June 12: Romans 5, Words in CAPS and BOLD
Liturgist: Jim Serbousek
Ushers: Dave & Chris Faltis
Greeters: Matt Zacek Family
June 19: Father’s Day, Psalm 42-43, Forgotten
Liturgist: Jodie Chadima
Ushers: Bob & Jean Kolek
Greeters: Dorothy Ditch
June 26: Luke 9:51-62, Assumptions and Projections
Liturgist: Angie Ehle
Ushers: Bill & Penny Serbousek
Greeters: Verne & Virginia Svec

MUSIC APPRECIATION SUNDAY
Please join in thanking all the musicians of the church
who participated and helped to enrich worship
throughout the year on Sunday, June 5.
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT
GEORGE MOTYCKA SCHOLARSHIP
The George Motycka Scholarship has granted
thousands of dollars in post-high school academic
support over the years. Here is an article highlighting
one of the former recipients, pediatrician Doctor
Antwon Chavis as posted on May 9, 2022 by the
Oregon Health and Science University Foundation:
Antwon Chavis, M.D. is a
pediatrician at OHSU
Doernbecher Children’s
Hospital and assistant
professor of pediatrics in
the Division of General
Pediatrics, OHSU School
of Medicine.
Here is a Q & A with Doc Chavis.
What made you decide to become a doctor—and why
pediatrics?
When I was a kid, I spent a lot of time in a helping
role: My older brother is autistic. I helped my parents
and made sure that he was safe and had his needs
met. And in my special brotherly bond that I had with
him, I got really good at being a caregiver.
Of course, he had his own doctors. So as a child, I
thought all doctors helped kids. As I got older, I
learned there are many kinds of doctors, but I still
wanted to work with children.
A lot of kids with special needs siblings go into a
helping profession, whether they’re teachers, doctors
or anything helping-related. I got such good skills from
being a younger brother to an autistic sibling that
pediatrics was an awesome way to use those talents.
What do you love about being a pediatrician?
I love working with families. I love how each family
interaction is different. You have the family with firsttime parents experiencing anxiety, and you’re helping
to teach them skills. Then on the flipside, you have the
adolescent who’s trying to take charge of their own
health. You get to teach them skills that will affect
them as they get older and become adults. I feel like
it’s the most impactful job I could have chosen for
myself.

Also: Parents trust you so much. You become part of
their family. They bring you their beloved child in their
most vulnerable state and ask for help. It’s a
responsibility that I cherish and I really respect and
appreciate to be trusted like that by people who
genuinely want my advice. It’s an honor.
Can you share an example of a memorable
experience?
One time when I was working on the inpatient setting
in the hospital, I had a patient who was a little girl
with a medically complex condition. She was very
nervous. I tried to make her as comfortable as
possible. She loved dolls and had a row full of
different Barbies.
The last day, the hospital had a wagon that came
through and she got to pick a doll. I noticed in her doll
collection that she had one black male Barbie. It very
clearly stood out. Her parents told me she’d wanted a
doll that looked like her doctor. That made my whole
day.
I know she probably hasn’t had a lot of doctors who
look like me, and that she wanted to incorporate my
character into her play. This was a girl who may not
have realized that tall, Black men can be doctors. Now
she has one in her arsenal of toys; it was very
humbling.
What is one thing that has surprised you during your
career?
I think I’ve been surprised by how accepted I’ve been
at work. My route here has been atypical. I don’t have
doctors in my family. I didn’t live a privileged life. I am
not inherently a genius, and I didn’t go into medicine
to express my genius. I was just a hardworking kid
who wanted to help people.

CAMP WYOMING SCHOLARSHIPS
Camp Wyoming summer camp shcolarships are
available to all families within the church for
students to attend this year. Usually one third to
one half of the costs of camp are covered by
scholarships. Please let Phil Huedepohl know if
you are planning to send a student to camp this
summer.
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CALLING ALL
SUPER HEROS!!
This year for Vacation Bible
School we will be learning
how to become one of
Jesus’ super followers. We will be learning about the
amazing people that followed Jesus and what made
them so special. Throughout the 4-week VBS schedule
we will get to know his disciples with closer looks into
Peter the Bold, Thomas the Brave, and John the
Loved. We have a lot of special plans in the works and
are really looking forward to seeing you all at VBS.
There will be a special prize for students with super
attendance! VBS will be after church at 10:45AM each
Sunday in July, starting on 7/10.
When anyone lives in Christ, the new creation has
come. The old is gone! The new is here! –
2 Corinthians 5:17
If you are interested in showing off your powers by
becoming a volunteer this year, please go to the
following link to sign up:
https://tinyurl.com/FPCJesusLeague

COMMUNITY & OUTREACH
LADIES TEA INVITATION
The Women’s Organization at St. John Lutheran in Ely
is inviting all Presbyterian women to a Ladies’ Tea on
Saturday, June 18, at 2:00-3:00 p.m.
Please RSVP, if possible, to our church office by June
12.

SAVE THE DATE, SOUP SUPPER
Our annual Soup Supper will be held October 7 and 8!
Please plan to help bake in the mornings – help in the
afternoon/early evenings with the carry-out.
We voted at the Annual Meeting to continue the
event as a “preorder, carryout” supper for this year
again – so plan to help out!
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NATIONAL ACCORDIAN AWARENESS

CHURCH BUSINESS

A one and a two and a three…. June is National
Accordian Awareness Month! Show your appreciation
to our many accordion playing members this month.

FROM SAFETY AND SECURITY
COMMITTEE

BARB HORAK NAMED CO-CITIZEN
OF THE YEAR

Just a few reminders about safety and security at
church:

Article from the City of Ely - Historic preservation is an
often-underappreciated community asset, but its
value is frankly priceless. We are fortunate to have
these two talented and dedicated individuals in our
community, who have thanklessly endeavored for
years to maintain the Ely history collection with care,
precision and professionalism.

1. Fire extinguishers are located by the boiler
room, in the balcony, in the coat room, next
to the choir door to the sanctuary, and in the
elevator.
2. The AED machine is located by the boiler
room.
3. First-aid kits are in the Sunday School
classrooms, by the choir door to the
sanctuary, in the storage room, by the boiler
room, and in the kitchen.
4. Trauma kits are in the Sunday School
classrooms, by the choir door to the
sanctuary, in the storage room, and by the
boiler room.
5. In case of a tornado, go to the lower level of
the church, especially in the family bathroom
and the hallway nearby.
6. In case of a fire, the meeting spot is at the
basketball hoop on the west side of the
church.

Clary Illian and Barb Horak were charter members of
the Ely Community History Society, and from its
inception have been the driving force behind it. They
have spent countless hours upon hours handling the
day-to-day functions of maintaining and preserving
the collection, archiving, and cataloging. They have
designed and created all of the historic displays that
hang in City Hall and spearheaded the preservation of
Fackler’s Grover Pioneer Cemetery. They have
facilitated talks throughout the community,
conducted oral histories of venerable Ely citizens, and
maintain a very active and comprehensive history blog
on the ECHS website, elyhistory.com. Currently they
are busy working on history signs, slides and
presentations for Ely’s 150th Celebration on August 12
and 13, 2022.
Confirms were celebrated in church on Sunday, May 19.
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SESSION NOTES FROM
MARCH 17, APRIL 10, AND
APRIL 21, 2022
March 17, 2022
1. Motion approved for 2021 Statistical Report
to PCUSA.
2. Motion approved for Lindsay Olson’s wedding
at church with Rev. Anni Thorn from First
Presbyterian Church of Marengo on October
15, 2022.
3. Motion approved Jacob Manders to plan and
lead replacement/expansion of play ground
equipment at church as an Eagle Scout
project.
4. Motion approved to return worship services
close to the same type of service as we had
before the pandemic including Passing of the
Peace, passing offering plates, singing during
worship, wearing of face masks will be an
option for those that wish to wear them, the
choir should decide whether to wear masks
when performing, and coffee hour will be
offered again. Maundy Thursday celebration
will include beef stew supper.
5. Motion approved to increase the price of a
cemetery plot from $200 to $300 immediately
(3-17-2022)
6. Motion approved to transfer the remainder of
the Skripsky Estate gift (approximately
$40,000) into the perpetuity Cemetery Fund.
7. Motion approved to move forward with
getting the shell of the building expansion to
the church done. Motion approved for Church
Corporation President Everett Williams and
Vice President Diane Reist to sign contract
documentation with Point Builders
Construction Company.
8. Mission project WRAP ramp build is scheduled
for April 23. A minimum of ten volunteers are
needed.
9. The water softener at the manse has been
replaced. Church Clean-up Day scheduled for
April 9.
10. Carl Zahradnik will serve with Jim Serbousek
as Church Representative for the FSA Program
in replacement of Tom Vavra.

April 10: This meeting was called for the Session to
vote on how to best address the two church property
parcels for building expansion and county
requirements. Larry Harder gave a brief overview of
the situation. It had previously been decided to move
forward with a deed restriction to build the expansion
in compliance with county requirements. When
applying for the deed restriction, the county officials
notified the Expansion Committee that a deed
restriction was no longer a viable option. Options are:
1. Unify into one parcel (approximate survey cost
$2500); and, 2. Redraw parcel lines (approximate
survey cost $3500 to $4500.) Motion approved to go
with option 1.
April 21, 2022
1. Worship attendance in March 2022 (in
person/live streaming): March 6: 38/ 16
March 13: 34/ 14 March 20: 51/ 14 March
27: 55/ 11.
2. Death of Irene Emily Vavra June 26, 1922 –
March 2, 2022
3. Membership as of March 1, 2022: 178
Membership as of March 31, 2022 = 177
4. Treasurer’s Report
a. General Fund balance at the end of
March: $34,988.27
b. Per Capita: 33.9% of budget, YTD
actuals of $838.05 on a budget of
$2,471.95
Regular Offering, pledged: 39.7% of
budget, YTD actuals of $41,082.30 on
a budget of $103,470.00
c. Regular Offering, non-pledged: 11.5%
of budget, YTD actuals of $5,903.00 on
a budget of $51,476.05
d. Concerns: Fellowship events—
donation of $100 for Fellowship;
church utilities, fuel: 86.1% of budget,
YTD actuals of $2,067.44 on a budget
of $2,400.00; Manse utilities, fuel:
92.2% of budget, YTD actuals of
$691.83 on a budget of $750.00. The
natural gas budget has been nearly
met already in April (at 80-90%).
Expect budget concerns later this year
when temperatures drop.
e. Dan Chadima expressed his plan to
complete his transition out of the
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5.

6.

7.

8.

church treasurer role effective July
2023. At that time, Dan will be
completing ten years of service as
church treasurer. Ideally, he will begin
training the next treasurer in January
2023. Session to prayerful consider a
future church treasurer.
Mission - The WRAP handicap ramp build is
planned for Saturday, April 23. Twelve church
members have volunteered. The build will
take place at 8:00 a.m. at a private residence
in SE Cedar Rapids.
Camp Wyoming seeking Bibles for campers;
needed by June 19. We will conduct a free-will
donation during the month of May with
proceeds to be used to purchase Bibles for
Camp Wyoming.
Property- the elevator test has taken place
recently. The church lawnmower was
returned from Midway. He plans to address
the remaining dirt pile generated from septic
work and is seeking a tractor with a bucket
and blade to complete the work. Soil will be
repurposed on the church property. The
sidewalk will need reworked now that the
temperature is warming up. Church Spring
Cleaning Day was well attended and well
organized - outside tasks were completed and
no indoor tasks were addressed. Discussion of
replacing plastic ceiling light covers
particularly in the kitchen due to their poor
condition.
Confirmation class this year includes two
students. Confirmation Sunday is likely to be
May 22. Pastor Schuett will be taking a
vacation in August 2022 and will include three
Sundays. Rev. Jim and Jean DeSmidt will
provide worship leadership and they will stay
in the manse. She will also be gone on July 17
for a baseball tournament. Rev. Dr. Howard
Chapman will be providing worship
leadership.

Farmers work the church field.

GRADUATION PARTY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Evan Rossman, son of Cody and Melissa Rossman,
invites everyone to his Graduation Party on Saturday,
June 4th from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. at his home: 3775
Sunshine St SW, Cedar Rapids. Evan graduates from
Prairie High School and will be attending Iowa State
University in the Fall of 2022 studying business.
Hello everyone! I
would love to see
you all at my
graduation party on
Saturday, June 11th
between 1:00 and
4:00 p.m. at the
Eadie household!
The address is 1381
Hickory Hollow Road
NE, Solon. We will be
serving pulled pork.
Prepare for lots of fun and games. Hope to see you! Makenna Eadie
You are all invited to Sophia Chadima's High School
Graduation Party! Sophia is graduating from Prairie
High School and will be attending Luther College this
fall in Decorah, IA.
Saturday, June 11th from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.
2003 Linn Johnson Rd NW, Swisher

The Session invites all to an open informational
meeting concerning a donated solar array for the
church through the Bob and Marilyn Zvacek Estate
Fund. The Q &A time will be hosted by Jake Rabe from
Rabe Hardware. Proposal details are on the lowerlevel bulletin board at church. Date: June 16 at 6:307:00 p.m.
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Happy Summer from Youth Group!
Thank you to all youth and adults who helped
with Kernels Cleanups in May and a Special Thank
you to Bob Z and Larry K who answered the call
for helpers! Please plan to join us for the next
Kernels cleanup homestand June 14-19th - many
hands make light work!!
In June, we will continue to celebrate with our
Graduating High School Seniors - please check the
calendar for details! Also, we will take a splash in
the Cherry Hill Pool on Sunday June 12th after
church.
June 19-25th, Youth group will be serving in the
Hurricane Ida stricken areas of New Orleans. This
Mission trip includes opportunities for the youth
AND adult chaperones to work and serve in an
area that will meet needs and make a lasting
impact. There will be cleanup and building
opportunities including deck repair, roof repair,
painting, and landscaping. All those attending will
share their experiences with the congregation
later this summer.
Want to Ride in the 4th of July parade? Please
mark your calendars and let me know your
availability for Ely parade! Youth group decorates
a float, (Thanks to Carl Z) and we will be
promoting our VBS in July and other Summer
fun. Youth AND Adults can ride the float, and
enjoy celebrating Independence Day together Come Join Us!

Please let me know if there are any questions
about youth programming, and thank you for
your continued support!
Blessings~
Angie

Youth Schedule – June 2022
Saturday, June 4th:
2-5pm: Evan’s Graduation Party
Sunday, June 5th:
9:30am: Worship
6pm: Youth Group at Church
Saturday, June 11th:
1-4pm: Makenna’s Graduation Party
4-8pm: Sophia’s Graduation Party
Sunday, June 12th:
9:30am: Worship
Lunch together then Youth Group to Cherry Hill
Pool (1pm)
June 14-18th: Kernels Clean ups, 9pm
Sunday, June 19th: Father’s Day
6am: youth leave for Mission trip
9:30am: Worship
4:30pm: Kernels Cleanup
No evening YG

Looking for good ways to spend some free
time? Youth group is looking for adult helpers of
all ages who are interested in Mini-Mission
Projects and Helping Hands Efforts locally. Angie
is planning some local events for Summer - Please
contact her for more details and to share your
interests and availability.

Sunday, June 26th: Youth return from Mission
trip
9:30am: Worship
6pm: Youth Group

We will continue accepting redeemable cans and
bottles from our church friends willing to donate;
these funds help with activity costs. These cans
and bottles can be set inside the youth room
door. Thank you to all who are helping the youth
in this way and recycling!

Monday, July 4th:
5pm: Meet at Ely Park to prepare for Ely Parade
6pm: Parade

Sunday, July 3rd:
9:30am: Worship
6pm: Youth Group
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2022 CHURCH CONTACT LIST
STAFF – PERSONNEL - ELDERS – DEACONS
PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Julie Schuett

Mobile 319-329-2083 / Manse 319-848-2324

CHURCH OFFICE

319-848-4624

CHURCH STAFF
Choir Director, Stephanie Buonadonna
Custodian, Dawn Zacek
Youth Director, Angie Ehle
Organist, Sharon Furler
Church Administrator, Stephanie Buonadonna

319-389-6765
319-330-9443 (M)
319-848-3017 / 319-899-1223 (M)
319-360-1981
319-848-4624 / 319-389-6765 (M)

APPOINTED PERSONNEL
Treasurer, Dan Chadima
Cemetery Sexton, Dan Manders
Recording Treasurer, Judy Serbousek
Funds Treasurer, Phil Huedepohl
Children’s Choir Director, Dawn Zacek

319-491-5482
319-210-5337
319-848-7554 / 319-310-6504 (M)
319-431-3120
319-330-9443

ELDERS (with committee chair assignments)
Joanne Chadima (2022) Worship
319-846-2572
Becky Grenis (2024) Welcome & Outreach
319-929-7807
Leslie Harder (2022) Christian Ed Co
319-784-8424
Misti Huedepohl (2022) Mission
319-594-2982
Larry Krohn (2024) Property
319-848-2488
Jennie Netolicky (2023) Clerk of Session
319-848-4712
Ben Mineck (2023) Stewardship
319-423-2244
Larry Modracek (2023) Personnel
319-270-1678
Bonnie Fencl (2024) Fellowship
319-330-7603
Diane Reist (2022) Christian Ed Co
319-899-8887
Hannah Zacek (2022) Youth
319-213-8752
BOARD OF DEACONS
Bob and Carol Andrle (2022)
Chris and Dave Faltis (2024)
Sarah and Fred Harris (2024)
Bob and Jean Kolek (2022)
Darla Meyer (2023)
Virginia Svec (2023)

319-361-6440
319-389-5574
319-430-2402
319-845-5154
319-551-3196
319-560-5846

DEACON FAMILY CARE LIST
Darla Meyer
Bob and Carol Andrle
Virginia Svec
Chris and Dave Faltis
Sarah and Fred Harris
Bob and Jean Kolek

Andrle to Chadima
Ditch to Grieder
Harder to Kilberger
Klemm to Reihman
Reist to Tiernan
Vavra to Zvacek
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar
June 2022
Sun

Mon

5 Pentecost, Music App
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
6:00 Youth Group

6

12 Trinity Sunday
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
12:00 YG Lunch
1:00 YG to Pool

13

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

9:30 Bible Study

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

7

8

9

10

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:30 Bible Study

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

Sat
4

11

6:30 Building Expansion
Committee Meeting

19 Father’s Day
20 World Refugee Day
6:00 YG Departure
9:30 Worship with
Newsletter Deadline
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
4:30 YG Kernel’s Cleanup
26
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
Youth return

Tue

27

14 Flag Day

15

16

17

18

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:30 Bible Study

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:00 YG Kernel’s Cleanup
21 First Day of Summer

6:30 Session Meeting
9:00 YG Kernel’s Cleanup 9:00 YG Kernel’s Cleanup 9:00 YG Kernel’s Cleanup 9:00 YG Kernel’s Cleanup
22
23
24
25

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

28

29

30

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

Monday, July 4: Youth Group Participating in the 4th of July Parade
October 7-8: Chicken Noodle Soup and Kolach Supper
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