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FROM THE PASTOR
In the same generation as our congregation formed in
the mid 1800’s, this hymn was composed: “Up from
the grave he arose; with a mighty triumph o’er his
foes; he arose a victor from the dark domain, and he
lives forever, with his saints to reign! He arose! He
arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!”
This hymn, based on Luke 24:6, “He is not here, but is
risen!” reminds us of the spirit and power of Easter.
Easter is the day of dawning, of the revelation that all
history is altered in the work that God did in
resurrecting Jesus the Christ and making definitive and
final the verdict that evil and its dark power does not
win.
We are a victorious people. We are confident in our
God and trust in God’s work. We live in thankful faith
of God’s expensive grace.
Even now, before Ash Wednesday, Lent, Holy Week,
and Easter, may you declare, “Christ is not dead in the
tomb of my heart, but alive in all parts of my life: my
spiritual life, my home life, my work life, my mental
life, my physical life, and my relationships. Christ is not
dead but is alive! Hallelujah! Christ arose!” May God
bless you as you walk the journey of Lent.
In Christ,
Pastor Julie

BUILDING EXPANSION PROJECT
Update on the Building Expansion Project. Good
news! Fundraising is coming along with $91,000 added
to the total in February. In these uncertain days, we
give praise to God for step-by-step faithfulness. Thank
you!

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP CALL OUT
Are you interested in being part of a rotational team
to help with worship? Maybe one a month at your
convenience with a signup sheet? As we have
discovered the online community of believers
gathering for live worship with the in-person gathering
in the sanctuary, here are a few needs to enhance
worship:
1. Technology Tech—run the camera and live
Facebook feed. Volunteer would need to be in
the sanctuary during worship.
2. Facebook live streaming host/greeter: worship
through live streaming looking to make
conversation/comments to those gathering,
like “Welcome this morning! I am the greeter
today and want to answer any questions that I
can today.” “If you have a prayer concern,
please post using first names.” Etc. And
following up with Pastor Julie with needs.
Volunteer can be off-site.
Talk to Stephanie or Pastor Julie to volunteer.

BOOK FUNraiser IN MARCH
Bring books to the church lower level to exchange or
donate. Free will basket will be set out to build a new
playground set after the installation of the new septic
system attempted to remove the current playground
equipment carefully. Unfortunately, it was rotting out
at the base and will not be able to be reinstalled.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
March 13 is Daylight Savings Time. Jump ahead an
hour on the first Sunday of Lent. That is discipline.
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WORSHIP & PROGRAM
MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE
March 2: Ash Wednesday, Ash service at 7:00 p.m. in
the sanctuary
Ushers: Harder Family
Greeters: N. & T. Zahradnik
LENT:
March 6: Holy Communion. Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Liturgist: Sarah Harris
Ushers: Bryan & Elaine Bailey
Greeters: Dan Chadima Family

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
Each Sunday in March students will have Sunday
School classes leading up to celebration of Easter
starting by Zoom video conference and hoping to
meet in person soon.

CAMP WYOMING
Discount pricing for summer camp is available before
March 15. Also, a family discount of $25 is available
for additional children. Also, bring three friends who
have never attended before and receive a 50%
discount. Finally, the church offers partial scholarships
for students.

March 13 (DST Begins): Rev Dr. Howard Chapman
guest preacher
Liturgist: Joanne Chadima
Ushers: Brad & Cheri Buresh
Greeters: Phil & Misti Huedepohl

Summer may seem a long way off, but getting camp
on your calendar early means you get your first
choices!

March 20: Oaks: The Rings in an Oak Tree,
Isaiah 55:1-9
Liturgist: Jennie Netolicky
Ushers: G. and J. Chadima
Greeters: Glenn Modracek

Camp Wyoming summer camp scholarships are
available to all families within the church for students
to attend this year. Usually 1/3 to ½ of the costs of
camp are covered by scholarships. Please let Phil
Huedepohl know if you are planning to send a student
to camp this summer.

March 27: Oaks: The Security in an Oak Tree, 2
Corinthians 5:16-21
Liturgist: Theresa Harder
Ushers: Dan Chadima Family
Greeters: Matt Zacek Family

ADULT CHOIR UPDATE
Adult Choir continues to be on hiatus at the direction
of the session. The status will be evaluated at the
March 17 Session meeting. Look for updates in the
Sunday morning announcements.

FAITH DEVELOPMENT
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Bible Study continues at 9:30 a.m. with
refreshments, coffee and discussion. Upcoming topical
Bible studies will be in the Gospel of Mark, chapters
10+.

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS

COMMUNITY & OUTREACH
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Since 1949, One Great Hour of Sharing is a longstanding effort aimed at raising the funds necessary to
provide relief and reconstruction for communities in
the aftermath of disaster.
What started as an hour-long radio appeal has evolved
over the years, varying from 8 to 29 participating
denominations, and has become the most
participated-in offering in the Presbyterian Church
(USA).
Today, projects supported by One Great Hour of
Sharing are underway in more than 100 countries.
Three ways to give:
1. Through the congregational offering during
Lent designated on check memo line or placed
in special offering envelopes in sanctuary.
2. Text OGHS to 20222 to give $10
3. Presbyterianmission.org/give/oghs
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LINN COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
The first Sunday of each month is Food Pantry Sunday
when you are invited to bring perishable goods to
worship for donation to the Linn Community Food
Bank. This is a list of food staples the Food Bank can
always use: Canned corn, green beans, peas, fruit,
applesauce, pork & beans, soup, tuna, meat, creamy
peanut butter, instant mashed potatoes, instant
pudding, pasta, pasta sauce, macaroni and cheese,
saltine crackers, cereal, corn muffin mix, pancake mix
and toilet paper. Thank you for supporting this vital
local mission!

Youth and parents made pizza to raise funds for the youth group.

KOLACH BAKING FOR OUR
CONGREGATION
FOR KOLACH KARE – AND A KOLACH KAMP
APPROPRIATELY ON ST. JOSEPH’S DAY, MARCH 19
All helpers and attendees will wear a hat (or hair net)
and a mask. Those handling the baked kolaches will
wear gloves. And as always, if anyone does not feel
well – consider joining us the next time.
The Session is monitoring the Covid situation at each
Session meeting. February 17, we voted to keep most
Covid protocol in place until the next meeting on
March 17. If there is any concern about the safety of
having our Kolach Baking on March 19 – we will have
an emergency cancellation.
The famous clip boards will be located in the
basement for signing up to help, and to bring dough.
There will also be a sign up for kolach orders. We
have gone to $13 per dozen (fall “Soup Supper” price).
We also need the names of those to receive Kolach
Kare – person suggesting name needs to deliver the
plate. ALSO, we will have a small group for Kolach
Kamp, as there has been some interest. Space will be
limited. Cost will be $25 for the Kamp. (will receive a
class on baking, a dozen kolaches, and a blue
cookbook {maybe several blue cookbooks!})
Looking forward to some fun and good kolaches.
Contact Joanne Chadima for signing up for help or
dough, to let us know Kolach Kare needs, and for
anyone wanting to take our Kolach Kamp.
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6.

7.
A view of the church on a snowy afternoon.

CHURCH BUSINESS
CHURCH FUNDS DESCRIPTIONS
God has blessed the First Presbyterian Church near Ely
with the responsibility, accountability, and generosity
of standing church funds which have served
individuals, the congregation, and the world in sharing
the gospel message. These funds are overseen by the
Session and their appointment of a Funds Treasurer,
Phil Huedepohl. He is accountable (and doing a
fantastic job) in presenting a written report annual at
the congregational meeting and keeping accurate
accounts.
The Session administrates these nine funds:
1. Endowment Fund: A perpetual fund in which
the interest may supplement the General
Fund and mission of the church. The Session
may choose to transfer interest into principle.
2. Maintenance and Improvement Fund: Real
estate property taxes and maintenance of the
church, manse, and property (up to $5,000
annually) can be derived from this fund.
Established around 1912 (First Bohemian and
Moravian Brethren Church.)
3. Memorial Fund: Memorial gifts are
incorporated into this fund for the purpose of
church improvements in memory of the
individuals in whom the donations were
contributed. Established approximately 1933
from a bequest of Joseph Filipi.
4. Cemetery Fund: Provides perpetual care for
the First Presbyterian Church Cemetery (also
known as Truhlar Cemetery.)*
5. Scholarship Fund: 80% of the previous year’s
interest accrued through this fund can be

8.

9.

given for seminarian and higher education
scholarships. Established in memory of Rev.
Dr. Francis Pokorny.
Adult Education Fund: This fund is used for the
development and support of adult education
in our congregation. A minimum of $10,000
will be kept as interest-bearing principal.
Established in 1991 in memory of G. Milton
Chadima.
Biderman Christian Life Scholarship Fund:
Scholarships for Christian enrichment
opportunities and hands-on mission projects.
Church individuals or groups can apply for
scholarships. Established by Ann and Bill
Biderman for the purpose of sponsoring the
youth in the church in projects that enrich
their faith.
Motycka Scholarship Fund: Higher education
scholarships provide financial assistance. The
interest earned by this fund and up to five
percent of the original bequest may be
disbursed in any given year. The fund was
established in 1992 through George Motycka’s
bequest. Active and good standing members
of the congregation seeking post-high school
training and education may apply.
Wilhemina Anna Skalsky Carson Scholarship
(est. 2018) for one youth or adult who has
graduated from high school and is an active
member in good standing of the First
Presbyterian Church near Ely as defined in
Article II of the Church By-laws will be granted
this scholarship through an application
process. The applicant must be a full-time
student in a college, university or vocational
technical school. Applicants are required to
submit an essay on an assigned topic with
each application. Priority for selection will be
given to an applicant planning to enter the
teaching field.

* Truhlár is Czech and Slovak occupational name for a
cabinetmaker.
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SESSION NOTES FROM
JANUARY 23, 2022
1. Worship attendance (in person /
live streaming) Dec 5=56/15 Dec
12=59/11 Dec 19=51/6 Dec 24, 5:30=33/6
Dec 24, 7:00=92/14 Dec 26=39/8
Communion Dec 24= 115
2. Membership as of December 31, 2021 = 178
3. Treasurer’s Report –General Fund ending
month balance of $27,957.65. Per Capita
98.2% of budget (YTD actual of $2,088.77 on a
budget of $2,128.00). Reg Offering-pledged
97.5% of budget (YTD actual of $86,892.00 on
a budget of $89,084.00). Reg Offer. Nonpledged 86.1% of budget (YTD actual of
$53,471.00 on a budget of $62,070.00).
4. Building Status/COVID 19 adjustments-Motion
was made on January 13,2021 and approved
through the end of January in addition to
encouraging mask wearing over the nose and
mouth when in person, continue Facebook
live streaming and posting to church website;
Removing singing from worship; Putting up
the ropes again in the sanctuary-blocking off
every other pew; Discontinuing coffee time
after worship; Suspending in person Sunday
School; Suspending vocal choir (at least
through February).
5. Christian Education – restructuring for
children’s class online with intentional
invitations and class packets to be delivered.
6. Expansion – Motion made and approved to
create donor (individuals, families, or
businesses) recognition honor of plaque,
bricks, or other.
7. Fellowship – The Annual Congregation
Meeting potluck and February 12 kolach
baking are postponed.
8. Funds – Phil Huedepohl submitted his funds
report for the end of the year including
discussion topic of cemetery funding for
annual maintenance.
9. Mission – Correspondence from the Solon
Community Pantry thanking us for our
contribution of $500. Secondly, “A Random
Act of Kindness” day on February 17 will be
encouraged.
10. Property – New septic up and working.

11. Safety and Security – Twelve people
completed CPR/AED/First Aid training funded
by memorials in memory of the Mortensen
family.
12. Stewardship – A motion was made and
approved to recommend to the congregation
to designate 2021 Endowment interest to the
discretion of the Session for the General Fund.
13. Worship – A motion was made and approved
of the 2022 Communion schedule: March 6,
April 14, April 17, June 5, July 31, September
11, October 2, November 27, December 24,
and January 8, 2023.
14. A motion was made and approved to
designate Joanne Chadima as Elder
Commissioner to the Presbytery meeting on
January 22.

West, Rogers Grove, and First.
Looking back, going onward.
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In April, youth will be taking orders for Easter Lilies, to
decorate our sanctuary for Easter in Honor of or in
Memory of loved ones. More about this and order
forms in next month’s newsletter.
We will continue accepting redeemable cans and
bottles from our church friends willing to donate;
these funds help with activity costs. These cans and
bottles can be set inside the youth room door. Thank
you to all who are helping the youth in this way and
recycling!
Please let me know if there are any questions about
youth programming, and thank you for your continued
support!
Youth and parents meet for a fun afternoon of ice skating.

Blessings~
Angie

Greetings from Youth Group!
Thanks to all of you who donated to the Souper Bowl
of Caring in February! The youth had fun making the
video you saw in Worship on Feb 13th, and we raised
$135.00 for the Linn Community Food Bank in Cedar
Rapids. Thank you to Leslie H for teaching me how to
compile and edit the kids’ videos!
We had a great time ice skating in February; thanks to
parents for bringing youth to this fun event! The
Youth also helped Z’s Catering make pizzas in
February; Thank you to Matt for this fundraising
opportunity. No, you didn’t miss your chance to order;
coming in late Spring, youth will take orders and make
some pizzas just for you!
In March, we will begin in-person meetings again for
both Sunday School at 10:30am in the Youth Room,
and Youth Group at 6pm on most Sunday nights. We
will have a Game Night at church on the 13th. Each
youth can bring a snack to share that night, and be
ready for some fun! We will also have a Spring Break
with no Youth Group on the 20th.
There are opportunities for the youth AND adult
chaperones to work and serve in the disaster areas of
Kentucky this summer on a mission trip. I invite all
church families and congregation members to start
thinking about your interest in going to serve
Kentucky alongside our youth. We will be doing work
projects to provide relief in tornado-devastated areas.
Please let me know what questions you have about
this trip.

Youth Schedule – February 2022
Sunday, March 6th: 1st Sunday of Lent
9:30am: Worship
10:30am: Sunday School in Youth Room
6pm: Youth Group - See you at church
Sunday, March 13th: 2nd Sunday of Lent
9:30am Worship
10:30am: Sunday School in Youth Room
6pm: Youth Group Game Night - bring a snack to
share!
Sunday, March 20th: 3rd Sunday of Lent - Spring
Break
9:30am: Worship
No SS or Youth Group
Sunday, March 27th: 4th Sunday of Lent
9:30am: Worship
10:30am: Sunday School in Youth Room
6pm: Youth Group
Sunday, April 3rd: 5th Sunday of Lent
9:30am: Worship
10:30am: Sunday School in Youth Room
6pm: Youth Group
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar
March 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

6 1st Sunday of Lent,
Holy Communion,
Food Bank Collection
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:30 Sunday School
6:00 Youth Group
13 2nd Sunday of Lent
Howard Chapmen
DST Begins
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:30 Sunday School
6:00 Youth Group
20 3rd Sunday of Lent
First Day of Spring
Mr. Rogers’ Day
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:30 Sunday School
Newsletter Deadline
27 4th Sunday of Lent
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:30 Sunday School
6:00 Youth Group

Wed
2 Ash Wednesday

Thu
3

Fri
4 World Day of Prayer

Sat
5

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:30 Bible Study
7:00 Ash Wednesday
Service

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

8

9

10

11

9:00-12:00 Office Hour

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Prac ce

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

14

15

16

17 St. Patrick’s Day

18

19 St. Joseph’s Day
7:00-noon: Kolach Baking
and Kolach Kamp

21

22

23

24

25

26

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Prac ce

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

29

30

31

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Prac ce

7

28

12

April 10: Palm Sunday
April 14: Maundy Thursday supper served by the Session
April 17: Easter Sonrise Service, Easter Service
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