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STEWARDSHIP
Grateful ‐
What are you grateful for? We all have our big
items, the ones that top the list whenever
someone asks:






Health
Home
Family
Income
Faith

And these of course are wonderful and not to be
taken for granted. But what makes your second
list—the ones that you speak silently in your
prayers sitting in our sanctuary on Sunday
morning? Or those that glance through your
subconscious as you drift off to sleep?






Caring medical staff during the darkest
times
Someone who misses you when you are
away from home
Friends who treat you like family
Sense of being needed by others
A church that wants and values what you
can offer

As we prepare for Stewardship Sunday on
November 10, 2019, I’d ask that you write down a
word or phrase on the leaf enclosed in this
month’s newsletter and bring it to church on the
10th so that we can share in each other’s gratitude
for all that we have as a church community and
family of God. The leaves will be displayed in the
Fellowship hall (names not required).

REMINDER
If you have not yet paid your Per Capita for each
confirmed member of your household please do
so soon as soon as possible. The amount is
$38.00 per member. 2020 per capita will be the
same amount.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME IS ENDING
Daylight Savings Time ends
November 3. Don’t forget to turn
your clocks back!

ADVENT FESTIVAL AND
SOUP & BREAD POTLUCK
Join us on Sunday, December 1 for our annual
Advent Festival and soup potluck to kick off the
advent season.

SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS
Sounds of Christmas will be held
after worship on Sunday,
December 15. Let Sharon Furler
know if you would like to
perform.

Bernie Anger opening
up the kolaches sent
over night by Dan
Chadima

Peace, Rachelle Mineck, Stewardship Chair
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CHURCH BUSINESS
SESSION NOTES FROM
SEPTEMBER 2019
1. Membership as of September 30: 199
2. Worship attendance average for August: 67
3. Motion approved to transfer 2018
Endowment Interest, 2018 Soup Supper
proceeds, and 2018 Tractor ride proceeds into
the General Fund for 2019 budget.
4. Air conditioning bids for sanctuary presented.
Decision to be made in October Session
meeting.
5. Design work and earth work presented for
potential building addition by Point Builders.
Decision to be made in October Session
meeting.
6. Staff reviews will occur during October
7. The former youth room has been converted
to storage. The new youth room is in the
upper level northwest classroom. The
playroom will become a nursery for children 4
and under. The lower level art room will
become a kids’ hangout.
8. A new refrigerator was purchased for kitchen
as current one failed.
9. 2020 budget pledging will focus on theme of
“Gratitude.”
10. The Ely Fall Fest will have a church booth as
well as chicken presence.
11. Continuation of Christmas tree discussion
tabled from the winter—purchasing an
artificial tree is being seriously considered.
12. Notes from September 15 informational
meeting concerning building expansion
discussed and reviewed.

UPDATE ON SANCTUARY
CHRISTMAS TREE
The Worship Committee and Session
have been discussing the sanctuary live Christmas
tree this year and plan to purchase an artificial
tree at clearance/discount rate for 2021 season.
For 2020, a live tree tradition will continue.

UPDATE ON POTENTIAL BUILDING
EXPANSION
The Session has contracted with Point Builders to
do the following work in order to present to the
congregation a bid for congregational vote,
hopefully later this year. The work will include
design detailing and earth work (including boring
samples.) The cost will be paid out of
contributions already received and designated for
potential building expansion up to $17,000.

WANTED
The church is looking for one or two volunteers to
snow plow the church parking lot this winter.
Contact Pat Kilberger for more information (846‐
2418)

Dawn Zacek, Dorothy Ditch, Marilyn Zvacek and Karen Zacek preparing for
the soup supper

School supplies for Operation Christmas
Child shoe boxes are due to the church on
November 17. Items such as colored pencils (with
sharpener), glue sticks and small notebooks can
be purchased for less than $1/piece.
No toothpaste or candy of any kind (due to
increasing custom's regulations) are allowed.
Shipping is $9/box. Please prayerfully consider
filling a shoe box or two this year or donating to
the cost of shipping.
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL THEMES
November 3: God is 3 in 1
November 10: God is Good. Kids Choir will be
singing in church worship this morning
November 17: God is Holy
November 24: God is everlasting
The kids having fun on the hayrack ride at this year’s Halloween Party

December 1: Advent Festival

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
LIFE! Living In Faith Everyday

November 3: Resources and help for families and
individuals in their recovery with opiates.
Presentation and discussion lead: Jeff Reist
November 10: TBD
November 17: TBD
November 24: TBD
December 1: Advent Festival and Soup & Bread
Potluck
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE
STUDY is working on THE
GOSPEL OF MATTHEW at 9:30
a.m. at the manse. In
November we will be in chapters 6‐8. Come and
join in!

One of the many decorated trunks at this year’s Trunk or Treat

WORSHIP AHEAD!
November 3 (Daylight Savings Time ends): Multi‐
generational Sunday School
Ushers: Theresa & Jim Grieder
Greeters: Harder Family
Liturgist: Misti Huedepohl
November 10: Stewardship Sunday
Ushers: Matt Zacek Family
Greeters: Brad & Cheri Buresh
Liturgist: Barb Horak
November 17: Chancel choir singing
Ushers: Gary & Pat Kilberger
Greeters: Glenn & Sharon Modracek
Liturgist: Jodie Chadima
November 24: Christ is King Sunday
Ushers: Bressler Family
Greeters: Darla & Alivia Meyer
Liturgist: Bob Zvacek
November 24 evening ecumenical service hosted
at Shueyville United Methodist Church.
Ecumenical Choir singing. Refreshments
following.
December 1, 1st Sunday of Advent: Holy
Communion; Advent Festival and Soup &
Bread Potluck
Ushers: Jim & Judy Serbousek
Greeters: Manders Family
Liturgist: Advent Candlelighters
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FELLOWSHIP & OUTREACH
OLIVET NEIGHBORHOOD MISSION

On behalf of our Board of Directors, staff, and the
grownups and children we serve, thank you for
investing in Olivet Mission.
With Gratitude, Julie Palmer, Director, Olivet
Neighborhood Mission
To donate Thanksgiving baskets or Christmas
presents to local families, visit
www.olivetmission.org.

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
Words cannot express the appreciation of your
generous donation of $375.00 for Olivet
Neighborhood Mission! Your gift truly is a
blessing and will be put to valuable use
supporting our mission to meet the continuing
needs for children and families living in poverty in
the Cedar Rapids area.
In 2018 alone, 31,378 individuals/families were
served by our food pantry and clothing closet. We
are one of the largest food pantries in Linn
County with 8,222 food boxes distributed in 2018
(feeding an average of 2,400 people per month).
Nearly 1,000 children and families were adopted
through our Thanksgiving and Christmas Adoption
Programs. Our youth programs (after‐school and
all‐day summer) were at capacity serving 213
children with over 6,000 contact hours. Both
Head Start classrooms were full of 16 pre‐school
children in each classroom. Our Mercy Parish
Nurse was onsite at the Mission consulting with
clients for 324 hours in 2018. In Fiscal Year 2018,
there were a total of 6,526 volunteer hours
donated by 21 active volunteers. The valuation
per hours for this volunteer time is $24.69 per
hour. This is a total yearly in‐kind valuation of
$161,127.

POLK WISH LIST
This year we have the AMAZING opportunity to
partner with Toyota Financial, who will be
sponsoring our school for Christmas. They will be
setting up an "Angel Tree" with tags that have
each students' wants and needs listed on them.
Employees can pick tags that they would like to
purchase items from and then the gifts will come
back to us to wrap! How can you help? Here are
some options:
1. Donations of tape, labels, gift wrap, or gift
bags with tissue paper
2. Donation of your time to help wrap
student gifts
3. Ask us about adopting a FAMILY! OR a
member of a family. We have a few
families that still need to be adopted!!
4. Contribute financially so we can a) buy
gifts for those students not sponsored, b)
buy gifts for our adopted families, and c)
help students with needs throughout the
year (shoes, clothes, food, etc...)
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Dear Members,
Thank you for being a part of
the Living Waters for the
World family. Prayers,
participation and financial support are all vital for
children and their families to have sustainable clean
water. It is because of your gifts that fathers like the
one shown below have hope for their children to live
long, healthy lives. Today, I ask that you renew your
support of Living Waters for the World with a gift
that will help more families experience the benefits
of clean water.
“This photo is so moving to me.
We were so welcomed again on
our return to El Chico. This man
holding his baby with his hand
over his heart brings tears to my
eyes as I write this. He knows what
pure water means to his young
child. I am so grateful we are able
to partner with our brothers and sisters in this effort.”
–Rick Johnson, Ridgefield‐Crystal Lake Presbyterian
Church
Rick’s words above sum up the totality of Living
Waters for the World. Life‐giving water, ongoing
relationships of empowerment and transformation –
for this man and his family, their community, for Rick
and his water team, for Rick’s church.
God’s grace is a wave that washes over us all, lifting us
to new life. I ask for renewed support of Living Waters
for the World, giving joyfully so that those we serve
may have life and have it abundantly.
Blessings,
Steve Young
Executive Director

Learning Trip to Guatemala with Director Diane
Nesselhuf, February 2‐11, 2020
Sharing the Dream's philosophy is that we travel to
Guatemala to be with the people instead of do for the
people. We believe it is important to understand that
we are on equal terms with them.
The Guatemalan people are very kind, respectful
people who have built a relationship with the Sharing
the Dream staff and have taught us a lot over the
years. Throughout the trip you will have the
opportunity to listen to their hopes and dreams. We
will be welcomed into their homes to learn how they
make their beautiful crafts and about their work with
Sharing the Dream. This people‐centric trip takes you
off the beaten path to experience the sights and
sounds of Guatemala and leaves you with an
understanding of the struggles that Guatemalans face
and an appreciation for their vibrant culture.
If you are interested in this trip, please contact Diane
at info@sharingthedream.org. Trip cost is $1500 plus
airfare. A $300 non‐refundable deposit is required to
reserve your trip spot.
Artisan Wares and Gastronomy trip to Guatemala
June 15‐24, 2020
The Guatemalan cuisine has evolved from Maya, Latin
American4, and western traditions and features
complex flavors and fresh ingredients. Experience for
yourself the delight of simple dishes made with locally
grown ingredients. As we prepare these typical meals,
we will experience shopping at the local market and
the hustle and bustle of Guatemalan families
purchasing their ingredients for daily meals.
Sharing the Dream works with many talented
artisans. As part of this remarkable ten‐day trip, the
participants will learn about and participate in
workshops on backstrap weaving, ceramics, basketry,
and beading, techniques that the artisans have
learned from past generations.

Noah Tedrow plays game with a Halloween Party attendee

Trip cost: $1500 plus airfare. $300 non‐refundable
deposit. For more information about this trip, please
email Lauren at director@sharingthedream.org
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NUMBERS
In case you love numbers – you’ll love these – but
don’t try to multiply and make everything come
out. For instance – our quarts of soup sold very
well, however, they were included in checks for
kolaches, or just cash given at the soup table.
Here are final numbers deposited in the bank so
far. (Thanks to our trusty Tom Vavra!)

The Soup Supper Chicken greets people at the Ely Fall Fest

CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP AND KOLACH
SUPPER ‐ 2019
I call it the Miracle Soup Supper. Even though we
had rain all week, and rain all morning of the
Supper, and even drizzle during the Supper – our
Soup Supper could be called a success. We had
enough soup and enough kolaches this year.
Early on, I was worried if we would have enough
help (yes, I do worry). Anticipating, I talked with
Brenda Lindemann and Rachel Manders about
having some help from the McBride Pride 4‐H
Club and the local Scouts. They were able to
come to the rescue, and were terrific workers.
Thank you to these wonderful young people, their
parents, and leaders! I could write a page about
how busy everyone was, or how many operations
and illnesses we had, or family conflicts that were
going on – but I just am so thankful to everyone
for the effort this year. We didn’t have enough
helpers for second shifts in some areas – so,
double thanks to all who did double duty!







329 tickets sold
95 volunteers, 10 Accordion and 5 Blue
Grass players, 12 4‐Hers (5 were parents),
5 Scouts (2 were parents) – all ate during
the Supper.
81 quarts of frozen soup, including 5
dinners were sold
183 dozen kolaches were purchased (630
cherry, 292 apricot, 243 poppy seed, 172
strawberry, 169 red raspberry, 150 peach,
85 prune and the rest assorted). Thanks
to our super packaging team!

(I’ll let you guess how many kolaches were baked!
I only kept track of about 350 dozen.)










Tickets – $3,100
Kolach sales – $2,777.11
Soup ‐ $207
Donations – $105
Day after sales ‐ $175
Groceries ‐ $60
Country Store – $1,297.70 ‐ This is divided
in half ‐ half for Youth Mission Trips and
Projects, and half for Hurricane Dorian
Disaster Assistance in Bahamas designated
by Session.
Expenses pending.

I have been alerted that a good date for next
year’s event should be October 10. Please let me
know what you think concerning the date.
Don’t be shy about sharing your ideas. I have
received many good comments already.
Thankfully, Joanne K. Chadima
Janice Hofer and Linda Williams setup veggie trays for the Soup Supper
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All the kids at this year’s Halloween Party

Pastor Julie joins in on the fun

Sarah Harris snuggles with her grandson

Youth and kids play together
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YOUTH SCHEDULE NOVEMBER 2019
Sunday, November 3rd:
10:45am: Sunday School
6pm: Youth Group
Greetings from Youth Group!
October is such a busy month for our church with
Soup Supper and fall activities. Youth are honored to
have served and given God Glory alongside all of you
for the Soup Supper. Youth have also served our
congregation in October provide music in the Bell
choir, walked for the CROP walk, joined voices with
the kids choir, shared Triennium experiences in an
adult Sunday School, and 12 youth hosted our 16
young guests at our kids Halloween Party! We are
thankful for the opportunities this congregation
provides the youth.
A BIG THANK YOU also to Carl Z for the hayrack ride, a
joy for all party‐goers! Another thank you to parents
and families who assisted with the Halloween Party!
Thank you to all those who decorated trunks for
Trunk‐or‐Treat! A special thank you to Dan and
Rachel M for agreeing to drive the youth to scream
acres afterwards!
In November, youth look forward to preparing our
Thanksgiving meal for the “seniors” in our
congregation. If you are able, please register your
RSVP on Google (the link to this RSVP form will be
coming in the weekly email) or use the form enclosed
to let us know you will be joining us on Saturday,
November 23rd.
Reminder to Youth and Families: Second Sunday
Supper is November 10th, we will begin with a potluck
meal for youth AND their families before our YG time;
main dish will be provided, please bring a side dish to
share. Parents/ grandparents, and siblings, please
plan to join us for the meal and fellowship!

Sunday, November 10th:
10:45am: Sunday School
6pm: Second Sunday Supper and Youth
Group (guests possible!)
Sunday, November 17th:
9am – 12 noon: Operation Christmas Child
Collection Day!!
10:45am: Sunday School
6pm: Youth Group TBA
Friday, November 22nd:
5pm – 8pm: Senior Meal Prep – Rolls and
pies, etc
Saturday, November 23rd:
8am: Prepare Senior Meal
4pm: Serve Senior Meal
Sunday November 24th:
10:45am: Sunday School
6pm: Youth Group
Sunday, December 1st: First Sunday of Advent
10:45am: Sunday School is the Advent
Festival/Soup & Bread Potluck
6pm: Youth Group
Youth ‐ Save the Dates:
Sunday, December 8th: Cookies and Caroling
Saturday, Dec 14th: Bell Ringing with Salvation
Army
Sunday, December 15th: Sounds of Christmas
Sunday, December 22nd: Christmas Party at
Angie’s

We look forward to another great, busy month of
service and sharing God’s Love in November, and we
are grateful for the support of our congregation in
youth activities. If you are still reading this, please let
me know that after church one Sunday, or send me a
quick text with your name: 319‐899‐1223. Please let
me know if there are any questions about youth
programming, and thank you for your continued
support!
Blessings,
Angie

Youth members pose for the camera at this year’s Halloween Party

November 2019, Page 8

First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar, November 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
9—Noon Office Hours

2

5
9—Noon Office Hours

7
6
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours
6:15 Bell Choir Practice
7:30 Chancel Choir
Practice

8
9—Noon Office Hours

9
Lambda Chi Alpha
Thanksgiving Event

10 Stewardship Sunday 11
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
6:00 Youth Group SSS

12
9—Noon Office Hours

14
13
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours

15
9—Noon Office Hours

16
Bridal Shower

17
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
6:00 Youth Group

19
9—Noon Office Hours

6:15 Bell Choir Practice
6:30 Session Meeting
7:30 Chancel Choir
Practice
21
20
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours

22
9—Noon Office Hours

23
8:00 YG Sr Meal Prep

3 DST Ends, Multi-Gen
Sunday School
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School

4

18
Newsletter Deadline

6:15 Bell Choir Practice
7:30 Chancel Choir
Practice

OPERATION CHRISTMAS
CHILD BOXES DUE

24
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
6:00 Youth Group
Evening Ecumenical
Service at Shueyville
UMC

26

25

6:30 Ladies’ Night Out

4:00 Senior Meal
6:30 Session Meeting

28 THANKSGIVING
27
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse

5—8: YG Sr. Meal Prep
29

30

6:15 Bell Choir Practice
6:30 Men’s Night Out
7:30 Chancel Choir
Practice

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Sunday, December 1: Advent Festival and Soup & Bread Potluck
Sunday, December 8: Cookies & Caroling to Homebound Members
Sunday, December 15: Children’s Program during worship; Sounds of Christmas following worship
Tuesday, December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
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