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FROM THE PASTOR  
Many times the patriarch or matriarch of the family is 
asked to give the Thanksgiving blessing. Or 
sometimes, everyone at the table joins in with 
thoughts and words of thanks. We have a lot to be 
grateful for this year, especially reflecting on last 
Thanksgiving and the limitations that the pandemic 
brought to our homes and families. Here are a few 
classic prayers of thanks that may be helpful if you are 
called upon. And they are not so shabby any day. 

God, we thank you for the blessing and joy of family. 
Thank you for those who are gathered with us today 
and those who are far away. May we all see the many 
ways you provide for us, comfort us and protect us. 
Bless this food to make us healthy and strong. Amen. 

God, we thank you for the family and friends you 
surround us with. Thank you for another day to wake 
up and celebrate life. Thank you for the strength to 
play and food to nourish us. Most importantly, thank 
you for your love. Amen. 

Grateful for each hand we hold gathered round this 
table. From far and near we travel home, blessed that 
we are able. Grateful for this sheltered place with light 
in every window, saying welcome, welcome, share this 
feast come in away from sorrow. Father, mother, 
daughter, son, neighbor, friend and friendless; all 
together everyone in the gift of loving-kindness. 
Grateful for what's understood and all that is forgiven; 
we try so hard to be good, to lead a life worth living. 
Father, mother, daughter, son, neighbor, friend, and 
friendless; all together everyone, let grateful days be 
endless. Grateful for each hand we hold gathered 
round this table. - Mary Chapin Carpenter - 
Thanksgiving Song Lyrics 

And a couple of “everyday” graces: 

Bless us, O Lord, for these, Thy gifts, which we are 
about to receive from Thy bounty. Help us to be 
mindful of all our blessings, and the needs of those 
who have less. Amen. 

God is great, God is good. Let us thank him for our 
food. By his hands, we are fed. Let us thank him for our 
bread. Amen. 

Lord bless this food to our use and us to Thy service 
and make us ever mindful of the needs of others. 
Amen. 

Traditional Moravian Prayer: Come, Lord Jesus, our 
guest to be and bless these gifts bestowed by Thee. 
And bless our loved ones everywhere and keep them in 
Your loving care. Amen. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving celebration whenever, 
however, and with whomever. In Christ, Pastor Julie 

TOM VAVRA MEMORIAL SERVICE  
Plans are being made for Tom Vavra’s funeral on 
Friday, December 3. Sympathy cards to Tom Vavra’s 
family can be sent to local first cousins or to his 
remaining brother: Bill and Marian Vavra.  

As Pastor Julie prepares for the service, please share 
your stories about Tom. 

KNIT ONE, PURL A PRAYER 

Do you do crochet or knit or handcraft? 
Would you like to have a regular time 
to sit and stich together with others? 

Let Pastor Julie know your suggested schedule for an 
hour or so during the week to share a brief devotional 
and simply stich side by side. 
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday morning bible study is working on THE 
GOSPEL OF MARK at 9:30 a.m. in the church lower 
level. In November we will be in chapters 5-6.  Come 
and join in! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
In person and online children’s Sunday School class 
will begin November 7. Please attend or log on at 
10:45 a.m. on Sundays. AND…it is time to start 
preparing a children’s Christmas program. Dawn Zacek 
is busy making plans for a meaningful program in 
person and/or recorded. Consider volunteering! 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL FORUM will begin to meet 
again in November in the church living room, 11:00-
11:45 a.m. on November 14. Topic TBD. 

WORSHIP & PROGRAM 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
November 7: Value of a Penny, Mark 12:38-44 

Ushers: Matt Zacek Family  
Greeters: Brad & Cheri Buresh  
Liturgist: Jeff Reist  

Stewardship Emphasis November 7-21. Look for more 
information coming soon. 

November 14: Mark 10:35-45 
Ushers: Gary & Pat Kilberger  

 Greeters: Glenn Modracek  
 Liturgist: Jodie Chadima 

November 21: Christ is King Sunday: John 18:33-37. 
Dedication of 2022 stewardship commitments. 

Ushers: Bressler Family   
 Greeters: Darla & Alivia Meyer  
 Liturgist: Bob Zvacek 

November 28: First Sunday of Advent; Holy 
Communion 

Ushers: Jim & Judy Serbousek 
Greeters: Manders Family  
Liturgist: Advent Candlelighters 

 

CHOIR RESUMING FOR ADVENT 
As the COVID numbers fall, we have decided to 
resume choir just in time for Advent and Christmas. 
Choir practices will begin on Wednesday, November 3 
at 7:30 p.m. We will have singing-friendly masks 
available for those would like to use them. We are so 
excited to see (and hear) everyone again!   

ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTERS 
Would you like to light the advent wreath 
candles this Advent-Epiphany? 
Wonderful! There is a short reading at 
the beginning of worship services 

November 27-January 2, 2022. Contact Stephanie in 
the church office to sign up. 
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COMMUNITY & OUTREACH 

THE CHICKEN NOODLE 
SOUP AND KOLACH 
“SUPPER” 2021 
The short version – Successful! 

The financial version – Income: $306.50 in donations, 
$2,611.82 in kolach sales (201 dozen), $2,896. in soup 
sales (362 quarts). Expenses: $405.68 for supplies, 
$203.84 for advertising. Net: $5,204.80 

2020 – Income: $601. in donations, $2,942.69 in 
kolach sales, $2,928 in soup sales. Expenses: $424.69 
for supplies, (about $200 for advertising). Net: $5,847. 

The “Over and Above” version - 

The “Soup Supper” just doesn’t happen by itself. With 
the blessing of our congregation by vote at the Annual 
Meeting, we put the date on the calendar. All are 
encouraged to save the date to help out. 

Work began during the summer with sessions of soup 
making. Many (listed in the October Salt Shaker) 
provided chicken, broth, help, and freezer space. All 
help was “over and above.” 

The advertising happened with the assistance of our 
Stephanie B.: save-the-date cards, posters, social 
media posts, newspapers. Phone calls taken by Pastor 
Julie, Stephanie, and on-line orders were collected. 
Did you know that Chris F. calls every person who 
orders to confirm the order and remind of pickup 
date? And did you know that Pat K. tabulates all the 
numbers so that we have what is needed? Their help 
was “over and above.” 

Fillings were prepared and supplies collected. Theresa 
G. brought chicken for us to use. Tom V. had donated 
cases of poppy seed filling last year which we used. 
Cherries from Dan C.’s tree, fresh rhubarb, and 
Colorado peaches became yummy fillings. Bob and 
Jean K. Even made an emergency run to Kalona for 
fillings and noodles! Karen Z. and Matt Z. donated 
trays, bags, and soup containers. All “over and above.” 

Baking began with Jim and Theresa G. assisted by 
Viola Z. baking dozens of cherry kolaches. Then the 
Friday and Saturday crews took over – 20 batches of 
dough on Friday and 10 batches on Saturday were 
made into kolaches. Can you believe that no one ate a 
kolach on Friday so that we would have enough for all 
the Friday orders!!!! Carl Z. ran all the kolaches 
through the ovens! The Buresh group even baked at 

Diane R.’s home. Everyone who came to help was put 
to work, like guys filling kolaches! Bob Z. and Larry K. 
loaded quarts of soup from the various freezers. Pat K. 
and Jennie N. packaged every kolach to fill the very 
specific orders. All the volunteers worked “over and 
above” the call of duty. 

Then our afternoon helpers came: Sarah and Fred H. 
set up tents and directed traffic, Phil H., Judy S., and 
Stephanie B. handled the money, soup and kolach 
orders flew out of the door thanks to the fast legs of 
Daniel S., Alivia M., and Anna T., and customers were 
greeted with lots of smiles. “Over and Above.” 

Thanks to all named and not named, because 
everyone goes “over and above” to make this 
successful. 

Most of all, we thank God for watching “over and 
above” our “Soup Supper!” 

Joanne C. 

COUNTRY STORE 
Special kudos to Rachel M. who said, “How about an 
on-line Country Store?”  Why not?  Rachel managed 
the on-line expertise and members brought all kinds 
of interesting items.  An “over and above” effort by 
all!  Our Youth Group and Mission giving will benefit 
by the $1,525. proceeds. 

HAT AND MITTEN DRIVE 
Watch for a collection box for 
hats, mittens and scarves to be 
donated to the College Community 
Schools where numerous children 
have outdoor activities and recess 
without items to keep them warm. 
Cold weather gear for all sizes and 
ages will be accepted. Thank you! 

 
Members from St. John Lutheran, Shueyville UMC, and First Pres Ely meet 

to participate in the CROP walk.  
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TRUNK ‘N TREAT  
On Sunday, October 31 after 
worship, the church will host 
an outdoor children’s 
Halloween party with 
costumes, a hay rack ride, 
and trunk n’ treat. 

Trunk n’ Treat is about creating a kid-friendly treating 
environment for safe trick-or-treating for children and 
for adults who don’t have trick-or-treaters regularly 
stop at their houses. Vehicles will be lined up on the 
west side of the church between pylons. You are 
welcome to decorate your vehicle or set out a lawn 
chair to hand out prepackaged treats. 

Afterwards, children will play on the playground. 

CHURCH BUSINESS 
STEWARDSHIP 
DIGITAL ways to donate to church: 

1. Through church website. 
2. Smart phone and tablet app:  
 GivePlusChurch 
3. QR Code 

Thank you for your continued 
generosity. The program, worship, mission, and 
fellowship of the church continue through your 
participation and commitment. God has been praised 
at our church for 160+ years. We have roots in the 
past, life in the present, and continued hope in the 
future of our faith family together. God bless you in 
these trying days. 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

1. $510,000 in gifts and pledges have committed 
to the building expansion project to date. 

2. Next step: Presbytery approval of plan for 
expansion of ministry and mission. 

3. Next step: septic system for current and 
future needs to be installed northwest of 
church building where Brock and Ted Grenis 
and Bill Serbousek removed two dead oak 
trees. Thank you Grenises and Bill! 

4. Seek pledges for 2022-2023 for project. 
5. Communicate steps corresponding work with 

pay schedule. 

SESSION NOTES FROM 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2021  

1. Church membership: 180 
2. Communion served July 25 to 

53. 
3. July 1 treasurer report (50% year) Per Capita 

donations at 35.6% of budget; Pledge 
Offerings at 49.7%; Reg. Unpledged Offering 
at 37.8%. 

4. Worship practices in pandemic conditions 
motion approved to continue with outside 
services as long as weather permits and if we 
need to have inside services, we will rope off 
every other pew to help social distance, wear 
face masks and use hand sanitizer and follow 
all other COVID guidelines.  

5. Motion approved for new septic system plan. 
6. Motion approved to contribute 50%, or $1155 

for 5 scholarships to Camp Wyoming.  
7. Mission opportunities: Crop Walk, Sunday, 

October 10. Building a handicapped ramp to 
be scheduled. 

8. Property concerns: in July the Manse air 
conditioner was repaired twice. Men’s toilet 
seat repaired. Boilers to be winterized and 
inspected. 

9. Safety and Security – The committee met and 
is working on an emergency response plan. 

10. Chicken Noodle Soup and Kolach Drive-
through and online Country Store projects in 
full swing.  

11. Worship: Rev. Dr. Howard Chapman guest 
pastor on Oct 10. Reformation Sunday/Noisy 
Can Sunday is Oct 31, also “Trunk ‘n Treat” 
after Church.  

12. Lilly Foundation Sabbatical application was 
denied. 

 
Pastor Julie was honored with a cake and flowers for Pastor Appreciation 

Month 
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Greetings from Youth Group! 

In October, youth assisted as runners with the Soup 
Supper fundraiser. Youth also gathered donations for 
the CROP walk, and even though the event was 
cancelled due to rain, students raised funds to help 
CWS/CROP - THANK YOU to all who donated to this 
project!  Youth participated individually in National 
Bring Your Bible to School Day. At the end of October, 
youth helped with the Kid’s Halloween event - a 
hayrack ride and Trunk ‘n Treat - for our youngest 
church members and friends. BIG THANK YOU to Carl 
Z for providing the Hayrack ride, and to all who 
participated in trunk-or-treat! 

Youth have many opportunities to learn and serve 
coming in November; here’s what is coming in 
November: 

 Dare2Share Live  
 For King & Country 
 Operation Christmas Child 
 Senior Thanksgiving meal 
 Advent festival 

Youth will be packing boxes again and could use help 
from the congregation to make Operation Christmas 
Child successful! There are many ways you can help:  

1. If you would like to pack a box on your own 
and would like to be included in our count for 
this year, please bring it to church and we will 
deliver it to the collection site for you. 

2. If you would like to shop for box items, we 
would love your help with the WOW toys and 
gifts (soccer balls with pumps, dolls, cars, 
trucks, stuffed animals, solar calculators, etc.) 
Other items greatly appreciated by recipients 
are sunglasses, socks, and flashlights with 
extra batteries.  

3. If you would like to sponsor the shipping 
costs, we welcome your donation.  Each OCC 
box needs a $9 donation to cover shipping 
costs. In 2020, we gathered and packed 39 
shoe boxes, so all donations are helpful in 
defraying this cost.  

4. If you find you have shoe boxes you no longer 
need, please bring these to church anytime. 
Youth can use these for packing the items.   

There will be more information about OCC and 
packing boxes in Sunday bulletins. Thank you for 
considering this opportunity to provide a gift for a 
child for Christmas.  Please bring all items on or before 
November 14th.  

Also in November, we invite the “senior” members of 
the congregation to join us for a Thanksgiving meal on 
November 20th at 4pm.  We will be gathering in the 
church basement, and there will be some changes to 
accommodate for safety at our event. The food will 
still be delicious and the company delightful, so we 
hope you will join us!  There is also an option to 
receive a delivery or stop by to pick up your dinner, if 
needed - please see the reservation form.  Please 
return your form by November 14th.   

We will continue accepting redeemable cans and 
bottles from our church friends; these funds help with 
activity costs. In the event you don’t see me at church, 
these cans and bottles can be set inside the youth 
room door. If you have a large amount, please give me 
a call and I can pick them up from you!  (Thank you to 
whoever places them in front of my garage door - 
greatly appreciate the delivery!)  Thank you to all who 
are helping the youth in this way and recycling!   

Please let me know if there are any questions about 
youth programming, and thank you for your continued 
support!  

Blessings~  Angie 

 
Sophia C., Hannah Z. and Anna T.enjoy the fire during a youth event 
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Youth Schedule – 
November 2021 
Sunday, November 7th: 
9:30am: Worship 
10:30am: Congregational  

Meeting 
6pm: Youth Group 

Saturday, November 13th:  
10am: Dare2Share Live at Faith Bible Church 
7pm: For King & Country concert at Alliant Energy  

Powerhouse 

Sunday November 14th:  
9:30am: Worship 
10:45am: Sunday School in Youth Room 
6pm: Youth Group - Operation Christmas Child Box  

Packing 

Friday, November 19th:  
6pm: Pie and Roll making, other meal preparation 

Saturday, November 20th:  
8:30am: meal preparation for Senior Thanksgiving  

meal! 
4pm: serve meal in person to guests 

Sunday, November 21st: 
9:30am: Worship 
10:45am: Sunday School in Youth Room 
6pm: No Youth Group tonight  

Sunday, November 28th:  
9:30am: Worship 
10:45am: Soup and Advent Festival 
6pm: Youth Group 

Sunday, December 5th: 
9:30am: Worship 
10:45am: Sunday School in Youth Room 
6pm: Youth Group 

 
Daniel S. and Bob K. have fun together on the church swings 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
Article from presbyterianmission.org.  

In early Christian tradition, 
saints’ days began as a way to 
mark the anniversary of a 
martyr’s death — his or her 
“birthday” as a saint. By the 
middle of the church’s first 
millennium, there were so many 
martyrs (particularly due to the 

persecution of Diocletian) that it was hard to give 
them all their due. All Saints’ Day was established as 
an opportunity to honor all the saints, known and 
unknown. 
All Saints’ Day has a rather different focus in the 
Reformed tradition. While we may give thanks for the 
lives of particular luminaries of ages past, the 
emphasis is on the ongoing sanctification of 
the whole people of God. Rather than putting saints 
on pedestals as holy people set apart in glory, we give 
glory to God for the ordinary, holy lives of the 
believers in this and every age. This is an appropriate 
time to give thanks to members of the community of 
faith who have died in the past year. We also pray that 
we may be counted among the company of the 
faithful in God’s eternal realm. 

All Saints’ Day has been celebrated on November 1 
since the year 835. Previously it had been connected 
with the Easter season as a feast of all martyrs. 

The Faithful of every generation 
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of 
Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 150-151) 
All Saints’ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through 
the ages have faithfully served the Lord. The day 
reminds us that we are part of one continuing, living 
communion of saints. It is a time to claim our kinship 
with the “glorious company of apostles … the noble 
fellowship of prophets … the white-robed army of 
martyrs” (Te Deum). It is a time to express our 
gratitude for all who in ages of darkness kept the faith, 
for those who have taken the gospel to the ends of 
the earth, for prophetic voices who have called the 
church to be faithful in life and service, for all who 
have witnessed to God’s justice and peace in every 
nation. 
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Becky M. poses with our first bicycle riding customer. 

 
3 Larrys and Eleanora filling kolaches – we do not discriminate 

 
Larry, Bob, Larry, Steve, Larry, Bob - waiting for the gals to get rollin’ 

 
Pat and Jennie – Was that 5 cherry, 2 prune, 4 apricot, 3 peach? – oh, wait! 

 
Judy S., Phil H. and Stephanie B. at the ready collecting payments.  

 
Barb checking Darla’s work 

 
Daniel S., Becky M., Alivia M. and Misti H. did a fantastic job distributing 

food. 

 

MEMORIES FROM THE 2021 CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP & KOLACH SUPPER 
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Steve aka ‘Jiska Man’ and Larry aka ‘Darryl’ – you had to be there 

 
Prune, apricot, peach fillings – yum! 

 
Theresa, no you can’t eat any.  What!? 

 
Bob and Larry transporting soup 

 
Orders ready to go 

Though Tom Vavra wasn’t able to participate this 
year, he was there in Spirit. He passed away on 

October 12, 2021 and will be sorely missed. 

 
Tom Vavra waiting for his assignment at the 2020 Soup Supper



November 2021, Page 9 

 

First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar 
November 2021 

  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  2 Election Day 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hour 
 

3 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
6:15 Handbell Prac ce 
7:30 Choir Prac ce 

4 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hour 
 

5 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hour 
 

6 

 7 Food Bank Sunday 
    DST Ends 
  9:30  Worship with  
      Livestream   
 10:30 Cong. Meeting 
  6:00 Youth Group 

8 
 
 
  

9 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hour 
  

10 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
6:15 Handbell Prac ce 
7:30 Choir Prac ce  

11 Veteran’s Day 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
  

12 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
  

13 
 
 
 
 
  

 14 
  9:30  Worship with  
      Livestream   
 10:30 Fellowship 
  6:00 Youth Group 
 OCC donations due 

15 
 
 
 
  

16 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
 
 

17 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
6:15 Handbell Prac ce 
7:30 Choir Prac ce  

18 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
6:30 Session Meeting  

19 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
6:00 YG Senior Meal prep 

20  Newsletter Deadline 
8:30 YG Senior Meal prep 
 
4:00 Senior Meal 
  

 21 Christ is King Sunday 
  9:30  Worship with  
      Livestream   
 10:30 Fellowship 
  

22  23 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
6:15 Handbell Prac ce 
7:30 Choir Prac ce 
  

24 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
  

25 
 
 
  

26  27 
9:00 am Help needed to 
assemble and decorate 
the Christmas Tree 

 28 1st Sunday of Advent 
  9:30  Worship with  
      Livestream   
 10:30 Fellowship &  
     Advent Festival 
  6:00 Youth Group  
 

29 
 
 
 

30 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
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