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CHICKEN NOODLE 
SOUP AND KOLACH 

EVENT – 2022                                                                                                            
When is work so much fun that 

it is not work? 
Answer:  When our church works together 
making soup and baking kolaches!  Then we had 
the satisfaction of meeting our guests with 
yummy soup and kolaches for the drive through.       

Our 4 sessions of soup making and 2 days of 
kolach baking were filled with laughter and 
determination to get the job done.  Our decision 
to close orders a week prior to our event made it 
possible to know exactly what was needed and to 
prepare accordingly.  The soup-making sessions 
yielded 430 quarts of soup, with Becky Grenis 
cheering us on.  The kolach baking produced 320 
dozen kolaches at church.  Many dozens of 
kolaches were also made at Theresa Grieder’s and 
by the “Buresh Bunch” at Diane Reist’s.   

32 batches of dough were provided, countless 
pounds of fillings were made (much of it donated 
– including awesome strawberry filling by Viola 
Zahradnik), and pounds of chicken were provided 
for soup.  All the generous donations helped with 
the expenses, which had notably increased this 
year.     

18 came to the church to put together the quarts 
of soup.  23 came to bake at the church, many 
both days, and 15 came to make the delivery 
process go smoothly.  Callers confirming orders 
were very busy -thanks to Pat K. Chris F., Bonnie 
F., and Marlene T. for their work.  Our secretary 
did a fantastic job gathering the orders online, 

running off hundreds of cards, posters, and fliers, 
and then making it possible to use credit cards 
during pick up. 

Enough thanks cannot be expressed to all who 
provided supplies and food and helped.  The 
event takes every single member’s participation. 

A few things to think about:  Each year, our 
orders have increased – how much can we handle 
and still have a good time doing this event?  Just 
to be aware, many of the same people made 
soup, provided dough, and worked making the 
kolaches.  Any ideas addressing these facts will be 
gratefully accepted.   We want to continue a 
tradition, but also be respectful to those who 
participate.   Joanne Chadima           

THE COUNTRY STORE   
Rachel Manders deserves a big THANK YOU for 
advertising the donated items and setting up the 
Country Store.  The new experiment this year was 
to have the Store open while people picked up 
their orders.  Let us know how you think it went.  
Thanks to all who brought such amazing items.  It 
is fascinating to see what all of you can do!  The 
Country Store wouldn’t have happened without 
Rachel’s hard work. 

Financials:    Donations received $430.00                                                                                                                             
Kolach Sales  $3,990.42                                                                                            
Country Store            $1,305.50                                                                            
Frozen Soup Sales $3,415.48                                                                                               
Total Income   $9,141.40                                                                  

Expenses have not been subtracted yet. 
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WORSHIP & PROGRAM 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
November 6 (DST Ends): Considering the Cup. 
Luke 19:1-10. Musical duet by Barb Horak and 
Bob Zvacek. Dedication of the Lord’s Supper 
wood carving in the church living room gifted by 
Hus Memorial Presbyterian Church. 

Liturgist: Misti Huedepohl 
Ushers: Larry & Deb Krohn 
Greeters: Harder Family 

November 13: Stewardship Sunday will emphasis 
the theme of “Thankful Praise” with scriptural 
focus on “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 
Thessalonians 5:18) The hymn will center on 
“Now Thank We All our God.” Chancel Choir will 
be singing “Sing a New Song to the Lord” joined 
by Morgan Eadie on trumpet. Bell Choir will be 
playing the “Battle Hymn of the Republic” and 
”National Hymn.” 

Liturgist: Barb Horak 
Ushers: Matt Zacek Family 
Greeters: Brad & Cheri Buresh 

November 20: Luke 23:33-43. Chancel Choir 
singing. 

Liturgist: Jodie Chadima 
Ushers: Gary & Pat Kilberger 
Greeters: Glenn Modracek 

November 20, 7:00 p.m.: Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving service with Shueyville United 
Methodist Church, hosted at St. John Lutheran 
Church of Ely. Ecumenical Choir singing “With 
Joyful Thanksgiving.” 

November 27: First Sunday of Advent and Holy 
Communion. A new series on conversations with 
angels. We will listen to the angels associated 
with the story of Christ’s birth. Today focuses on 
promises fulfilled as the angel Gabriel tells about 
talking to Zechariah and Mary concerning baby 
John and baby Jesus. The birth of these two 
babies fulfills a promise made long ago by God 

that he would send a Savior we are prepared to 
see.  

Liturgist: Candle Lighters 
Ushers: Bressler Family 
Greeters: Darla & Alivia Meyer 

LIVING ROOM PICTURE DEDICATION 
On November 6, please come to the Living Room 
after church at 10:45 for dedication of the Lord’s 
Supper carving that was given to our church as 
Hus Memorial Church was closing.  Thanks to the 
skills of Bob Zvacek and Larry Krohn, the 70-
pound piece was securely fastened to the wall 
above the fireplace.  Czech desserts will be served 
after the dedication. 

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS  
Music ministry has been an enjoyable part of 
worship at First Presbyterian Church near Ely for a 
long time. Many lasting friendships and 
relationships are a direct result of the music 
ministry. The pandemic and the resulting 
requirement to close the church for such a long 
time have taken a toll on us differently. Many of 
us are still struggling to find normalcy in our daily 
lives and our life at church. 

Many of us have felt called to serve our living 
Christ by offering our gifts of music individually 
and through group ministries such as the bell 
choir and the adult church choir. Maybe you have 
experienced healing and comfort by participating 
in the church music ministries in the past, or 
somebody has told you their personal story. 
The bell or the church choir needs your 
participation once again. The scripture says, 
“Make a joyful noise to God.” The hymn says, 
“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling…come 
home….” 

Please, will you prayerfully consider sharing your 
gift of music with others by once again 
participating in our church music ministry? We 
need you! 
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS 
If you would be interested in serving as an Advent 
Candle Lighter, please let Stephanie or Pastor 
Julie know. Sundays in Advent are: November 27, 
December 4, 11, 18 and 24. 

FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY  

Wednesday 
morning Bible 
study is beginning 
a new study on 
the Letter to the 

Romans. Paul wrote this letter to encourage the 
young gathering of Christ followers in the imperial 
capital of Rome. Paul had not yet gone to Rome 
and in the letter expresses his desire to do so. It 
was likely written in the mid 50’s A.D. while Paul 
was in Colossae staying with friends. It was 
written before our gospels were compiled and 
distributed within a generation after the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. 

Join in the fun! 9:30 a.m. on Wednesdays in the 
church lower level. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School celebrates 
the beginning of Advent on 
November 27 with a family 
event: Gather for Advent 
between worship and the 
soup and bread potluck 
(10:45 -11:30 a.m.) 
Celebrate the coming of Jesus in a fun and 
creative way with activities, crafts, games, a mini-
drama, and prayers centering around the 
meaning of Advent. Begin present giving and 
receiving early with take-home gifts and the goal 
of preparing a Christmas gift for Jesus this year. 

Sunday School meets all Sundays in November 
with lessons carefully crafted for each person in 
attendance. 

 
Drake University’s Brocal Chords serenade the congregation during worship. 

ECUMENICAL CHOIR  

Please consider joining the choir to sing with the 
St. John’s Lutheran choir for the Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Service to be held November 20, 7 
p.m., at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Ely.  Joint 
practices will be Wednesdays, November 2nd and 
9th at 7:30 at our church and Tuesday, November 
15, 7:30 at St. John’s.    

ADVENT NEWS 
Advent begins Sunday, November 27.  The 
worship service will include Holy Communion.  An 
Advent activity, “Gather for Advent”, will follow.  
We can celebrate joyously with our Soup and 
Bread potluck – please join in the fellowship with 
a delicious shared meal.  This would be a good 
time to invite guests, potlucks seem to be a hit.   

DECORATING TREE FOR ADVENT  
Anyone who would enjoy setting up and 
decorating our Christmas tree before Advent 
Sunday is encouraged to let Joanne Chadima 
know.  I could use some help – working together 
is always fun.  It will be scheduled November 25 
or 26, depending on the help available.  319-846-
2572 or jkchadima@southslope.net. 

 
Kolach filling sits on the counter waiting to be added to dough. 
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COMMUNITY & OUTREACH 

ELY CROP WALK 2022 
Sunday October 2, 2022 

This was a great year for the Ely CROP Walk.  We 
started off with a potluck picnic which started at 
noon.  This included socializing among the 
participants. The walk started at 1:00 p.m. with 
sunny skies and warm temperatures.  

Walkers Collected 
1st Pres Ely                  13                  $1,326 
Total of 3 churches 32                 $3,801 

This year we set a new record of $1,326 collected 
by our church.  Thank you for your financial 
contributions and participation in the noon 
picnic.  Thank you to all the walkers.   

WHAT A WONDERFUL DAY! 

Submitted by Bill Serbousek 
CROP WALK ORGANIZER 

 
Volunteers gather during the 2022 Ely CROP Walk. 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
November 13 is designated as Stewardship 
Sunday.  We gratefully accept our responsibility 
to support our church and each member in our 
spiritual walk together.  Pledge your financial 
support and pledge your time and talents to make 
our church a blessing to one another and the 
community.    

BUILDING EXPANSION UPDATE 
The Expansion Committee and the Session are 
continuing work towards the groundbreaking for 
the building expansion. Most recent work has 
included meeting with Point Builders to clarify 
building plans, costs, and scheduling. 

CHURCH BUSINESS  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
On November 6, be sure to Fall Back with your 
clocks to observe the Daylight Savings Time end 
for this year.   
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SESSION NOTES, 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 

1. Worship attendance in 
July and August 2022 (in 
person/live streaming): 
July 3:43/7; July 10: 47/9; 
July 17: 53/5; July 24: 39/5; July 29: 44/4; 
August 7: 36/8;  August 14 
Ecumenical service in Ely;  August 21: 
51/8; and, August 28: 44/7 

2. Church Membership as of August 31, 2022 
= 177 

3. The Session continues to search for a new 
Treasurer as Dan Chadima is successfully 
completing ten years of service as 
Treasurer. 

4. End of August financials:  
a. General Fund ending month 

balance $18,862.92 
b. Per Capita 49.3% of budget (YTD 

actual of $1,218.05 on budget 
$2,471.95) 

c. Reg Offering-pledged 72.9% of 
budget (YTD actual of $75,479.30 
on budget $103,470.00) 

d. Reg Offering-non pledged 33.6% of 
budget (YTD actual of $17,294.00 
on budget $51,476.05) 

e. Church Utilities-Fuel 125.3% of 
budget (YTD actual $3,007.67 on a 
budget of $2,400.00) 

f. Manse utilities-Fuel 137.6% of 
budget (YTD actual $1,032.09 on a 
budget of $750.00) 

5. Mission Concerns: 421 items donated to 
College Community School District. 
Whirlpool donated a stove for the manse. 
The CROP Walk is October 2 in Ely. Lunch 
by tailgate before walk. Thanks to Bill 
Serbousek for doing this.  

6. Property Concerns:  Window replace. 
Playground done. Fence installed. Grass 
seed down (need rain). Green lids on 
septic. Eaves on the NW corner of the 

church are plugged. Larry Svec will add 
gravel to driveway. Power washing will be 
done. Solar panels have passed the 
administrative review but got hung up in 
technical, now in 2nd review. Elevator 
repair or replacement on hold. Bill 
Serbousek contacted the Ely Fire 
Department about coming and doing a 
walk-through check of the church building. 
Vacuum cleaner fixed. 

7. History Committee Concern: was 
requested from Adam Csukas (Ph.D., 
Lawyer and Department Head for 
Administrative Services of the Evangelical 
Church of Czech Brethen, Prague) about 
sending articles by Rev. Pokorny (“Ma 
Cesta Zivotem” and others). The Session 
recommends sending photocopies/digital 
as the paper are very fragile. 

8. Whirlpool Corporation donation: 
Whirlpool donated a new glass top electric 
stove for the parsonage. Thank you 
correspondence was sent. 

9. Nominating Committee report: For the 
Congregational meeting called for October 
30, 2022, these candidates are presented 
for voting into church office:  
Elder Christian Education - Diane Reist, 
second term, 2023-2025 
Elder Worship & Program - Joanne 
Chadima, second term, 2023-2025 
Elder Mission - Misti Huedepohl, second 
term, 2023-2025 
Youth Elder- there is no volunteer for this 
position at this time 
Deacon Deb Krohn, first erm, 2023-2025 
Deacon Karen Zacek and Deacon Eleanor 
Burke will serve together, first term, 2023-
2025 
We thank Leslie Harder, Bob & Jean Kolek, 
and Bob & Carol Andrle for their service. 
Nominating Committee - Theresa Harder, 
Everett Williams, Pat Kilberger 
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Happy November from Youth Group!  

October was a busy and fun month for our church 
and Youth especially! Early in the month was the 
CROP Walk and Tailgate picnic lunch at Ely 
Park.  We had the most beautiful Day for a walk 
after a tailgate feast!   

Youth participated on their own for Bring your 
Bible to School Day.  Several youth helped with 
the Soup Supper.  Later in October, we had a fun 
afternoon at the trampoline park -BIG Thank you 
to Jeri and Casey H for helping with driving and 
chaperoning this outing!  At the time of writing, 
we are still anticipating the fun of the Fall 
Halloween hayrack ride and Trunk-or-treat.  We 
look forward to seeing all of your creative and 
spooky trunk designs! 

Youth Group invites all seniors in our 
congregation to attend a Harvest Dinner in 
celebration of Thanksgiving on Saturday, 
November 12th at 4pm.  Please see the 
invitation to RSVP to let us know that you are 
planning to attend and choose your pie 
flavor.  Any questions, please contact Angie.  

Operation Christmas Child collection date is 
coming quickly - November 20th, youth will pack 
our boxes to be shipped to children all over the 
World!  Youth are asking the congregation to 
bring any shoeboxes so they can be wrapped 
before packing.  Families are welcome to pack 
their own boxes to send, or if you prefer, all 
church friends can help with the gifts for the 
youth boxes; see ideas online for WOW gifts for 
all ages, or to pack your own shoebox.  Funding 
for shipping is also appreciated! There will be 
ideas each week at church. 

Youth group is seeking adults of all ages who are 
interested in sharing their interests and talents 
with us; What is your passion or hobby? Could you 
show us / tell us about it? Can we try it 
out?  Please contact Angie or any Sunday School 
teacher to plan a date to share! 

We will continue accepting redeemable cans and 
bottles from our church friends willing to donate; 

these funds help with activity costs. These cans 
and bottles can be set inside the youth room 
door. Thank you to all who are helping the youth 
in this way and recycling! In September and 
October, we collected $27.90 - that is 558 
cans/bottles saved from the landfill! 

Please let me know if there are any questions 
about youth programming, and thank you for 
your continued support!  

Blessings~   
Angie Zahradnik Ehle 

Youth Schedule – 
November 2022 

Sunday, November 6th: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 p.m. Youth Group at  

church 

Friday, November 11th:  
6:00 p.m. Rohlicky and pie making 

Saturday, November 12th:  
8:30 a.m. Meal Preparation 
4:00 p.m. Harvest Dinner 

Sunday, November 13th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
No Evening Youth Group 

Sunday, November 20th: OCC Packing Day 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 p.m. Youth Group at church 

Sunday, November 27th: Advent Festival 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Advent Festival & Soup Potluck 
No Evening Youth Group 

Sunday, December 4th: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 p.m. Youth Group at church 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar 
November 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 All Saints’ Day 

9:00-12:00  Office Hours 

2 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
NO Handbell Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 

3 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

4 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

 6  Food Pantry Sunday 
     DST ends 
   9:30  Worship with  
     Livestream 
  10:45 Carving Dedication 
  10:45 Sunday School 
    6:00 Youth Group 

7 8 Election Day 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

9 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
6:15 Handbell Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 

10 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

11 Veterans’ Day 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
6:00 Rohlicky and Pie  

12 
8:30 Meal Prep 
 
4:00 Harvest Meal 

 13 Stewardship Sunday 
  9:30  Worship  with  
     Livestream 
  10:45 Coffee Hour 
  10:45 Sunday School 

14 15 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
6:15 Handbell Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 

16 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
 

17 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
6:30 Session Meeting 

18 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 

 20 Newsletter Deadline 
  9:30  Worship with  
     Livestream 
  10:45 Coffee Hour 
  10:45 Sunday School 
   6:00 Youth Group 
   7:00 T’giving Service 

21 
 
 

22 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
NO Handbell Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 
 

23 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
 

24 Thanksgiving 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 

 27 
  9:30  Worship with  
     Livestream 
  10:45 Coffee Hour 
  11:00 Advent Festival 

28 
 

29 
 
9:00-12:00  Office Hours 
 

30 
 
9:30 Bible Study  
 

UPCOMING: 
Sunday, December 2: Sounds of Christmas Program 
Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight service 
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