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FROM THE PASTOR
In the past months, I have been a part of 12
funerals/memorial services within the church
family and of community members. One
observation is that families grieve in a multitude
of different ways. Some grieve together. Some
are driven apart by grief. Some find comfort in
scriptures and prayer. Some find comfort in
family and friends. Some are relieved. Some are
frightened. Some are lost, and some are found.
The one constant is the presence of God in the
time of mourning. “Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted” said Jesus.
Grieving happens at the time of death, and often
happens before and chronologically way after
death. So too in other areas of life. When
something ends, we grieve. Change in the status
quo brings along with it a portion of ending and
thereby, a portion of grief.
One way to understand “status quo” is to
acknowledge that it means “status of change”.
For change is ever present as the sun moving our
day along and the moon reminding us that the
night will have its turn. The turning of a few tree
leaves on a maple tree in August hints at what is
to come. And the suggestion of another item with
“pumpkin spice” tells us something too.
Some grieve the ending of summer. Others run
into September without looking into the rearview
mirror.
But, this or that, wherever you are, know that
God is near. Nearer than your heartbeat. Nearer
than your next thought. Nearer than a shiver from

a cool autumn breeze. Know that you are
surrounded, protected, and loved by God—no
matter what the calendar, or the clock, or the
angle of the earth suggests.
In Christ,
Pastor Julie

FALL START UP DATES
September 5 Handbell Choir Rehearsals
September 9 Sunday School
September 16 Congregational meeting after
worship
October 14 at 1:00, Ely Park CROP Walk

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The class of Motycka Scholars is large this year.
The Session reviewed and approved all
recommendations from the Scholarship
Committee. Motycka Scholarships have been
awarded to: Morgan Eadie, Grace Ehle, Rachel
Harder, Luke Huedepohl, Blake Kilberger,
Madison Kilberger, MaKayla Lindemann, Ben
Mineck, Hailee Reist, Lauren Reist, Logan
Serbousek, Mackenzie Serbousek, Matthew
Walter, and Matt Zacek.

THANK YOU
The family of Stan Ditch would like to thank
everyone for their prayers, cards and more.
Especially Pastor Julie, Sharon and Barb who
made the service special. I know Stan would have
appreciated all your prayers. He will be missed by
his family. Again a big thank you to the wonderful
members of the First Presbyterian Church. God
Bless you all. Dorothy and family.
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CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP & KOLACH SUPPER

SOUP SUPPER VOLUNTEER SIGNUP

Dear Faithful Members, The Annual
Chicken Noodle Soup and Kolach
Supper will be held on Saturday,
October 20, 2018. It will be our 69th Supper this
year. Please be watching for announcements in
this Salt Shaker and the next, and also in the
weekly bulletins.

Very soon, you will receive an email with a link to
sign up for positions during the Soup Supper. If
you do not believe that the church has your
correct email address on file, please email Rachel
Manders at rachelmanders345@yahoo.com. If
you do not have access to a computer, you can
contact Rachel. Thanks!

Rachel Manders is our new workercoordinator!!!!!!!!!!!! She is so organized – she is
ready to send out the famous Sign-Up e-mail.
Please watch for it and respond – it helps if you
can respond sooner rather than later. This is
especially true since Iowa Homecoming is on the
morning of our Supper!!! This will keep our
worker-coordinator from panic (and me, too).
Please encourage anyone you know to come to
our Soup Supper – they can enjoy a great meal
after the game!!! (We’ll have save-the-date cards
and pre-sale tickets available.)
We are also toying with the idea of pre-sale of
soup and kolaches. I would be interested in
thoughts about this. It might help our volume
overall.
We will have some very attractive new signs, yard
signs, and posters! Todd Eadie will be attaching
signs to our permanent signage – and he would
appreciate any help with this – please contact him
if you can help (toddeadie@yahoo.com). We will
need your help placing yard signs in appropriate
places and taking posters to our various
surrounding towns.

CROP WALK
The annual CROP Walk will
be held on Sunday,
October 14 with a
dedication prayer at 1:00
p.m. at the Ely Park Trail
next to the pond. We will be walking the Cedar
Valley Nature Trail north to Ely Road and then
returning to the park (approx. 2.4 miles round
trip). You may participate in multiple ways. You
can donate money to a person or young person
doing the Crop Walk. Or you can be a walker and
collect money for the walk. And/or you can just
do the walk and interact with the youth of our
church.
Todd Eadie will be in-charge of the “Walker
Donation Envelopes”. You can also obtain your
“Envelope” by a phone call to Todd and he will
make sure you get one.
There will also be a donation envelope in memory
of Lenore Biderman.

I think that is all for now – will be looking forward
to a wonderful Supper.
Joanne Chadima

THANK YOU

P.S. Please be on the lookout for fruit fillings on
sale – we like Solo, but we can use any. If you
would be willing to donate some for our baking at
the church, just leave them on the west counter
top in the kitchen. All is appreciated.

A note of thanks to everyone who provided
special music this summer and everyone who
participated in Sound Progression.
Sharon Furler
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2018 ELY FALL FEST
Ely will hold their annual Fall Fest on Saturday,
September 29th. We will again have a booth. At
the booth, we will be passing out Save the Date
cards for our annual Chicken Noodle Soup and
Kolach Supper, as well as brochures which provide
the community information about our church.
This year, we’ll have a game for the kids, as well as a
large face board for guests to take pictures in. We
are in need of volunteers to run the
booth. Volunteers will pass out the Save the Date
cards, provide candy to children who play the
games, and distribute church literature to anyone
wanting to know more about us. A clip board will
be passed around in church starting Sunday,
September 2nd. If you are interested in helping
out, please contact Rachel Manders.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
September 2: Labor Day weekend
Liturgist: Joanne Chadima
Greeters: Phil Huedepohl Family
Ushers: Larry & Becky Modracek

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
READ TO FEED
The Sunday School
children have raised
$120.00 for Heifer International, enough to
purchase a goat! An additional $66.26 was raised
following the VBS Sunday service. Donations will
be accepted through September 9.
For more information, see the bulletin board in
the church basement, or check out Heifer Project
International website: heifer.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School starts Sunday, September 9th with
an Open House and Ice Cream Social to follow.
All children participating in children's
programming need to have a participant form
filed with the church. If you filled this form out
for VBS, you don't need to fill out another. If you
have questions, please contact Christal Bressler.

September 9: Holy Communion, Homecoming
Sunday, James 1:17-27
Liturgist: Angie Ehle
Greeters: Dick & Zelda Sherman
Ushers: Bryan & Elaine Bailey

Sunday School will be whole group in the living
room during the congregational meeting Sunday,
September 16th. We will be watching a Mr.
Rogers episode and creating our Sunday School
Promises.

September 16: Scripture and message TBD
Liturgist: Theresa Harder
Greeters: Betty Buresh
Ushers: Dan & Rachel Manders

Thank you to those that volunteered and
participated in the church family potluck, movie
under the stars and campout weekend August
18th and 19th!

September 23: Mark 9:30-37
Liturgist: Becky Grenis
Greeters: Scott Tedrow Family
Ushers: Bob & Carol Andrle
September 30: Youth Sunday with “Just Live It!”
message with puppetry, music, and visual
presentation
Liturgist: Dan Manders
Greeters: Darla Meyer Family
Ushers: Larry & Deb Krohn

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Bible study continues this fall at 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday mornings at the manse. The study
group is working through different stories in the
Bible that have women as primary figures.
September will focus on 4 more Old Testament
stories.
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ADULT EDUCATION
September 23: Tim Collins will share a presentation
on his beekeeping work here on church property
and tie it in with biblical information.
September 30: Documentary showing of the film
Somewhere Only We Know: the story of Burr Oak
Land Trust and Richard and Janice Horak's
Wildwood Farm. See
https://www.facebook.com/sowkfilm/ for the
trailer of the film.
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FELLOWSHIP
TRACTOR RIDE

Thank you to everyone who helped
to make the 2018 Church Tractor
Ride a success! This year’s ride took
us through the scenic country region West of
Swisher and Ely. Fourty-nine tractor drivers, five
people riding on buddy seats, and twelve wagon
riders participated in the ride. Twenty-two
people joined us for the noon meal. A total of
eighty-eight people were at the noon meal, which
was held in the fellowship hall of our church.
Ruzicka’s Catering from Solon, Iowa prepared the
delicious meal of Roast beef, ham, garlic mashed
potatoes, baked beans, coleslaw kolaches and
rolls. Our noon meal was served after the ride
was over. This gave the participants time to visit
and relax.
A special thank you to the Kolach Kamp Team
Volunteers for baking those amazing kolaches.
You ladies & men are the best! We again heard
many comments about how delicious the
kolaches were and that these were the best. This
year I took a vote to see how many people came
just for the kolaches. I know that the reason we
have such a great turnout is because people are
coming to eat those wonderful Kolaches that you
ladies bake.

Zahradnik and Sharon Hurt Fell for providing their
wagons to accommodate the folks who wanted to
ride a wagon on the ride. Thank you to Leroy and
Carol Bistricky for letting us take our kolache
break at their farm. And a big thank you to Pastor
Julie Schuett for the meaningful blessing at the
noon meal and also for taking a photo of each
and every tractor that participated in the ride.
Hopefully I did not miss anyone and I apologize to
anyone who I may have forgotten to thank.
Break down of the 2018 Tractor Ride was as
follows:
$ Income

=

$2,995.00

Food Expenses =

$1,163.63

Proceeds

$1,831.37

=

God bless you all for making the 2018 ride a huge
success. Terry Zahradnik
…THANKS ALSO TO TERRY and NORM who are the
key organizers of this special and communitybased church event!!!

A very special thank you to Pat Kilberger, Adam
Zahradnik, Brian Thompson, and Angie Ehle, for
helping to set up, clean up, and pack up. Thank
you to the traffic control team of Bill and Penny
Serbousek, (who generated the route maps) Brian
Thompson, George Chadima, Dan Chadima,
Everett Williams, Larry Modracek and Steve
Schuett. Thanks so much to the Accordian
Musicians for the wonderful music they played
during the noon meal. Other folks who helped to
make this ride a success were Norm, Bob, and
Adam Zahradnik. Thank you to Jim Serbousek
who contacted Monsanto for the use of their
porta potties. Also a special thank you to Carl
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CHURCH BUSINESS
UPDATE ON BUILDING EXPANSION
PROPOSAL AND SEPTEMBER 16
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Current discussion on the building expansion
proposal continues in early September with
informal congregational discussion on September
9. The Session has called a congregational
meeting on September 16. All are encouraged to
attend and give their input and support the
church in prayer.
Information is on the lower level bulletin board as
well as in weekly bulletin insert in the format of
Q&A.
1. September 9 Congregational Discussion in
sanctuary after worship
2. September 16 Congregational Meeting in
sanctuary after worship
a. Presentation
b. Discussion
c. Vote by members to proceed with building
expansion. According to the church’s longstanding by-laws, church members present at
the meeting are eligible to vote and it will be
held by paper ballot. Proxy and absentee
voting are not permitted by the by-laws.
I. “Yes” vote would mean that Session will
proceed with
A. Major Site Plan at a cost of
$15,000-20,000 and seek county
approval;
B. Formation of Building
Committee to seek bids based on
feedback from congregation
discussions; and,
C. Formation of Fundraising
Committee to seek commitments
for future donations seeking final
project approval.
D. “Yes” vote would mean work
will continue with the next goal
being a bid to be brought to the
congregation for consideration and
vote at a future date.

II. “No” vote would mean the Session will
not continue with work on building
expansion.
III. “Abstain” vote chooses not to vote
either yes or no. Abstention votes do not
count positively or negatively. The Voter is
counted in the quorum for the meeting.
3. Future decisions of white fence placement, tree
planting, AC in sanctuary, kitchen modifications,
and children and youth space classroom
appropriations, etc. will be made as appropriate.

SESSION NOTES FOR
JUNE – JULY 2018
June 27, 2018: Review presentation materials for
Congregational meeting schedule to be on July
29, 2018. Introduce Tom Klemm, Civil Engineer
and friend of the congregation with interest and
skill in serving as project manager.
July 10, 2018: Continuation of June 27 discussion.
Motion approved to call for a congregational
meeting on September 16 after worship.

PER CAPITA
Per Capita dues are $2,627.00 for our
congregation. Each congregational member is
assessed the $33 per capita charge regardless of
age or regular attendance at church. To date,
$991.00 has been given to support this
expense. If you have already paid your per capita
amount, thank you! If you have been meaning to
send in that check but keep forgetting, don't
worry - there is still time!
Rachelle Mineck, Stewardship Chair

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Looking at the first half of 2018 (50% of the year),
pledged donations were at 51.1% and nonpledged offerings were at 30.01%. Expenses were
at 48.3%. Total ministry and mission projections
for 2018 are $178,000. Our balanced general
budget is currently on track. Praise be to God!
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Youth Schedule – September 2018
Sunday, September 2nd: NO Youth Group

Hello from the Youth Group!
In August, there was a HS Coffee Talk, a few more
Kernels clean ups, and Second Sunday Supper.
Youth served our church through special music
this month. We’ve been making Fall plans in
Youth Group, and looking forward to some new
activities as well as many annual events.
Sunday School also begins on September 9th; 6th
– 12 grades will meet in the Youth Room in the
back of the fellowship hall.
All High School Youth: Please plan to spend the
afternoon together at church on Saturday,
September 15th. More details will come in an
email.

Sunday, September 9th:
6:00 p.m.: Second Sunday Supper
6:30 p.m.: Youth Group – ALL Youth
Saturday, September 15th: High School Event TBA
Sunday, August 16th:
6:30 p.m.: Youth Group – Middle School
Youth only
Sunday, August 23rd:
6:30 p.m.: Youth Group – All Youth
Sunday, September 30th: YOUTH SUNDAY
8:00 a.m.: meet to practice for service
12:00 p.m.: Lunch and afternoon activity
NO Evening Youth Group

Also, Youth are preparing to help lead worship on
September 30th; please come watch our puppet
play!
Please let me know if there are any questions
about youth programming, and thank you for
your continued support!
Blessings,
Angie
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar, September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
NO Youth Group

3

4
9—Noon Office Hours

5
6
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours

7
9—Noon Office Hours

8

14
9—Noon Office Hours

15
Youth Group HS
Event TBD

21
9—Noon Office Hours

22

28
9—Noon Office Hours

29
Ely Fall Fest

6:15 Handbells
7:30 Chancel Choir

9 Homecoming Sunday 10
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
6:00 SSS
6:30 Youth Group

11
9—Noon Office Hours

16
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour and
Congregational Meeting
10:45 Sunday School
6:30 Youth Group – MS
only
23
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
6:30 Youth Group

18
9—Noon Office Hours

17
Newsletter deadline

12
13
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours
6:15 Handbells
7:30 Chancel Choir
19
20
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours
6:15 Handbells
7:30 Chancel Choir

6:30 Session Meeting

24

25
9—Noon Office Hours

26
27
9:30 Bible Study @ Manse 9—Noon Office Hours

6:30 Ladies’ Night Out

6:30 Men’s Night Out

6:15 Handbells
7:30 Chancel Choir

30 Youth Sunday
9:30 Worship
10:45 Coffee Hour
10:45 Sunday School
NO Youth Group

October 14, 1:00
October 20

CROP Walk
The Annual Chicken Noodle Soup and Kolach Supper
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REBUS BRAINTEASERS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Answers below

