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FROM THE PASTOR
I was reading an article titled “10 Life Guiding
Decisions" out of curiosity of what the author
might include as important and what might not
have made the cut. In it, author Todd Smith gives
advice about making good choices. Most of us
know how to make good choices. Whether or not
we follow our own intuition/gut or as we say
around church—the nudging of the Holy Spirit.
In this past liturgist year, our worship has been
driven by the Gospel of Luke. In it, we have seen
again and again how Jesus’ decisions and words
engage us to deeper fellowship and discipleship.
Smith says:
There's no denying the fact that our lives are a
mirror image of the decisions we make. Sure,
there may be a rare exception -- such as a major
health challenge -- but in the big picture of life, we
are where we are today based on the decisions we
made in the yesterdays.
The key to living a happy and fulfilling life is to
make wise decisions; decisions about where you
live and work; decisions in how you treat and
interact with others; decisions about how you
spend money and handle difficult situations. But
perhaps the most important of all is where you
are leading your life.
So, let us consider this fall some of the questions
that come out of this idea that making wise
decisions lead to a fulfilling life:
1. What is important to me today?
2. What should be important to me?
3. What do I want my life to look like? When
you look 5, 10, 20, or 30 years into the
future, what do you want your life to look
like? What do you want to be doing with

your time? Where do you want to be
living?
4. What do I want my days to look like?
What type of daily routines would you
enjoy? From the time you get up to the
time you go to bed, what do you want the
typical day to look like?
5. What would I enjoy the most? Where's my
passion?
6. What are my greatest strengths?
7. In what areas do I have extensive
knowledge?
8. What's the greatest value I offer to the
market?
9. How much money do I want to make?
10. What would my criteria be in selecting
something new to do?
When you examine your answers to these
questions, perhaps you find that you are exactly
where you are being called to be. Perhaps, there
is a prompting of the Spirit that is leading you.
Perhaps, there is a discontent or disconnect.
Perhaps there is a satisfaction that is good and
godly.
Whether you are midlife, just starting out as you
interview for your first “real job,” or are counting
the days to retirement, it is valuable to take a
count of the time you have. The place that you
have. The value of your days. This is perhaps the
greatest accounting of personal stewardship. This
is perhaps the place where Jesus’ resurrection fills
our life, and our life answers the divine call.
In Christ,
Pastor Julie
Article located at:
http://www.littlethingsmatter.com/blog/2011/03
/10/10-life-guiding-decisions/
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OFFICE HOURS
Church office hours resume a much more
consistent schedule beginning after Labor Day
which will include Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to noon.

WORSHIP & PROGRAM
SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
September 4, Labor Day Weekend: outdoor
worship. Luke 14:25-33: All of It
Liturgist: Rachel Manders
Ushers: Manders Family
Greeters: Dick & Zelda Sherman
September 11: Holy Communion and Sunday
School Open House with dedication of the new
playground equipment and ice cream social. Luke
15:1-10: Lost Ones
Liturgist: Theresa Harder
Ushers: Jeff & Diane Reist
Greeters: Janelle Benish
September 18: 1 Timothy 2:1-7: Mentoring
Liturgist: Diane Reist
Ushers: George & Joanne Chadima
Greeters: Bob & Jean Kolek
September 25: 1 Timothy 6:6-19: Enough
Liturgist: Rene Tedrow
Ushers: Bill & Penny Serbousek
Greeters: Matt Zacek Family
October 2: Worldwide Communion and CROP
Walk with Sunday School outing and tailgating at
Ely Park. 2 Timothy 1:1-14: Did I Forget to
Mention?

Artwork from Vacation Bible School

FAITH DEVELOPMENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School Open House on September 11,
10:45-11:30 a.m.: We will meet outside for a
dedication blessing of the playground as well as
ice cream for all. Then, parents and students—
come and visit with the class teachers, get
comfortable in the Sunday School rooms, do
some student activities, stories, and projects.
We are looking for some Champions who will help
with Sunday School this year—whether it is taking
a lesson or sharing a skill—we are looking for
carpenters, artists, chefs, musicians, sports
coaches, etc. to share a skill/project with children.
For instance, building wood birdhouses with the
students or having a lesson about soccer skills.
These skill-based projects will be tied into a Bible
story lesson and brief discussion.
We are also looking for adult mentors willing to
be paired with a student who is connected with
the church but not within geographical area of
the church. These connections would include 3-6
contacts for the school year such as birthday card,
email a prayer, checking in at Christmas time, etc.
This year classes will be divided into young ones,
older children, and youth.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Artwork from Vacation Bible School

Adult Sunday School will resume in person after
the Soup and Kolach Event concludes in midOctober.
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COMMUNITY & OUTREACH
ELY CROP WALK 2022
The CROP Walk will be
October 2 at 1:00 p.m.
at the Ely City Park
Trail. We join our
efforts with Shueyville
United Methodist Church and Ely St John
Lutheran.
The ongoing war in Ukraine, on top of the
pandemic and other disasters is causing a global
food crisis. Millions are on the brink of famine.
The CROP Hunger Walk and the funds we raise
will feed the hungry through CWS. When you join
this movement to raise funds and donate, these
gifts will provide life-saving support like
emergency food along with the seeds, tools and
programs that will help families feed themselves
in the future.
Look for more information in the September
bulletin announcement inserts and in “Minute for
Mission.”
Folders and fundraising sheets are available now.
Contact Bill Serbousek.
TO KICK OFF THE CROP WALK:
Let’s tailgate at Ely Park! Bring food, lawn chairs,
lawn games 11-1. This is a great opportunity for
families to enjoy time together at the park—
whether you stay for the CROP Walk or not.

ALL HANDS ON DECK!
CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP AND KOLACH SUPPER

NEW THIS YEAR--COUNTRY STORE ON
SITE DURING PICK-UP TIMES
The most important dates are Friday, October 7
and Saturday, October 8. Help is needed each day
to bake kolaches at the church, early until about
noon AND also during pick up, 2:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Also needed: help for the Country Store which
will be open during pick-up times.

Other ways you can help:
1. Help with soup preparation in September.
We will have four soup preparation dates
to be announced.
What? – Soup Preparation
When? 4 dates in September –
contact Joanne Chadima to sign up
Where? – church kitchen
What to bring? – chicken broth and
cooked chicken
2. Advertise. Spread the word on your
personal social media, tell your friends
and family, mention at your workplace,
mail “Save-the-Date Cards,” and put up
posters in the community. Printed order
forms may be handed in at church any
time. Online orders and phone orders will
be taken beginning September 10 through
October 1. Please note the deadline
date. This will help our preparation for the
soup making and kolach baking. Country
Store items can be donated any time, the
earlier the better. We will have a booth at
the Ely Fall Festival on September 24 to
advertise our soup, kolaches and Country
Store.
Prices were set a few months ago for the soup
and kolaches, taking into consideration the
economic conditions affecting everyone. Soup
remains the same at $8 per quart. Kolaches are
$14 per dozen.
Let’s make this year’s Country Store the best
ever!! Let’s fill the living room with lots of baked
goods, garden produce, crafts, and more. Rachel
Manders is giving her time to get this together; it
would be great to have someone help her with
this.
Let’s do this!
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COUNTRY STORE 2022
We are going to run the Country Store during the
Chicken Noodle Soup and Kolach Supper again this
year; however, it’s going to run a little different.
September 24th is the Ely Fall Festival. First
Presbyterian Church near Ely will have an
informational booth to both pass out order forms
for soup and kolaches, but also information about
our Country Store, which will be held during the two
days of the Soup Supper.

Volunteers set out as part of the Ely Sesquicentennial Parade.

October 7th & 8th, the Country Store will be up and
running in the church during soup and kolach pickup times.
A Facebook event page will be created to advertise
items for sale at the Country Store. As items are
donated, we will take photos and add to the event
page to let people know what to expect at our store
this year. Please note that we will NOT sell items
through Facebook this year, we will only use it as a
means of advertising the Country Store.
What are some ways that you can help?
1. Participate in passing out order forms and
fliers at the Ely Fall Fest.
2. Donate items to sell at the Country Store –
and donate at any time starting now! The
earlier you donate, the more we can
advertise your items!
3. Bake items to sell at the Country Store (Yes
we are doing the bake sale portion again!).
If you plan to donate baked goods, please
let me know what you will bring so that I
can advertise it.
4. Share, share, share! Once the Facebook
event page is up and running, share the
event to your personal Facebook pages, as
well as any local group pages that you can
think of (i.e., neighborhood pages, city
pages, school pages).
If you are willing and able to help in any way, please
reach out to Rachel Manders.
Thank you!
Rachel

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
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PLAYGROUND COMPLETE

Volunteers set out as part of the Ely Sesquicentennial Parade.

CHURCH BUSINESS
SESSION NOTES,
JUNE 16, 2022
1. Bob Zvacek and Jake Rabe
of Rabe Hardware
presented a bid for solar
installation at church.
Motion approved with plan funded in
memory of Marilyn Zvacek from the
Zvacek Estate gift.
2. Jacob Manders presented his Eagle Scout
project. Motion approved his playground
project.
3. Worship attendance in May 2022 (in
person/live streaming): May 1:48/9; May
8:45/5; May 15:58/8; May 22:45/10, May
29:47/8
4. Membership as of May 31, 2022=177
5. The Scholarship Committee made
recommendations for 2022-2023. Motion
approved for $285 from the Pokorny
Fund; $2,350 from the Carson fund; and
$18,000 from Motycka Fund.
6. Mission project of Bibles for Camp
Wyoming was completed at two cases and
three additional Bibles.
7. Worship – Rev. Dr. Howard Chapman
substituting for worship leadership on July
17. Rev. Jim and Jean DeSmidt here mid
Aug for 3 weeks for Pastor Julie while she
is on vacation.

From old to new with a few delays, the
playground is complete. From disassembling and
removing the old one, digging out dirt and
building the new one, then finishing with mulch in
the existing and new playground, the area is
finished and looking great. Thanks to Bill Serbosek
and grandsons for machinery and labor, Jake
Manders for the idea and management, Dan
Manders for organization, and many other
volunteers to help get the project completed.
Looks awesome!! Coming soon is finishing the
septic area fence and grass, then gravel on the
road.

Volunteers work to finish the new playground.

Volunteers work to finish the new playground.

Volunteers pose in front of the completed playground.
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Happy September from Youth Group!
What a Summer! Youth represented our Church
in the Ely July 4th Parade. Thank you to Carl Z for
the opportunity to ride and for sharing the tractor
and wagon, and Rene T and Judy S for riding
along with the youth! Thank you for showing the
importance of youth in our church family by your
support of Youth Group activities.
Also in July, Youth participated in the VBS
activities - Big Thank you to Leslie H and Sarah H
for the SuperPowers of leadership and
storytelling for VBS this year!
Summer brings summer camp, and several youth
went to Camp Wyoming this summer! Be sure to
ask Youth what their favorite part of Camp was!
In August, the town of Ely celebrated 150 years,
and Pastor Jim and Jean DeSmidt were back for
the festivities. Youth Group Alumni of all ages met
with the DeSmidt’s on Sunday 8/7 and shared
memories of Youth Group Days gone by! Also,
our church celebrated Ely by participating in the
Sesquicentennial Parade - thanks again to Carl Z
for providing the transportation, and to Karen Z,
Eleanor B, George C, Bill S, Penny S, Darla M and
Alivia M for participating in the parade!
This summer, Ben M shared information about
disc golf, and youth had a blast trying it out!
(thanks, Ben M for the awesome disc golf lesson!)
Youth group is seeking adults of all ages who are
interested in sharing their interests and talents
with us; What is your passion or hobby? Could you
show us / tell us about it? Can we try it
out? Please contact Angie or any Sunday School
teacher to plan a date to share!
In September on Grandparent’s Day, Sunday
School will begin with a very special event for all
ages that includes ice cream and card
making. Later in the month, Youth will be
competing in the first annual FPCnE Mini-golf
tournament at Airport National - prizes will be
awarded! And don’t forget CROP walk is coming
up in early October, and we will celebrate this
walk with a tailgate party and lunch at Ely Park!

We will continue accepting redeemable cans and
bottles from our church friends willing to donate;
these funds help with activity costs. These cans
and bottles can be set inside the youth room
door. Thank you to all who are helping the youth
in this way and recycling!
Please let me know if there are any questions
about youth programming, and thank you for
your continued support!
Blessings~
Angie Zahradnik Ehle
Youth Schedule –
September 2022
Sunday, September 4th:
9:30am Worship
Outside
6pm: NO Youth Group enjoy the weekend with
your family
Sunday, September 11th: Grandparent’s Day
9:30am Worship and Playground Dedication
10:30am Sunday School Ice Cream Social
Sunday, September 18th:
9:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School
11:30am lunch then YG to Airport National for
Mini Golf tournament
Sunday, September 25th:
9:30am Worship
6pm: YG at church
Sunday, October 2nd:
9:30am Worship
Sunday School is tailgating at Ely Park, lunch and
games before CROP Walk
No Evening YG

Fun at camp Wyoming!
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar
September 2022
Sun

Mon

4 Worship Outside w/
Youth
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour

5 Labor Day

11 Grandparents’ Day
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour

12

18
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
11:30 YG Lunch &Mini
Golf

19

25
9:30 Worship with
Livestream
10:45 Coffee Hour
6:00 Youth Group

26

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6

7

8

9

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Pracitce
7:30 Choir Practice

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

13

14

15

16

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Pracitce
7:30 Choir Practice

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

20
Newsletter Deadline
9:00-12:00 Office Hours

21 International Day of
Peace
9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Pracitce
7:30 Choir Practice

22 First Day of Fall

23

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

27

28

29

30

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
6:15 Handbell Pracitce
7:30 Choir Practice

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

Soup Supper Event with on-site Country Store:

Sat
3

10
Soup Supper orders may
now be registered by email at
soupsupper@elypres.org
or called in at 319-8484624
17

24

October 1 – FIRM deadline to submit orders via phone, google form, or email
October 7 & 8 – Friday - bake kolaches at the church, early to about noon, P/U 2:30-6:30
October 9 – Sunday - Worship Service 9:30 a.m. – celebrate a successful Supper and Country Store!
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