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November 2024

FROM THE PASTOR

You are the apple of my eye.

This is an old English expression, and it is in
several Old Testament verses.

Psalm 17:8 “Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide
me under the shadow of your wings.”

Proverbs 7:2: “Keep my commandments, and live;
and my law as the apple of your eye.”

To be the “apple of my eye” is to be valued above
all others, having a special place in someone’s life
and heart.

How can we experience being the apple of God’s
eye?

When we see the world and each other, let us
consider what we see as valued by God. And that
leads us to the next consideration: how are we
living that value in our lives of stewardship? How
can we encourage one another in faith,
fellowship, growth, and service?

As we close this fourth quarter of the year and
look towards 2025, let us dedicate ourselves with
devotion, charity, and commitment.

Thank you for your steadfast stewardship to your
church.

You are the apple of God’s eye.

In Christ,
Pastor Julie

FINANCIAL UPDATE

As of the September financials, we are 75%
finished with 2024. The General Fund ending the
month with a balance of $6,784.31. Based on
giving this year, we anticipate a shortfall close to
$14,000. Please consider your church as the year
ends.

BUILDING UPDATE

The building is nearing completion in a few weeks
with inspection following that. After that,
occupation is the next thing, but equipment and
flooring needs to be done yet also. The walls are
now painted, with drop ceilings, lighting, and duct
work in progress. Groundwork grading along with
the sidewalk, ADA parking places are to be
accomplished soon; and reseeding will be
completed this fall after the inspection is done.
The parking area will be expanded after all
construction is complete with future plans for a
hard surface instead of gravel. Come out and see
it and imagine what’s possible.

Larry Krohn

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

\ On November 3, be sure to Fall Back
with your clocks to observe the Daylight

Savings Time end for this year.

TREE DECORATING FOR ADVENT

We will be decorating the Christmas
tree on Sunday, November 24
during the Sunday School hour.
Please join and help prepare the
sanctuary for the holiday.

November 2024, Page 1



ADVENT FESTIVAL

e Join us on Sunday, December 1
for the first Sunday of Advent,
followed by the Advent Festival
and our traditional soup and bread potluck. Bring
soup and bread to share.

SALT SHAKER UPDATE

Beginning February 2025, the monthly Salt Shaker
will move to digital distribution by email and will
be available on the website. Paper copies will be
available at church. If you need to continue
receiving the Salt Shaker by mail, please contact
the church office.

DECEMBER/JANUARY SALT SHAKER

This year we'll be combining December and
January into one newsletter. Please have your
submissions to Stephanie for both December and
January by November 20.

CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS

Did you know you can make donations to the
church online through Give+? Use the QR code or
click on the “Give Now” button at elypres.org.

FAITH DEVELOPMENT

LIFE! Living In Faith

L.I.F.E.: LIVING ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL will be
held November 3, 10 and 17. Matt and Dawn
Zacek will be presenting November 17 to discuss
their experience volunteering with Operation
BBQ Relief. November 24 will be spent decorating
the sanctuary Christmas tree.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Bible Study is in 1 Peter. The study
begins at 9:30 with refreshments.

CHILDREN’S

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children’s Sunday School 2 ﬂ
will be held on November L - N

3,10, 17 and 24. el

COMMUNITY AND OUTREACH

ANNUAL CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP AND
KOLACH FUND RAISER

As | thought about the Soup/Kolach Drive
Through this year, | wondered if it could even
take place. We had quite a few of our regular
workers facing difficulties that would affect
participation. The LIFE Center was under
construction and there were questions about
driving and parking around the church. Could we
still have our Fund Raiser? With Pastor Julie’s
encouragement and faith, we stepped up and it
was more successful than imagined. We had 5
Saturday mornings of soup
making with 22 people helping
and providing broth and chicken
equaling 510+ quarts of soup.
Becky Grenis is our enthusiastic
soup leader. Then we had the
Friday and Saturday of kolach baking, again
having 20+ helpers each day and 42 batches of
dough to make 260+ dozen kolaches. About 170
pounds of delicious fillings were used. Theresa
and Jim Greider made kolaches at her home and
Diane Reist made kolaches at her home. With all
the baking, we could fill the kolach orders. To
date, we’re showing $9,672.13 in earnings for the
supper. We did not have a Country Store as usual
but a modified store which is still ongoing for
Mission and Youth income.

Many, many people to thank and happy
customers. Mostly we thank God for
the success.

Joanne
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Volunteers baking kolaches - bright and early - for Soup/Kolache Event

ANNUAL TRUNK AND TREAT

The Annual Trunk and Treat was held at church
on Sunday, October 27. Kids trick or treated from
car to car, played games, and then were served a
spunky lunch!
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WORSHIP § PROGRAM

NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

November 3 (DST Ends): Guest worship
leadership: Rev. Dr. Howard Chapman: Mark
10:46-52, Bartimaeus

Liturgist: Glenn Modracek

Ushers: Theresa & Jim Grieder

Greeters: Madison & Sam Ziebol

November 10: Apple of God’s Eye, Psalm 17:1-8,
15; Proverbs 7:1-3

Liturgist: Barb Horak

Ushers: Hentges Family

Greeters: Harder Family

November 17: Looking Back to the End,
Revelation 1:4b-8
Liturgist: Jodie Chadima
Ushers: Larry & Deb Krohn
Greeters: Glenn Modracek

November 24: Thanksgiving Reflection
Liturgist: Rachel Manders
Ushers: Tedrow Family
Greeters: Betty Buresh

November 24, 3:30 p.m. Ecumenical Thanksgiving
Worship hosted by St John Lutheran Church in Ely

December 1: First Sunday of Advent, Holy
Communion
Liturgist: Candle Lighters
Ushers: Jim & Judy Serbousek
Greeters: Rachelle Mineck

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS

If you would be interested in
serving as an Advent Candle
Lighter, please let Stephanie
or Pastor Julie know. Sundays

e in Advent are December 1, 8,
15, 22 and 24.

CHURCH BUSINESS
SESSION NOTES FROM

SEPTEMBER 2024 /

1.

Worship attendance in July

averaged 61; August 60

Church membership as of 182.

Meeting with Darin Foreman of Foreman
Construction concerning permit issues
with Linn County; requirement issues
concerning ADA parking and sidewalk
(again with Linn County;) expectation of
final inspection schedule; discussion about
flooring options for multi-purpose space
and painting choices.

Treasurer’s Report: The General Fund /
2024 Budget is still expected to be
underfunded by donations, even with
careful expenditures.

Children’s Sunday School class will be
taught by Nora Fetter and focus on the life
of Jesus. Next all church event: Trunk or
Treat, October 27.

Mission report of empty pill bottle
collection: 315. CROP Walk scheduled for
October 13 with picnic.

Personnel annual reviews will take place in
October. The Session’s application for a
2025 sabbatical grant through the Lilly
Foundation was approved. Details will be
worked out around a sabbatical time for
Pastor Julie summer 2025.

Property report: The shingles were
replaced on manse porch. Water system
bids presented with motion approved with
Pipe Pro with estimate of $9,700. New
garbage collection contract with ABC
Disposal System.

Worship report: October 6 World Wide
Communion Sunday will be served with
intinction communion.
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CHURCH MISSION
PROJECT

HOLIDRY FOOD DRIVE

FOR LINN COMMUNITY FOOD BANK'S
HOLIDAY FOOD BAGS

CREAM OF MUSHROOM SOUP

BOXES OF INSTANT MASHED POTATOES

PACKAGES OF GRAVY MIX BOXES OF STUFFING
FRENCH FRIEND ONIONS BOXES OF BROWNIE MIX
BOXES OF RED OR ORANGE JELLO-O

CANNED PEACHES, PEARS OR FRUIT COCKTAIL

Place your donations on table in church basement

HOLIDAY FOOD BAGS ARE DISTRIBUTED AT THANKSGIVING
&« CHRISTMAS BY THE LINN COMMUNITY FOOD BANK

November 2024, Page 5



Qe a0

Happy Thanksgiving Season!!

Youth will begin November with a 30 days of
Thankfulness Journal, jotting down a few things
each day that they are thankful for and sharing on
our Facebook Page some of what we write

down. We invite you to grab a notebook and join us
writing and sharing all that God has blessed you
with during this Harvest season!

In October, Youth Group helped with Soup Supper,
baking and “running” kolaches for our

customers. Youth also collected donations and
participated in the CROP Walk on a windy Sunday
afternoon! Youth also helped host the games for a
fun and spooky Trunk-or-Treat. Thanks to our
congregation for supporting these youth in their
efforts, and BIG Thank you to Diane (and Jeff) R for
the wonderful spooky food for our Trunk or Treat
Lunch!

In November, Youth will pack boxes for Operation
Christmas Child. There are items we need to add to
these boxes; if you are interested in helping us shop,
please consider the items we need most:

e Soccer Balls, other play balls, deflated
e Ball pumps

e Hair brushes

e Nail clippers

e Band-Aids
e Markers

e Crayons

e Index Cards
e Rulers

e Small notebooks

e Coloring books

e Calculators

e Pencil pouches/cases

e Slinkys
e Yoyos
e Flashlights

e Pens and Pencils

See this link for items we can send, and those we
cannot: https://samaritanspurse.org/operation-
christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-

suggestions/

We will be collecting these items through
November 10th. Thanks in advance for your
contributions!

Church members may also assist with the postage
for sending the Operation Christmas Child boxes.
Each box is $10 to ship this year, and our goal is 50
boxes! Look for more information about OCC on
the youth bulletin board at church downstairs in
Fellowship Hall.

Thanks to all who donate the redeemable cans and
bottles to Youth Group! We will continue to collect
these through the remainder of the year. Donations
can be brought to church and left in the Youth
Room, or you can call Angie for pick up or delivery.

Please let me know if there are any questions about
youth programming, and thank you for your
continued support!

Blessings™
Angie Zahradnik Ehle

Youth Schedule:
November 2024

Sunday, November 3rd:
9:30 a.m. Worship

outh
TR
ScrEDULE
10:30 a.m. Sunday School ;

NO Youth Group - Angie out of town

Sunday, November 10th: Bring OCC Items today
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School/Youth Group

Friday, November 15th:
5:30 p.m. Pie and Roll making for Senior Meal

Saturday, November 16th:
8:30 a.m. meal prep for Senior Meal
4:00 p.m. Senior Meal

Sunday, November 17th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School TBA

Sunday, November 24th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School

Sunday, December 1st: First Sunday in Advent
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Advent Festival
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,

November 2024
o T T T T

1 2
9:00-12:00 Office Hours

3 Food Pantry Sunday 4 5 6 7 8 9

9:30 Worship with LS 9:30 Bible Study

10:30 Coffee Hour 10:00 Chair Yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours  [11:30 Chair Yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours  [9:00-12:00 Office Hours

10:30 Youth Group SS 5:30 Handbell Practice

10:45 Sunday School 7:00 Chancel Choir

11:00 LIFE Sunday School

10 Senior Meal Deadline (11 Veterans’ Day 12 13 14 15 16

OCC Donations due
9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour
10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Sunday School
11:00 LIFE Sunday School

10:00 Chair Yoga

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

5:30 Pie and Roll Making

8:30 Meal Prep
4:00 Senior Harvest Meal

17

9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour

10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Sunday School
11:00 LIFE Sunday School

18

10:00 Chair Yoga

19

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

20

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

21

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:30 Session Meeting

22

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

23

5:30 Potluck & Card Cub

24

9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour

10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Sunday School
11:00 LIFE Sunday School

25

10:00 Chair Yoga

26

9:00-12:00 Office Hours
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

27
9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga

28 Thanksgiving

29

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

30
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