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 The Salt Shaker 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEAR ELY   

11100 Spanish Road, Ely, Iowa 52227 
www.elypres.org and on Facebook 
319-848-4624 office@elypres.org 
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CONGRATULATIONS SCOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS! 
The Session received the Scholarship 
Committee recommendations and approved the 
following scholarships: 

 The Pokorny and Vavra Scholarship will be 
awarded to Ian Klemm. 

 The Wilma Carson Scholarship will be 
awarded to Ava Andrle. 

 The Motycka Scholarship will be awarded 
to: 

o Ava Andrle 
o Ella Andrle 
o Sarah Chadima 
o Sophia Chadima 
o Ian Klemm 
o Faith Scaglione 

We wish these students all the best. 

SABBATICAL COVERAGE 

Sabbatical 
2025 

Notes 

August 3 Rev. Dr. Howard Chapman 
No Wednesday Bible study 
Aug 3-16: On call for 
visitation/funerals: Brian 
Middleswarth 

August 10 Rev. Dr. Howard Chapman 
No Wednesday Bible study 

August 17 Pastor Julie Returns! 

 

 

 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY  
There will be no Wednesday Bible Study in 
August. See you in September! 

NOISY CAN SUNDAY  
Reminder: Noisy Can Sunday will take place on 
Sunday, July 31. Bring your loose change to make 
a joyful noise to the Lord! 
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CHURCH BUSINESS 

LIFE CENTER RATES  
LIFE Center rates have been increased. Effective 
Tuesday, July 1, Session voted to increase the 
rental rates of the LIFE Center to $50/hour (after 
the first hour) for members and $100/hour for 
non-members, teams and organizations. The 
previous rate will be honored for any existing 
reservations.  

LIFE CENTER NEEDS 
In order to be able to use the LIFE Center as soon 
as we had the ribbon-cutting ceremony, the 
session approved and purchased tables (15) and 
chairs (120), the carts to house those when not in 
use (2 of each), lobby furniture, floor mats, the 
special floor cleaner for the gymnasium, cleaning 
supplies, wall pads, and various sports equipment 
(volleyball net & balls, pickle ball net, basketballs, 
and badminton net, rackets & shuttlecocks). We 
also needed to install fire extinguishers, and need 
to obtain an AED machine as well as an indoor 
security camera system (recommended by Ely 
Parks & Recreation). 

Here are the expenses which you could help 
sponsor: 

• 1 table & 8 chairs for $490 
• A storage rack for chairs or tables for $225 
• Fire extinguishers for $200 

You may consider contributing towards: 

• Gym floor cleaner (donation received), 
floor mats and cleaning supplies for $1,500 
• Wall pads & sports equipment for $8,000 
• Lobby furniture for $2,500 

The items we are still needing to obtain are 
estimated at $1,500 for the AED machine and 
$4,000 for the security cameras. 

By having contributions given, it will allow us to 
replenish the Maintenance Fund for future 
projects and church needs. 

Thank you for your consideration, Sarah Harris, 
Welcome and Outreach Elder 

PARKING LOT 
The parking lot is open to drive and park with 
lines completed. Trash dumpsters are in place at 
the south driveway. Parking is available on the 
parking lot, or on the south grass. Cars can drive 
off the parking lot to the grass and also come in 
from the south driveway. Do not drive through 
the depression next to the LIFE center where 
water drains away from the building, due to a 
buried drain tile.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
In June, the cash balance of the General Fund 
turned positive due to the larger than budgeted 
Kilberger Trust transfer and the early payment of 
pledged offerings. 

The Non-Pledged offering (although improved) 
continues to lag, which is normal for this time of 
year. 

The LIFE Center is at 23% of budget despite the 
electrical being over budget. The work to correct 
the electrical issue was completed in June. 

The LIFE Center rentals in June were minimal due 
to the parking lot closure. 

Account Comments 

1105 · General Fund ending month balance of 
$3,303.52 

4110 · Regular Offering - Pledged 63.4% of budget 
(YTD actuals of $55,397.40 on a budget of 
$87,380.00) 

4116 · Regular Offering - Non-Pledged 37.1% of 
budget (YTD actuals of $28,353.10 on a budget of 
$76,509.00) 

Total Income 50% of budget (YTD actuals of 
$102,999.37 on a budget of $205,836.00) 

Total Expense 49.3% of budget (YTD actuals of 
$101,515.89 on a budget of $205,836.00) 
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CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS 
Did you know you can make 
donations to the church online 
through Give+? Use the QR code 
or click on the “Give Now” button 
at elypres.org. 

WORSHIP & PROGRAM 
AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
August 3, Rev. Dr. Howard Chapman 
Liturgist: Janet Holland 
Ushers: Larry & Deb Krohn  
Greeters: Jim & Judy Serbousek 
 
August 10, Rev. Dr. Howard Chapman 
Liturgist: Misti Huedepohl  
Ushers: Bill & Penny Serbousek  
Greeters: Bob & Carol Andrle  
 
August 17, Pastor Julie Returns!  
Liturgist: Matt Zacek  
Ushers: Fred & Sarah Harris  
Greeters: Zacek Family 
 
August 24  
Liturgist: Craig Andrle  
Ushers: Jim & Judy Serbousek 
Greeters: Larry & Deb Krohn  
 
August 31, Noisy Can Sunday 
Liturgist: Sarah Harris  
Ushers: Beau & Tate Andrle  
Greeters: Karen Zacek  

COMMUNITY & OUTREACH 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: SOUP 
SUPPER 
What: Annual Chicken Noodle Soup and Kolach 
Drive Through Supper 

When: Pick up dates Friday, October 3 and 
Saturday, October 4, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Where:  First Presbyterian Church near Ely 

How:  By the grace of God 

Who:  All of Us 

A few of us got together to discuss the Soup and 
Kolach Event!  Here are some of our thoughts – 
please feel free to add to the list 

1. The soup needs to have more broth in it 
2. Everyone will be needed to help with baking 

on Friday, October 3 and Saturday, October 4 
in the mornings. Help will be needed in the 
afternoons and during pick-up times, also.   

3. Pricing to be determined 
4. If someone will volunteer to work with the 

Country Store – we can set it up in the L.I.F.E. 
Center!! Please don’t be afraid to help out – 
and please start thinking about preparation 
for donations.  

5. Many comments have been made to have a 
sit down dinner – probably not this year.   

6. We will be starting our chicken-noodle-soup-
making sessions at the end of August – watch 
for sign-ups for the sessions!   

These are preliminary ideas – feel free to send 
comments to Joanne Chadima    

SUMMER MISSION WORK 
Many thanks to our volunteers who served at 
Green Square Meals on Tuesday, July 29. Way to 
represent our congregation in the community! 
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Pat Penn and Stephanie Buonadonna play a bell duet during worship. 

 
Pat Penn performs flute during worship. 

 
One of the beautiful stained glass windows that adorn the church. 
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CAMINO UPDATE FROM JAN DUS 

Dear friends, 

As we look back, we are filled with gratitude—for the 
people we’ve met, the hands that joined in the hard 
work, and your ongoing support that makes all of this 
possible. 

Each journey we take is more than just a trip—it’s a 
bridge between worlds. We travel with a purpose to 
bring help where it’s needed most. To be helping in 
locations where our limited resources can make a 
difference. Concrete people working with concrete 
people. 

Here’s what you helped make happen: 

Mexico (2023 & 2024) 

In the heart of Chiapas, 
we stood alongside 
families who fled cartel 
violence. We helped 
build a home for a 
refugee family and a 
community center in La 
Trinitaria. These spaces 
are now safe havens for 

people forced to start over. 

  
You can still support this community, just write 
“Mexico” in your donation note. 

Peru (2023) 

We joined a small 
congregation in Perené led 
by Pastor María Deníz, 
who works with children 
from excluded 
communities. Together, we 
dug water lines, repaired 
bathrooms, and painted 
the dining hall – simple 

acts that brought great joy. 

   
To help children in need in Peru, add “Peru” to your 
donation note. 

Zambia (2025) 

On our most recent trip, our 
amazing physiotherapists 
worked with 43 families 
whose children are living 
with cerebral palsy. 
Children´s families learned 
basic stimulation techniques 
to do at home to improve 

strength and mobility – small steps, which are critical 
in a country with limited access to professional 
physical therapists. 

Support these families by 
including “Zambia” in your 
donation. 

Whether you gave, built, 
encouraged, or simply 
followed our work, you are 
part of this story.  

Thank you for walking the path of compassion with us. 

  
Our work continues in Ukraine 

I (Jan) am sending this email from Ukraine where I am 
currently working with our partner organizations 
providing food, shelter, and relief to people struck by 
the war. We will send you more info about this trip to 
Ukraine in our next Newsletter. 

With hope and gratitude, 
Jan and Jeremy 
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Hello from Youth Group!  

Back to School = Midweek Mash!  

Starting this August, Wednesday nights just got 
WAY better!   Join us at the LIFE Center for 
Midweek Mash—an unforgettable mix of food, 
faith, and fun every week.  

Whether you’re a current youth or a Youth Group 
alumn, you won’t want to miss the energy, the 
laughter, and the chance to reconnect. Don’t sit 
this one out—everyone will be talking about it, 
and the only thing missing could be YOU.             

 Check the calendar for dates and times—we’ll 
see you there! 

Also in August, we plan to continue our Mission 
work locally for those who are hungry. We will be 
gathering food from local farms, partnering with 
HACAP. If you are interested in helping with this 
mission effort, please let Angie know! 
  
Thanks to all who donate the redeemable cans 
and bottles to Youth Group!  So far over the 
summer, we have redeemed $201.60, and we are 
grateful to all of the donors!  We will continue to 
collect these throughout the year. Donations can 
be brought to church and left in the Youth Room, 
or call Angie for pick up or delivery. 
 
Please let me know if there are any questions 
about youth programming, and thank you for 
your prayers and continued support!  
 
Blessings~   
Angie Zahradnik Ehle 
 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH SCHEDULE: AUGUST 2025 

Sunday, August 3rd:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Youth Group 
 
Wednesday, August 6th:  
6:30 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center 
 
Sunday, August 10th: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Youth Group 
 
Wednesday, August 13th:  
6:30 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center 
 
Sunday, August 17th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Youth Group 
   
Wednesday, August 20th:  
6:30 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center 
 
Sunday, August 24th: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Youth Group 
 
Wednesday, August 27th:  
6:30 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center 
 
Sunday, August 31st: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Youth Group 

 
Youth smile during a mission project. 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,  
August 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  

 
 
 
 
  

 2 
  
 
 

 3 Food Bank Sunday 
    Rev. Howard Chapman 
  9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Fellowship 
  
 

 4 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 

 5 
 
 

 6 
  
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
  

 7 
 
  
 

 8 
 
  
 

 9 
 
 

10 Rev. Howard Chapman 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
  
 

 11 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 

 12 
 
  
 

 13 
 
 11:30 Chair Yoga  
  

 14 
 
   

 15 
 
  
 
 

 16 
 
 6:00 Card Club 

 17 Pastor Julie Welcome  
      Back 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 

 18 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 

 19 
 
  
  
  

 20 
  
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
  
  

 21 
 
 6:30 Session Meeting 
   
 
   
  

 22 
 
   
 

 23 

 
  
 

 24 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 
  

 25 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 

 26 
 
 6:00 LMNOP 

 27 
  
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 

 28  29  30 

 31 Noisy Can Offering 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 
 

      



  

  

 
 
 
 

11100 Spanish Road 
Ely, Iowa 52227 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


