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FROM THE PASTOR

For the Advent Festival on December 1, we will
share a wonderful soup and bread potluck. It is
the kickoff to the church season of Advent—
anticipation, preparation, hope in the coming
Messiah.

The theme of the festival is “Calling All Angels.”
For Advent, we will look to Zechariah, Mary,
Joseph, the Shepherds, Jesus, and the Magi for
their experiences of angels.

Angels are part of many of our Bible stories from
the beginning of the Old Testament until
Revelation, the last book of the New Testament.
They have different roles, personalities, and some
named by name.

Let us examine closely this year how we see,
celebrate, and appreciate angels of long ago, and
angels around us.

May you be blessed this season as you find a
deeper sense of angelic hope within your heart,
and an angelic song in your life.

We will close out the Christmas season on
January 5, 2025 with the sharing of Holy
Communion on Epiphany Sunday. Epiphany is the
sharing of the light in the world as the Magi
followed the star and the inner voice within them
bringing them to Jesus. They brought their gifts of
frankincense, gold, and myrrh—all renowned for
their monetary value and their life sustaining
properties. Frankincense was in the temple and
for medicinal value. Gold for sustenance of a poor
itinerant family of Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus.
Myrrh as a tree resin used for burial and

medicinal reasons. Odd gifts for modern
understanding, but beneficial ones for ancient
times.

Let us sing with the angels and run with the
shepherds and bow the Magi at the wonderment
of the Emmanuel—God with us.

In Christ,
Pastor Julie

ADVENT DAILY DEVOTIONALS

A variety of Advent Daily Devotionals are free at
the church in a basket at the kitchen window. And
remember the food pantry “Countdown to
Christmas” collection continues in December.

CHRISTMAS EVE OPEN HOUSE

& After the worship service concludes on
2% Christmas Eve, you are invited to
refreshments and fellowship at the
Manse.

ADVENT FESTIVAL

Join us on Sunday, December 1

for the first Sunday of Advent, -i
followed by the Advent Festival A
and our traditional soup and bread potluck. Bring

soup and bread to share.

LADIES’ AND MEN’S NIGHT OUT

Our January Ladies’ & Men’s Night Out location
will be at Barrel House. The address is 295 Tower
Terrace Rd. in Marion. This is scheduled for
January 21st at 6:00 pm. As the time gets closer,
you can let Dawn Zacek know if you’re able to
attend. See you there!
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL IN
DECEMBER/JANUARY

LIFE! Living In Faith

December 1: Advent Festival and Potluck (soup and
bread)

December 8, 15, 22 we will continue the Advent study
“Calling All Angels” in the church living room at 11:00-
11:45a.m.

December 29: No adult Sunday School.
January 5: taking down Christmas decorations.
January 12 and 19: TBD

January 26: Annual Congregation meeting and potluck

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Morning Bible Study is working on First
and Second Peter 9:30 a.m. December 4 and 11. Then,
on December 18, having a Christmas tea.

The Christmas Tea will include a cookie exchange
(bring one dozen to exchange) and all are invited to
attend.

WORSHIP § PROGRAM

DECEMBER & JANUARY WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

DECEMBER 1, FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND HOLY
COMMUNION: ZECHARIAH'S ANGEL, LUKE 1:5-2:5
Liturgist: Candle Lighters
Ushers: Jim & Judy Serbousek
Greeters: Rachelle Mineck

DECEMBER 8, 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT: MARY’S ANGEL, LUKE
1:26-38, 46-55

Liturgist: Candle Lighters
Ushers: TBD
Greeters: Becky & Ted Grenis

DECEMBER 15, 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT: JOSEPH’S ANGEL,
MATTHEW 1:18-25

Liturgist: Candle Lighters
Ushers: Bonnie Fencl & Betty Buresh
Greeters: Tedrow Family

DECEMBER 22, 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: SHEPHERDS” ANGELS,
LUKE 2:1-20

Liturgist: Candle Lighters

Ushers: TBD

Greeters: Ben Mineck

DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE WITH HOLY COMMUNION,
7:00: HOLY FAMILY’S ANGEL, MATTHEW 2:13-15
Liturgist: Candle Lighters
Ushers: Ehle Family
Greeters: Zacek Family

DECEMBER 29: THE LIFE IN LIFE, JOHN 1:1-18
Liturgist: Sarah Harris
Ushers: Bob & Carol Andrle
Greeters: Darrell & Janet Benish

JANUARY 5, EPIPHANY AND HOLY COMMUNION: MAJI'S
DREAM: MATTHEW 2
Liturgist: Diane Reist
Ushers: Bob & Jean Kolek
Greeters: Bill & Penny Serbousek

5959 | (&sde: JANUARY 12: JESUS' ANGEL, MATTHEW
77 7 A NN

N = . 4
WHJWWM Liturgist: Barb Horak

s LN Ushers: TBD
Greeters: Zacek Family

JANUARY 19: THE UNUSED GIFT, TITuSs 2:11-14
Liturgist: Jim Serbousek
Ushers: Phil & Misti Huedepohl
Greeters: Manders Family

JANUARY 26: CHRISTIANITY FOR 2025, COLOSSIANS 3:12-17
Liturgist: Jeff Reist
Ushers: Blake & Victoria Kilberger
Greeters: Ehle Family

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS

If you would be interested in serving
as an Advent Candle Lighter, please
let Stephanie or Pastor Julie know.
Sundays in Advent are December 1,
8,15, 22 and 24.
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CHURCH BUSINESS

SALT SHAKER UPDATE

Beginning February 2025, the monthly Salt Shaker will
move to digital distribution by email and will be
available on the website. Paper copies will be available
at church. If you need to continue receiving the Salt
Shaker by mail, please contact the church office.

CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS

Did you know you can make donations to the church
online through Give+? Use the QR code or click on the
“Give Now” button at elypres.org.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

As of November 18, 2024 with October actuals in, we
are forecasting a shortfall of about $4,800. This
assumes November and December non-pledged
donations are the same as last year and all pledges
come in. The 2024 forecasted total income is
$183,430 and the forecasted total expense is
$188,230. Church members who contribute non-
pledged offering are encouraged to donate as soon as
possible as Session will begin 2025 budgeting planning
in November. We currently have 177 members.

Account Comments (as of 31-Oct-2024)
1105 - ending month balance of $(1,742.09)
General Fund
4110 - 91.9% of budget (YTD actuals of
Regular $89,794.46 on a budget of $97,750.00)
Offering -
Pledged
4116 - 54.4% of budget (YTD actuals of
Regular $35,299.62 on a budget of $64,887.95)
Offering -
Non-Pledged
Total Income | 77.2% of budget (YTD actuals of
$149,575.45 on a budget
of $193,834.75)
Total Expense | 81.3% of budget (YTD actuals of
$157,631.66 on a budget
of $193,834.75)

ANNUAL REPORT

Please have all individual reports for the Annual
Report to Stephanie no later than January 12.

GIVING TREE

On the lower level at church
is the GIVING TREE which
has tags for mission and
church giving ideas for
Christmas. Some ideas
include:

Stamps

Grape juice and wine for Communion
Gift cards for Hy-Vee for communion
bread

Flavored creamers for refreshments
after worship

One Great Hour of Sharing
(commitments for Lent)

Operation Christmas Child: Shoebox Gifts
paper plates for Sunday goodies

goodies for after church worship

Christmas Joy Offering toilet paper
batteries AA, AAA, C, D Kleenex
youth group snacks coffee
paper coffee cups plastic forks
THANK YOU!!!

SESSION NOTES FROM

OCTOBER 2024 /

1. Membership as of September 30,
2024:182.

2. October Worship attendance in September (in
person/livestreaming online): 60.

3. Treasurer’s Report: There is a new email address
for the treasurer: ChurchTreasurer@ElyPres.org. A
new line account of 8110 has been added to the
2024 General Budget: Trash & Recycling as Wilson
Rubbish has closed.

4. L.I.F.E. Center update: Darin Foreman met with
Session with updates on construction and
budgeting. The construction expenditures are
below budget. Discussion concerning next areas o
included: the multi-purpose flooring choices,
maintenance, and cleaning; full hard surface of
the parking lot; Dedication date with formal
dedication/blessing sometime in Spring 2025.

5. Mission projects continue with collecting
medication pill bottles to recycle; and Holiday
Food Boxes for the Linn Community Food Bank.
Youth and family projects will focus on Operation
Christmas Child.
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6. Personnel annual reviews will be conducted in
November.

7. Property and Building Committee will be divided
into two groups lead by Larry Krohn for property
concerns and Fred Harris for building concerns.

8. Soup/Kolach Event Report: We had 5 Saturday
mornings of soup making with 22 people helping
and providing broth and chicken equaling 510+
quarts of soup. Then we had the Friday and
Saturday of kolach baking, again having 20+
helpers each day and 42 batches of dough to
make the 260+ dozen kolaches. About 170
pounds of delicious fillings were used. We did not
have a Country Store as usual — but a modified
Store which is still ongoing for Mission and Youth
income. Phil provided October 19 totals:
Kolach/Soup raised $8,887.73; donations in the
amount of $510; Country Store so far raised $381.
$9,778.73 total. These numbers do not reflect any
expenses incurred.

L.I.LF.E. CENTER UPDATE

As of November 22, 2024 the shell of the building is
secure for winter. The electric, gas and water are
turned on. The handicap parking spots are poured and
painted. The sidewalk is in. The next projects will be
the multi-purpose floor and basketball hoops
installed. The donations for the construction have
been coming in to end the construction phase well.

The cost of the multi-purpose floor, basketball hoops,
volleyball inserts and equipment, and wall mats will be
$91,000. With the construction cost kept under
budget, a good part of this next stage costs will be
covered by remaining construction donations. If you
would like to contribute to these, please let Judy
Serbousek know. If you would like to wait to hear
where the construction total lands, those figures
should be available in January.

Additional finishes will include hard surface floor
cleaning machine, refrigerator, microwave, furniture,
tables, chairs, and carts, TV, security equipment, mats
for doorways. In the spring we hope to hard surface
the main parking area.

The Dedication and Blessing is scheduled for April 6,
2025 after worship.

Thanks be to God as we move forward with
recreational ministries and community involvement in
the re-creation of the barn. Praise be to the Lord!
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Hello from Youth Group!

In November, Youth:

e practiced gratitude with a Thankfulness Journal -
Jotting down a few things each day that they are
thankful for.

e packed boxes for Operation Christmas Child. As of
the writing of this report, we do not have the total
boxes sent, but will share this in February’s
newsletter. BIG THANKS to all who helped with
items for the children’s shoe boxes and also those
who helped with funds for the postage!

¢ hosted the Senior Thanksgiving Meal on Saturday,
November 16th. Twenty-four in-person guests
were served a Thanksgiving meal complete with
Turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy, stuffing,
cranberry sauce, rohlicky and more - all homemade
by the youth (with adult guidance.) Ten meals
were also taken out to those who could not attend
in person. BIG THANKS TO ALL the adults who came
to help with this fun and delicious event!

In December, Youth will start an advent study, as well
as attend the For King and Country Drummer Boy
Movie. Youth will have a Christmas Party complete
with gift exchange on 12/15.

Youth are taking orders for poinsettias to decorate the
sanctuary for Christmas Eve services. Your order can
be made in Honor of, or in Memory Of a loved

one. Please see the enclosed flier or any bulletin; Cost
is $20 per plant, ORDERS ARE DUE December 8th.

In January, weather permitting, Youth will have two
outings, one to a trampoline park, and one sledding,
(with Ice Skating as a backup plan)!

Thanks to all who donate the redeemable cans and
bottles to Youth Group! We will continue to collect
these throughout the remainder of the

year. Donations can be brought to church and left in
the Youth Room, or call Angie for pick up or delivery.

Please let me know if there are any questions about
youth programming, and thank you for your continued
support!

Blessings™
Angie Zahradnik Ehle

Youth Schedule:
December 2024 & January
2025

Sunday, December 1st: FIRST
SUNDAY IN ADVENT

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Advent Festival

12:00 p.m. Soup and Bread Potluck

§20p..

Saturday, December 7th:
7:00 p.m. For King and Country Movie

Sunday, December 8th: SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT;
Poinsettia Orders Due

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School/ YG

Sunday, December 15th: THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School

4:00 p.m. Christmas Party, Place TBA

December 20-22: Bear Creek Winter Camp

Sunday, December 22nd: FOURTH SUNDAY IN
ADVENT

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School/ YG

Sunday, December 29th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School TBA

Sunday, January 5th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School/ YG

Sunday, January 12th:

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School/ YG

12:00 p.m. Lunch and trampoline park outing

Sunday, January 19th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School/ YG

Sunday, January 26th:

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School/ YG

12:00 p.m. Lunch and Sledding / Ice Skating

SAVE THE DATE: July 27-31st Presbyterian Youth
Triennium 2025 in Louisville, KY

November 2024, Page 5



First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,

Poinsettia Orders Due
9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour
10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Sunday School
11:00 LIFE Sunday School

10:00 Chair Yoga

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga

5:30 Handbell Practice
7:00 Chancel Choir

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

December 2024
wor wed |t e se
1 Food Pantry Sunday 2 3 4 5 6 7
1st Sunday of Advent ) 9:30 Bible Study
9:30 Worship with LS 10:00 Chair Yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours 11 34 cair yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours | 9:00-12:00 Office Hours
10:30 Coffee Hour 5:30 Handbell Practice 7:00 YG Movie
10:30 Advent Festival w/ 7:00 Chancel Choir
Soup & Bread Potluck
8 2n Sunday of Advent |9 10 11 12 13 14

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

15 3rd Sunday of Advent
9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour

10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Sunday School
11:00 LIFE Sunday School
4:00 YG Christmas Party

16

10:00 Chair Yoga

17

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

18

9:30 Bible Study Tea
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

19

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:30 Session Meeting

20 Winter Camp

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

21 Winter Camp

5:30 Potluck & Card Cub

22 4th Sunday of Advent
9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour

10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Sunday School
11:00 LIFE Sunday School

23

10:00 Chair Yoga

24 Christmas Eve

7:00 Candlelight Worship

25 Christmas Day

26

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

27

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

28

29

9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour
10:30 Youth Group SS

30

10:00 Chair Yoga

31 New Year’s Eve

9:00-12:00 Office Hours
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,

Mon

January 2025

Wed

) I TR

1 New Year’s Day 2 3 4
9:00-12:00 Office Hours | 9:00-12:00 Office Hours
5 Food Pantry Sunday 6 7 8 9 10 11
Epiphany/Star Sunday 9:30 Bible Study
9:30 Worship with LS 10:00 Chair Yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours | 11:30 Chair Yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours | 9:00-12:00 Office Hours
10:30 Coffee Hour 5:30 Handbell Practice
10:30 Youth Group SS 7:00 Chancel Choir
10:45 Sunday School
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour

10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Sunday School
11:00 LIFE Sunday School
12:00 YG Trampoline Park

10:00 Chair Yoga

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:30 Session Meeting

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

5:30 Potluck & Card Cub

19 Annual Report
Deadline

9:30 Worship with LS

10:30 Coffee Hour

10:30 Youth Group SS

10:45 Sunday School

11:00 LIFE Sunday School

20 Newsletter Deadline

10:00 Chair Yoga

21

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:00 Ladies’ & Men'’s
Night out

22

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

23

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

24

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

25

26

9:30 Worship with LS

10:30 Annual Meeting &
Potluck

10:30 Youth Group SS

12:00 YG Sledding

27

10:00 Chair Yoga

28

9:00-12:00 Office Hours
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

29

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

30

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

31

9:00-12:00 Office Hours
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May the spirit of
Christmas enter your

home and your heart.

%  The church family invites you to the
] peaceful country church to celebrate the
birth of Christ.

Christmas Eve, December 24 at 7:00 p.m.
Worship, Holy Communion, & Candle lighting




