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February 2025

FROM THE PASTOR

As we begin second semester, leaders at church
have carefully crafted opportunities to learn,
grow, and connect with one another at church.

Our children’s Sunday School class is small and
thriving under the care and teaching of Nora
Fetter. They meet each Sunday in their classroom
for activities, lessons and games.

Our youth class meets on the upper level in the
youth room for grades 6-12. They are planning for
Souper Bowl of Caring and Scout Sunday this
winter.

Wednesday morning Bible study connects
scriptures with modern life. It meets at 9:30 a.m.
and begins with snacks. Yum! In February we will
be studying the New Testament book of James.

Adult Sunday School class meets seasonally
(Advent and Lent) and schedules speakers when
possible.

And finally, multi-generational Sunday School
involves everyone together. That’s the beauty of
it—fun and learning together. Consider attending

and inviting someone else to:
k .

February 9: “God’s Love is
Like a Box of Chocolates”

March 16: “Tending to God’s
Garden”

April 9: Lenten pretzel making

In Christ,
Pastor Julie

FAITH DEVELOPMENT
MULTI-GENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL

Come one, come all, come join in the fun and
learning. Our multi-generational learning events
for this year will continue in the Fellowship Hall
after worship around 10:45 with:

February 9: "God's Love is Like a Box of
Chocolates" - Have fun making your own
chocolate candies and eating a few, while filling a
Heart Shaped Valentine of Candies.

We will share a few of God's words on Love.
March 2: Masopust Sunday

March 16: "Tending to God's Garden" - Do you
have any of your garden plants started yet? Get
your hands dirty and get some seeds started
during this time while we learn more about
stewardship and growing our faith.

April 13: "Lenten Pretzel Making" - Do you know
why Pretzels have a special meaning during

Lent? Come join in the fun of making

and eating fresh baked pretzels and learn why we
associate pretzels with Lent.
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WORSHIP § PROGRAM
FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

February2  Luke 2:22-40, Simeon and Anna
Liturgist: Janet Holland
Ushers: Diane & Jeff Reist
Greeters: Rachelle Mineck

February9  Luke 2:41-52, OH! To Be 12 Years
Old Again...
Souper Bowl of Caring

Liturgist: Barb Horak
Ushers: Fred & Sarah Harris
Greeters: Larry & Becky Modracek

February 16 Luke 4:16-30, This Scripture Has
Been Fulfilled
Liturgist: Diane Reist
Ushers: Bob & Jean Kolek
Greeters: Craig & Becky Andrle family

February 23 Luke 5:1-11, Volunteers Needed or
Not Needed?
Liturgist: Jeff Reist
Ushers: Theresa & Jim Grieder
Greeters: Rachelle Mineck

March 2 Luke 6:17-26, Strength in
Vulnerability
Mardi Gras Sunday

Ash Wednesday, March 5, 7:00 p.m. service

WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS

Be sure to sign up for worship assignments on the
clipboard being circulated in church or through
the link located at elypres.org.

SCOUT SUNDAY

Join us on Sunday, March 30 for Scout Sunday.
Boy and Girl Scouts will join us for worship and
fellowship.

CHURCH BUSINESS
CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS

Did you know you can make donations
to the church online through Give+?
Use the QR code or click on the “Give
Now” button at elypres.org.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

As of 31-Dec-2024 (100% of the way through the
year).

- 2024 Fiscal Year ended with a shortage (or net loss)
of $3,978, which is about the amount that was
previously forecasted.

- The General Fund balance started the year at $5,798
and ended at $1,820.

Our church has 177 members.

Account Comments (as of 12-Jan-2025)

1105 - ending month balance of $1,820.04

General Fund

4110 - 100.4% of budget (YTD actuals of

Regular $98,174.46 on a budget of $97,750.00)

Offering -

Pledged

4116 - 79.8% of budget (YTD actuals of

Regular $51,805.67 on a budget of $64,887.95)

Offering -

Non-Pledged

Total Income | 95.3% of budget (YTD actuals of
$184,646.18 on a budget of
$193,834.75)

Total Expense | 97.3% of budget (YTD actuals of
$188,624.20 on a budget of
$193,834.75)

SALT SHAKER UPDATE

The monthly Salt Shaker is now digital! The monthly
newsletter is now distributed by email and available
on the church website. Paper copies are available at
church. If you need to continue receiving the Salt
Shaker by mail, please contact the church office.
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SESSION NOTES FROM

JANUARY 16, 2025 /

Combined Session of Elders and

Board of Deacons meeting as required by PCUSA
Book of Order. Business conducted focused on
the church emergency procedures and the officer
responsibilities.

Session meeting:

1. December Sunday worship attendance
average: 58
Church membership: 182. Janice Horak
transferred out of membership. Ava
Andrle, Ella Andrle, Becky Andrle, and
Janet Holland transferred in to
membership.

2. Treasurer Report from Dan Chadima and
Theresa Harder. Appreciation and thanks
to Dan Chadima for eleven and a half
years of volunteer service as Church
Treasurer.

3. Annual Funds Report by Phil Huedepohl.
We currently have $174,083.59 remaining
in the Building Expansion Account.

4. Standing Rules of the Church Funds
updated to send to the congregation at
the Annual Congregation Meeting.

5. Cemetery concern about downed tree
portion.

6. Education: Children’s Sunday School
continues with approximately 2-5 children
each Sunday. Multi-generational Sunday
School planned for February 9: “God’s
Love is Like a Box of Chocolates.” March
date TBD: “Tending to God’s Garden.”
April date TBD: Lenten pretzel making.

7. Fellowship: LMNOP (Ladies and Men’s
Night Out for Presbyterians moving to
fourth Tuesday of the month.

8. Miission: Ely Pres will be serving meals at
Green Square Park (not cooking) one day
per month May — August.

9. Personnel: Musician substitutions have
been arranged in January due to health
issues for the organist.

10. Property: The boiler was inspected, and
three-year maintenance checkup from
Colony. Church chlorinator replaced.

11. Communion dates approved for 2025: Feb
2, March 9, April 17, April 20, June 8, July
27, Sept 7, Oct 5, Nov 30, Dec 24, Jan 4,
2026.

LIFE CENTER DEDICATION

Join us on Sunday, April 6 at 11:00 a.m. for the
LIFE Center dedication. A short celebration is
planned for afterward. Look for more info in
following Salt Shakers.

THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who donated supplies that
were requested on the Giving Tree. Please feel
free to donate throughout the year!

FELLOWSHIP
FEBRUARY BOOK EXCHANGE

Do you have books, CDs, puzzles, or magazines
that you would like to recycle? Please bring items
to the church during the month of February. You
can exchange for something new — or donate for
something taken. On February 23, all will be taken
to Half Price Books. This is the perfect way to
declutter, or find new reading, with proceeds
going to a Mission effort. Be sure to check our
tables near the elevator every week for surprises.

Joanne Chadima

LMNOP (LADIES’ AND MEN’S NIGHT

OUT for PRESBYTERIANS)

Our January LMNOP will be held Tuesday,
February 25 at 6:00 at The Edison, 475 Northland
Ave NE, Cedar Rapids. As the time gets closer, you
can let Dawn Zacek know if you're able to attend.
See you there!
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Chancel Choir performs during worship.

COMMUNITY § OUTREACH

BEST WISHES FROM POLICKA FROM
JAN DUS

It has been thirty-five years now since we gained
our freedom from communist regime.

Thirty-five years ago!

It was definitely the most exciting political
moment of our lives.

The anniversary makes us contemplate
everything that freedom gave us.

All the opportunities, joys, adventures...
We are realizing how much we received...
Thanks to the gift of freedom, we have met you...

We appreciate the gift of freedom!
With best wishes for the year 2025,

Jan and Anna
Rev. Jan’s Geneological and Travel Services
Policka, Czech Replubic

The Christmas band performs during worship on December 29.
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VIOLA ZAHRADNIK
Viola R. Zahradnik, 95, of
Ely, lowa, passed away
peacefully on Monday,
January 27, 2025. The
family will host a memorial
. service starting at 10:30
. a.m. February 17, 2025, at
‘i ; First Presbyterian Church,
11100 Spanish Road, Ely. Private inurnment will
take place at Rogers Grove Cemetery in Ely at a
later date.

Viola was born on January 31, 1929, in Cedar
Rapids, lowa, to William and Olga (Dobrovsky)
Faltis. A graduate of Woodrow Wilson High
School’s Class of 1946, she was a proud member
of the choir and a contributor to the school
newspaper. During her youth, Viola was a
member of the College Chickadee’s 4-H Club and
cultivated a “Victory Garden” to support the war
effort. Her dedication and skill were recognized
when she earned a Blue Ribbon and a watch in a
local Sears canning contest.

On September 22, 1948, Viola married Lumir
Zahradnik at Hus Memorial Presbyterian Church
in Cedar Rapids. Together, they worked the farm,
with Viola milking cows alongside her husband.
Her professional career began at Interocean
Reinsurance Company, where she worked from
1946 to 1948. She then held roles at True Value
Hardware, her sister’s business, Novotny Flower
Shop, and Bezdek Flower Shop in Marion,
eventually managing Bezdek’s Edgewood Road
location.

Active in her community, Viola was a member of
several organizations, including the Homemakers
Club, the Ely Rebekah Lodge #56, the Western
Bohemian Fraternal Association, and the Ely Town
& Country Social Group. She proudly marched in
parades with the ZCBJ Drill Team and was a
devoted member of First Presbyterian Church in
Ely. Viola also brought her creative touch to the
city markets, where she delighted customers with

her homemade cookies, breads, and crafts. In her
free time, she enjoyed gathering with neighbors
for lively card games, especially Pinochle.

Survivors include her children, Ron (Sandi)
Zahradnik of Ely, and Larry Zahradnik of Fallbrook,
California; grandchildren, Jared (Stacey) Kvapil,
Ryan (Kelly) Zahradnik, Brandon Zahradnik, Daniel
(Lucy) Zahradnik, Gayla (Eddie) Johnston, and
Gloria Zahradnik; and nine great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents,
William and Olga Faltis; husband, Lumir
Zahradnik; daughter, Linda (Dave) Kvapil; brother,
William (Helen) Faltis; and sister, Mae (Frank)
Novotny.

The family would like to extend a special thank
you to UnityPoint Homecare, UnityPoint Hospice,
and The Gardens of Cedar Rapids for the
compassionate and loving
care provided.

A service will be held for
Viola on Monday,
February 17 at 10:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian
Church near Ely.
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Hello from Youth Group!

In Late November, Youth packed and shipped 55
Operation Christmas Child boxes. Thanks to all who
contributed to this mission effort with boxes,
wrapping paper, gifts and other shoebox items, and
help with postage.

We are so grateful for the Advent festival in
December - don't we always have the best crafts
and soups?!? Thanks to Diane and Jeff R for the
Angel ornament crafts and for all who participated
in this special start to Advent.

During December, Youth worked through an age
level Advent Study called “It's About Time.” Many
attended the For King and Country “Drummer Boy”
movie. Youth had a Christmas Party complete with
gift exchange and escape room activity. Youth also
participated in the life of the church playing
Christmas Music with the Band. We are grateful for
the opportunity to share in worship in this way!

BIG Thank You to all who ordered poinsettias to
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve services,
and to many who took these flowers to our church
friends who are homebound or not able to join us in
worship.

In January, Youth had two outings, one to a
trampoline park, and the other will likely be Ice
Skating based on our weather forecast. (We cannot
seem to find a Sunday with appropriate sledding
weather!)

In February, Youth will be leading a couple Mission
Projects, and we hope you will join us in these
efforts. The First Sunday in February, we will be
crafting homemade Valentines for Veterans. All
materials will be supplied - just bring your creativity
and have some fun crafting cards to share with
Military Veterans at the VA Hospital!

The second Sunday in February is Souper Bowl
Sunday! We will be sharing about how local
organizations are helping those who suffer from
hunger, and asking for your help supporting hunger
relief financially (and with cans of food)! See our
financial support goal and “cans” goals on the Youth

Bulletin Board at church and in the
announcements!

Also on February’s schedule towards the end of the
month, Youth will have lunch together and go
bowling! All are encouraged to bring a friend to all
youth events!

Coming Soon: Jazz Sunday Pancake

Breakfast! Youth will be flipping pancakes for you
and serving up some delicious breakfast

food! Please plan to join us on March 2nd at 8am!

Thanks to all who donate the redeemable cans and
bottles to Youth Group! We will continue to collect
these throughout the remainder of the year.
Donations can be brought to church and left in the
Youth Room, or call Angie for pick up or delivery.

Please let me know if there are any questions about
youth programming, and thank you for your
continued support!

Blessings™
Angie Zahradnik Ehle

Youth Schedule: February 2025

Sunday, February 2nd:

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School /

Valentines for Veterans Card Making Day

Sunday, February 9th: SOUPER BOWL Sunday
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School/Youth Group

Sunday, February 16th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School/Youth Group

Sunday, February 23rd:

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School

11:30 a.m. Youth Group Lunch and Bowling

Sunday, March 2nd: Jazz Sunday Pancake Breakfast
6:30 a.m. Youth arrive at church to cook pancakes,
eggs, sausage, etc.

8:00 a.m. Pancakes are served!

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School/Youth Group

SAVE THE DATE: July 27-31st Presbyterian Youth
Triennium 2025 in Louisville, KY
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,

9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour
10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Intergenerational
Sunday School

10:00 Chair Yoga

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

February 2025
s | mon | Tue | wed | Th | st

1

2 Food Pantry Sunday 3 4 5 6 7 8

Book Exchange Begins 9:30 Bible Study

9:30 Worship with LS 10:00 Chair Yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours | 11:30 Chair Yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours | 9:00-12:00 Office Hours

10:30 Coffee Hour 5:30 Handbell Practice

10:30 Youth Group SS 7:00 Chancel Choir

10:45 Sunday School

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

5:30 Potluck & Card Cub

16

9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour
10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Sunday School
11:30 Lunch & Bowling

17

10:30 Viola Z Funeral

18

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

19

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

20 Newsletter Deadline

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:30 Session Meeting

21

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

22

23 Book Exchange Ends
9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour
10:30 Youth Group SS
10:45 Sunday School

24

10:00 Chair Yoga

25

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:00 LMNOP

26

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

27

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

28

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

SAVE the
DATE

March 2, Mardi Gras/Jazz Sunday, Pancake Breakfast
March 30, Scout Sunday
April 6, LIFE Center ribbon cutting
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