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 The Salt Shaker 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEAR ELY       

11100 Spanish Road, Ely, Iowa 52227 
www.elypres.org and on Facebook 
319-848-4624 office@elypres.org 

 

 

July & August 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

BUILDING EXPANSION UPDATE 
Follow up from June 11, 2023 Q&A. Presented 
information at the meeting was from June 
newsletter. Additional questions asked: 

1. What difference will the ceiling height 
make for cost (24 compared to 22)? That 
is unknown at this time. 

2. What perimeter size is necessary for 
basketball court? Three feet minimum. 
Best is 10 feet perimeter. 

3. How will the kitchen size be reduced? 
Likely from full kitchen (18x24) to 
kitchenette area with counter, sink, fridge 
(8x12) 

4. Will the gravel road be paved? The status 
of the road surface depends on usage—
the more usage, the higher level of service 
(from dirt to gravel to road treatment to 
chip and seal to asphalt to paved) 

5. Can a converted machine shed be used? 
Kind of. That will be the shell and the 
finishings will have to be up to commercial 
usage standard. 

6. What expenses are projected for 
additional space? See chart from 2020 
proposal which is based on approximately 
6,300 square feet. Current financial 
capabilities are around 5,100 square feet 
(3,936 multi-purpose space [48x82] and 
1,152 front [48x24] for entry lobby, 
storage, 2 bathrooms, kitchenette, and 
utilities.) 

7. What will be the cost of insurance 
increase? See chart below. Approximately 
$2,500 additional per year. 

8. What builders are being looked at? 
Morton (with current estimates of $250 
per square foot) and Amish builder. 

 

RIVERBOTTOM RAMBLERS  
The Riverbottom Ramblers will lead worship 
August 20 at 9:30 a.m. Invite a friend or neighbor 
for a morning of bluegrass, gospel, and country 
music. Check them out on their Facebook page. 

 

 

  



  

July & August 2023, Page 2 

WORSHIP & PROGRAM 

JULY - AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
July 2: Patriotic Sunday, Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
Liturgist: Misti Huedepohl 
Ushers: Ehle Family 
Greeters: Karen Zacek 

July 9: Spiritual Health, Romans 7:15-25a 
Liturgist: Joanne Chadima 
Ushers: Eadie Family 
Greeters: Lindemann Family 

July 16: On Your Edge Ministry, Isaiah 55:10-13 
Liturgist: Stephanie Buonadonna 
Ushers: Matt Zacek Family 
Greeters: George & Joanne Chadima 

July 23: Superman, Genesis 28:10-19a 
Liturgist: Bob Zvacek 
Ushers: Ehle Family 
Greeters: Janelle Benish 

July 30: What’s Heaven Like? Matthew 13:31-33,  
44-52 

Liturgist: Theresa Harder 
Ushers: Bryan & Elaine Bailey 
Greeters: Phil & Misti Huedepohl 

August 6: What’s for Lunch? Matthew 14:13-21.  
Holy Communion 

Liturgist: Glenn Modracek 
Ushers: TBD 
Greeters: Harder Family 

August 13: Sinking the Ship, Matthew 14:22-33 
Liturgist: Dorothy Ditch 
Ushers: Dave & Chris Faltis 
Greeters: Bonnie Fencl & Betty Buresh 

August 20: Riverbottom Ramblers 
Liturgist: Becky Grenis 
Ushers: Marlene Tiernan & Jennie Netolicky 
Greeters: Dorothy Ditch 

August 27: Defiance, Exodus 1:8–2:10. Campout  
weekend. Backpack tag & blessing 

Liturgist: Joanne Chadima 
Ushers: Ehle Family 
Greeters: Bryan & Elaine Bailey 

September 3: Labor Day Sunday, Outdoor  
worship 

Liturgist: Rachel Manders 
Ushers: Jeff & Diane Reist 
Greeters: Dick & Zelda Sherman 

September 10: Holy Communion 
Liturgist: Theresa Harder 
Ushers: Manders Family 
Greeters: Janelle Benish 

JOIN CHOIR AND HANDBELLS 
Did you know we have a third octave of 
handbells? With two to three more ringers we 
could expand our offerings to include 3 octave 
arrangements, which would dramatically increase 
the library of music available to us.  

Additionally, the choir is always in need of more 
voices. We would love to have you join us this fall. 

Keep an eye on future Salt Shakers for 
information about the fall start date. 

SUMMER MUSICIANS WANTED! 
We would love to fill the sanctuary with music 
and other special offerings throughout the 
summer months. Please let Stephanie or Sharon 
know if you would like to offer your talents this 
summer.  

SHARE FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
There are so many 
beautiful flowers 
blooming most of the year 
– please feel free to bring 
a bouquet for our altar. It 
can be one special 
blossom or a mixed 
bouquet. It’s fun to share 
the beauty.  
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
All families and their friends: 
family camp out in the west grove 
at church, Saturday- Sunday, 
August 26, 6:00 p.m. campfire 
hotdogs and bring sides to share– 
August 27 with pancakes for breakfast. VBS 
program and games on Saturday evening. 
S’mores around 8:30 p.m. Camp out in tents, RVs, 
popups, etc. 

All ages! Programming for PreK-Grade 6 and 
Grade 7-12. Parent programming: campfire 
watch. 

ARE YOU CALLED to lead/teach? 
The Christian Education Committee is looking for 
a team of two committed adults to coordinate 
adult Sunday School for Fall 2023 - Spring 2024. 
Description: coordinate speakers, submit 
information for bulletin announcements and 
newsletters, lead a Bible study optional. Talk to 
Diane Reist or Pastor Julie. 
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FELLOWSHIP 

CHAIR YOGA  
At the end of class several weeks ago, one of the 
women said to me, “I don’t know why I don’t do 
yoga all the time; I feel so much better after class! 
I feel looser, and everything feels so much better. 
Anytime you have a class, I’ll be here!” 

The hymn, “Breathe on me, Breath of God,” has 
been on my mind lately. The words 
say, “Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with 
life anew, that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do.” 

We feel so much better because we concentrate 
on breathing in new life-giving air and exhaling 
carbon dioxide from our bodies. We begin the 
class focusing on our breath, drawing our 
attention inward while letting go of all the 
distractions and disturbing things we bring with 
us to class. We practice breathing all through the 
class. You may chuckle, but how often have you 
found yourself holding your breath while dealing 
with something difficult or exercising? 

While guiding us through a specific yoga 
technique, Julie Ellen often reminds us to keep 
breathing. Sometimes it’s just hard to do two 
things at once! As we bend, twist, and flex our 
bodies into different positions, we send the 
breath of God deep into those areas. When the 
desired technique is complex, Julie reminds us to 
do what we can; breathing is most important. 
With practice, flexibility will come. Joy, peace, 
and a new sense of calmness come with the 
progress made each week. 

We welcome you to come and give it a try 
Mondays at 10:00 a.m. and Wednesdays at 11:30 
a.m.  

Elder Marjorie Thirkettle, Ph.D. 

SNACKS FOR FELLOWSHIP 

Please consider donating snacks for fellowship 
time. Donations can be made in bulk and frozen 
for use throughout the year. Contact Bonnie Fencl 
with any questions.  

PIE FOR FATHER’S DAY 
Father’s Day was celebrated by serving pie after 
worship service. It was a hit with everyone! Thank 
you to all who provided pies and to the kitchen 
help for serving and cleaning up. We were even 
able to deliver to many who could not attend. 
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COMMUNITY AND OUTREACH  

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
The Session received the Scholarship 
Committee recommendations and approved the 
following scholarships: 

 The Pokorny Scholarship will be awarded 
to Sophia Chadima 

 The Wilma Carson Scholarship will be 
awarded to Hannah Zacek 

 The Motycka Scholarship will be awarded 
to: 

o  Sophia Chadima 
o  Makenna Eadie 
o  Faith Ehle 
o  Jack Manders 
o  Hannah Zacek 

We wish these students all the best! 

Following is Hannah Zacek’s winning Wilma 
Carson Scholarship essay, answering the 
question, “How will you take your faith with you 
and keep it alive while you are at college?” 

I intend to keep my faith alive at William Penn 
University which is affiliated with the Quakers. 
They believe that there is education for all, 
because there is value in everyone. William Penn 
has campus ministries; they help students explore 
their questions in faith and discover spiritual 
resources to help face life’s challenges. I plan to 
go to worship service on Thursdays with my 
roommate, Addison. They also travel to local 
churches and have weekend campus ministry 
retreats and international campus ministry 
groups. I intend on going to church every Sunday 
at First Presbyterian Church of Oskaloosa, if I am 
not cheering for a school sports team, I will 
devote part of my day and free time to talking to 
God and reading the bible. I would love to keep 
my faith alive while I am at college, hoping to find 
guidance and to be uplifted by the campus 
ministry. I hope to join a bible study group on 
campus and get myself involved in a community 
that will help me learn more about how I can 
keep my faith alive while I am at college. I will 
definitely stay in touch with my Youth Group 
leader, Angie Ehle at First Presbyterian Church 

near Ely, asking her any questions I have, and to 
reach out to her if I am struggling to keep going. I 
am really looking forward to going to college at a 
school that has a program for students who want 
to keep their faith alive while they are at school. I 
hope to learn new things and push myself to keep 
going even when things get hard. Believing that I 
can keep my faith alive during the school year will 
encourage me to continue moving forward with 
the goals I have and to get closer to God than I 
have been before.  

KOLACH KAMP 
There is some interest in having a Kolach Kamp in 
August. Details are being decided, but we did 
want to let people know that if you or anyone 
else is interested, please let Joanne C. know. 
Preliminary planning is to have the Kamp 
Saturday, August 12th.  

OUR ANNUAL SOUP SUPPER EVENT                                                          
OCTOBER 6 & 7, 2023 
This is a reminder to add the Annual Chicken 
Noodle Soup and Kolach Supper event to your 
calendar as we need every member of the church 
to help out. If you have any suggestions about the 
event this year, please let Joanne C. know. We 
will be deciding prices, flavors of kolaches, 
procedure (drive through), and Country Store 
ideas. We sure would like your input. Thank you! 
For more info, email 
JoanneChadima@outlook.com. 

IOWA ACCORDION BAND 
"Just for the Fun of It" 
Friday Night Concerts, 7:00- 8:00 p.m. at the 
Czech Village Kosek Bandstand, 60 16th Avenue 
Southwest, Cedar Rapids, IA, 52404 

Enjoy music from the 20’s, 30’s, 40’s and polkas. 

Don’t forget to bring your lawn chairs! 

July 7 & 21 and August 4 & 25.  
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IT’S CHERRY PICKING SEASON! 

 
Fred Harris picks cherries. 

 

Cherries ready to harvest. 

 
The final haul. 

HEALTH WARNING 
Be on the lookout for Wild Parsnip, which looks 
like Queen Anne’s Lace but it is toxic. There have 
been reports of severe reactions by people who 
came into contact with it. It’s believed it is 
maturing faster than usual due to the drought. 
Poison Ivy also appears to be on the rise.  
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Hello from Youth Group!  

Youth started June with a trip to the mini golf 
course! Daniel got the best overall score for the day, 
and Angie made a Hole-in-one! 

Also in June, Youth group went to Hamilton, Ohio 
on a work Mission Trip! We are working very hard: 
building a deck, taking down a rotted car port, 
building steps, painting, landscaping, cleaning up 
hoarded items, and sharing God’s Love through our 
work and play! The theme for the week is FORGED, 
and at the time I’m writing this newsletter, we have 
learned about how God uses our suffering to refine 
us and build character, see Romans 5:3-4!  

In July, we will be representing our Church in the Ely 
Parade, and some other fun adventures! Read more 
about Mission Trip and our other July and August 
activities in The September Newsletter! 

Youth group is seeking more adults who volunteer 
in the community to share with us about their 
experiences - what do you do, and why do you do 
it? How did you get involved? Do they allow youth 
volunteers? Please contact Angie to plan a date to 
share! 

Youth Group works on Operation Christmas Child 
boxes year round and November is getting closer 
and closer. If you have shoe boxes or leftover 
Christmas wrapping paper you no longer want to 
keep, we can use it to wrap boxes! If you have new 
school supplies, toys, sunglasses, bars of soap, 
toothbrushes and other items (see Youth Bulletin 
Board for ideas) feel free to drop all of these in the 
youth room, and THANK YOU for helping out with 
OCC! 

We will continue accepting redeemable cans and 
bottles from our church friends willing to donate; 
these funds help with activity costs. Your donated 
cans and bottles can be set inside the youth room 
door anytime, or call Angie for a pick up / drop off 
at my home. Thank you to all who are helping the 
youth in this way and recycling!  

Please let me know if there are any questions about 
youth programming, and thank you for your 
continued support!  

Blessings~  
Angie Zahradnik Ehle 
 
 
 
Youth Schedule: July - August 2023 

Sunday, July 2nd: Hope for the Hungry 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Tuesday, July 4th:  
5:00 p.m. Meet to decorate for Parade!  
6:00 p.m. 4th of July Parade! 

Sunday, July 9th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Sunday, July 16th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Sunday, July 23rd:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Sunday, July 30th: Noisy Can Sunday 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Sunday, August 6th: Hope for the Hungry 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Sunday, August 13th: Backpack Sunday?  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Sunday, August 20th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Sunday, August 27th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Sunday, September 3rd: Hope for the Hungry 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar 
July 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

 2 Food Pantry Sunday 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 6:00 Youth Group 

3 
10:00 Chair Yoga 

4  
 
 
 
 
6:00 Ely Parade 

5 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga  

6 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

7 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

8 

 9 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:45 Coffee Hour 
 6:00 Youth Group 

10 
10:00 Chair Yoga 

11 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

12 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 

13 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

14 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

15  

 16 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 6:00 Youth Group 
  

17 
10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 
  

18 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

19 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 
  

20 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
6:30 Session Meeting 

21 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
  

22 
 
 
 
  

 23 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:45 Coffee Hour 
 6:00 Youth Group  
  

24 
10:00 Chair Yoga 
 

25 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
6:30 Ladies’ Night Out 

26 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 

27 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

28 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

29 

30 Noisy Can Collection 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:45 Coffee Hour 
 6:00 Youth Group 

31 
10:00 Chair Yoga 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar 
August 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

 

2 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

4 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
 
 

5 

 6 Food Pantry Sunday 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
  

7 
10:00 Chair Yoga 

8 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours  

9 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga  

10 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

11 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

12 
 Kolach Kamp TBD 

 13 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:45 Coffee Hour 
 6:00 Youth Group 

14 
10:00 Chair Yoga 

15 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

16 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 

17 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
6:30 Session Meeting 

18 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

19  

 20 Riverbottom  
    Ramblers 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 
 Newsletter Deadline 
  

21 
10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 
  

22 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
6:30 Ladies’ Night Out 

23 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 
  

24 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

25 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
  

26 
6:00 Family Camp Out 
 
 
  

 27 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:45 Coffee Hour 
 6:00 Youth Group TBA 
  

28 
10:00 Chair Yoga 
 

29 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

30 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 

31 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
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