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PROPERTY UPDATE 
Church work day saw a lot of things get 
accomplished both inside and outside, but the 
new hard surface parking lot is the big one in 
process as of late May and will continue until 
early June before we can drive on it. It will be 
expanded to about twice the current size, and 
once lined, it will be much easier to know where 
to park and much easier to get to/from your 
vehicle. Parking will be limited to the grass only 
during construction and all will need to be careful 
where you drive. Access to the elevator will need 
to be done by way of the north driveway then 
step out at the sidewalk and make your way to 
the elevator, then park your car back in the north 
or west grass. 

 
Parking lot work outside the LIFE Center 

The south driveway is now the new spot where 
the dumpsters are located; and may be also used 
as another exit driveway for leaving the parking 
lot when all this is done.   

The new LIFE Center is open and ready for use, so 
come out, look around, and take a look at 

everything. New grass is growing well, 
landscaping started, old tree stumps removed, 
and new trees planted. A lot has happened this 
year at your church, so bring a friend along as a 
visitor and a possible new member. Larry Krohn 

 
Parking lot work outside the LIFE Center 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 
Caiden Buonadonna, graduate from Cedar Rapids 
George Washington High School, son of Thomas 
and Stephanie Buonadonna 

Grace Ehle, Certification as Spanish Healthcare 
Interpreter, daughter of Angie Zahradnik Ehle 

Annika Klemm, Bachelor of Arts in English and 
Creative Writing from the University of Iowa, 
daughter of Monica and Tom Klemm 

Jack Manders, degree in Outdoor Conservation 
from Mount Mercy University, son of Dan and 
Rachel Manders 

Xander Scaglione, Bachelor’s degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Iowa State, 
husband of Faith Scaglione 
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY  
Wednesday Bible Study will meet throughout the 
month of June, with some lessons being led by Rev. 
Melody Oltmann and some being led by RE Paul Penn.  

 
Church members pose for a photo following the May 25 service on 

Memorial Day Weekend. 

SABBATICAL COVERAGE 

Sabbatical 
2025 

Notes 

June 1 Rev. Melody Oltmann 
Session meeting after worship 
June 4 Bible study: Pastor Melody 

June 8 RE Paul Penn 
June 11 Wednesday Bible study: 
Psalm 23 
Office/visit: Paul June 4-28 

June 15, 
Fathers’ 
Day 

RE Paul Penn 
June 18 Wednesday Bible study: 
Psalm 23 

June 22 RE Paul Penn 
June 25 Wednesday Bible study: 
Psalm 23 

June 29 Rev. Melody Oltmann 
Noisy Can Sunday 
July 2 Bible study: Pastor Melody 
Office/visit: Pastor Melody: June 
28-July 5 

 

WORSHIP & PROGRAM 
JUNE WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
June 1 
Liturgist: Misti Huedepohl 
Ushers: Bob & Jean Kolek 
Greeters: Bonnie Fencl 

June 8     
Liturgist: Janet Holland 
Ushers: Nora Fetter  
Greeters: Bob & Carol Andrle     

June 15, Father’s Day 
Liturgist: Dawn Zacek 
Ushers: Tate & Beau Andrle  
Greeters: Nathan & Rachel Harder     

June 22 
Liturgist: Tate Andrle  
Ushers:  
Greeters: Janet Holland     

June 29 
Liturgist: Becky Grenis  
Ushers: Larry & Theresa Harder 
Greeters: Andrle Family 

SALT SHAKER UPDATE 
The monthly Salt Shaker is now digital! The 
monthly newsletter is now distributed primarily 
by email and available on the church website. 
Paper copies are available at church. PLEASE 
NOTE: If you need to continue receiving the Salt 
Shaker by mail, please contact the church office.  

FELLOWSHIP 
LMNOP (LADIES’ AND MEN’S NIGHT 
OUT for PRESBYTERIANS) 
Our May LMNOP will be held Tuesday, June 24 at 
6:00 at 16th Avenue Grill, 3130 16th Ave SW in 
Cedar Rapids. As the time gets closer, you can let 
Dawn Zacek know if you’re able to attend. See 
you there! 
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CHURCH BUSINESS 

CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS 
Did you know you can make 
donations to the church online 
through Give+? Use the QR code or 
click on the “Give Now” button at 
elypres.org. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
As of 30-Apr-2025 (33% of the way through the 
year) 

 The General Fund imbalance continues to 
grow through the month of April.  This is 
partially due to pulling some expenses 
in earlier than normal.   

o The primary issue is the non-
pledged contributions are not 
keeping pace with the calendar, 
which is a normal cash flow 
occurrence. 

 The LIFE Center generated $92 of net 
proceeds after 4 rentals in April.  The 
rentals were by members and non-
members. 

 Session will discuss during the June 1st 
meeting, how to address the solar credit 
problem with Alliant. 

 Account and Comments 

1105 · General Fund - ending month balance of 
$(12,098.81) 

4110 · Regular Offering - Pledged 35% of budget 
(YTD actuals of $30,586.03 on a budget of 
$87,380.00) 

4116 · Regular Offering - Non-Pledged 22.8% of 
budget (YTD actuals of $17,426.02 on a budget of 
$76,509.00) 

Total Income 28% of budget (YTD actuals of 
$57,573.24 on a budget of $205,836.00) 

Total Expense 35% of budget (YTD actuals of 
$72,075.29 on a budget of $205,836.00) 

 
Pollinating on the church farm land 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: SOUP 
SUPPER 

What: Annual Chicken Noodle Soup and Kolach 
Drive Through Supper 

When: Pick up dates Friday, October 3 and 
Saturday, October 4, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Where:  First Presbyterian Church near Ely 

How:  By the grace of God 

Who:  All of Us 

A few of us got together to discuss the Soup and 
Kolach Event!  Here are some of our thoughts – 
please feel free to add to the list 

1. The soup needs to have more broth in it 
2. Everyone will be needed to help with baking 

on Friday, October 3 and Saturday, October 4 
in the mornings. Help will be needed in the 
afternoons and during pick-up times, also.   

3. Pricing to be determined 
4. If someone will volunteer to work with the 

Country Store – we can set it up in the L.I.F.E. 
Center!! Please don’t be afraid to help out – 
and please start thinking about preparation 
for donations.  

5. Many comments have been made to have a 
sit down dinner – probably not this year.   

These are preliminary ideas – feel free to send 
comments to Joanne Chadima   
JoanneChadima@outlook.com 
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SCHOLARSHIP FORMS  
Scholarship forms are available for members of our 
congregation seeking to continue their education. 
There are three Scholarship Funds. Each fund has 
separate guidelines and application forms. All 
applications are due June 1st, whether for summer 
2025 session, fall semester 2025 or spring semester 
2026. Scholarship information and forms are available 
at church through any Scholarship Committee 
member (Phil Huedepohl, Pat Kilberger, Jeff Reist or 
Penny Serbousek) or you can 
email pat.kilberger@gmail.com. 

 
Pollinating on the church farm land 

 
Jim S. and Bill S. pose while pollinating on the church farm land. 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,  
June 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 Food Pantry Sunday 
Rev. Melody Oltmann 

 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:45 Session Meeting  
 

 2 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 

 3  4 
 9:30 Bible Study 
 10:30 Office Hours 
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 
  

 5 
 
 

 6 
 
  

 7 
  
 
 

 8 RE Paul Penn 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
  
 

 9 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 

 10  
 
 

 11 
 9:30 Bible Study 
 10:30 Office Hours 
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
  

 12 
 
  
 

 13 
 
  
 

 14 
 
 

 15 Father’s Day 
 RE Paul Penn 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
  
 

 16 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 

 17 
 
  

 18 
 9:30 Bible Study 
10:30 Office Hours 
 11:30 Chair Yoga  
  

 19 
 
   

 20 
 
  
 
 

 21 
 
 5:30 Potluck  
 6:00 Card Club 

 22  RE Paul Penn 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 

 23 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 

 24 
 
 
 6:00 LMNOP at 16th Ave  
 Grill 
 

 25 
 9:30 Bible Study 
 10:30 Office Hours 
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
  
  

 26 
 
   
 
   
  

 27 
 
   
 

 28 

 
  
 

 29 Noisy Can Offering 
 Rev. Melody Oltmann 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:45 Session Meeting 
  

 30 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 

     

Mark your calendars: Sunday, June 1, Session Meeting with Rev. Oltman following worship 
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KOLACH BAKING FOR THE LIFE CENTER DEDICATION 

   

        


