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  The Salt Shaker 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEAR ELY                        

11100 Spanish Road, Ely, Iowa 52227 
www.elypres.org and on Facebook 
319-848-4624 office@elypres.org 
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PROJECT COST UPDATE 
January 2022 – January 2023 
Fully Enclosed -    $700,000   $850,000 
Finished -   $1,100,000 $1,450,000 

 

FUNDING 
$117,148.92 Estate gifts and funds 
$100,000.00 2020 Matching Donations 
$432,859.21 Donations by members and non- 

members 
$10,000.00 Soup Supper and Kolach Kamp  

Funds 
$659.998.12 TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES 
$12,000.00 STS Solutions 
$94,051.02 Point Builders Construction,  

including septic 
$561.68 Supplies and other 
$106,612.70 TOTAL 
Current Expansion Assets: $554,811.64 

DONORS 
30 member households (of 127 total  

households/176 members) 
35 non-member households 
3 local businesses: TK Roffing & Sheet Metal Co,  

Harger’s Acoustics Inc, Solon State Bank 
  

2023 PLEDGES REMAINING 
Pledges remaining as of 1/2023: $34,000 
Additional pledges 2/2023:  $11,770 
TOTAL:     $45,770 

Based on completing priority of pay-as-we-go full 
amount in hand ($850,00). 

May 1, 2023 contract signing based 

Stage 2: Groundwork, May 2023 

Stage 3: Construction of shell, Aug-Oct 2023 

Stage 4: Completion of interior, 2024 until finished 

VISION STATEMENT 
The vision of the church building expansion project 
is to provide indoor sports, recreational, and 
gathering spaces for the church and community in 
order to improve well-being and make meaningful 
faith-based relationships. 

GOALS 
 Reinvigorate congregation 
 Reconnect with the community 
 Rebuild the barn 

STRATEGY 
Partner with the community through mission and 
recreational ministries through gym facility and 
programming. 

Thank you to everyone who has devoted great 
time, energery, and financial resources to the 
expansion of the church’s ministry and mission in 
our community.  

BUILDING EXPANSION PROJECT UPDATE 
March 2023 
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CEDAR RAPIDS GAZETTE ARTICLE 
Circa 1967 

Claiming our Past, Building our Future at First Presbyterian Church near Ely 
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PLAN TO ATTEND HOLY WEEK 
SERVICES COMING IN APRIL                                                                                

Palm Sunday Worship Service, April 2 at 9:30 a.m.                                                
Maundy Thursday supper and service with Holy 

Communion, April 6 at 6:30 p.m.                          
Easter Sonrise Worship Service, April 9 at 7 a.m.                                                       
Easter Worship Service and Holy Communion, 

April 9 at 9:30 a.m.                                           
A meaningful time to invite family and friends.  

THANK YOUS                                                                                       
To the Youth and Angie E. for the Souper Bowl of 
Caring Collection & the clever skit on Feb. 12.  

To those helping with the pancake breakfast – 
Youth & Angie, & Scout Sunday led by Scouts & 
those supporting Scouts - all on Feb. 19.    

To all who brought books, etc. for the book 
exchange. It has been decided to donate the 
money to the Elevator Project.  

Diane Reist for making the King’s cake for Jazz 
Sunday. 

WORSHIP & PROGRAM 

MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
March 5 
Liturgist: Sarah Harris 
Ushers: Bryan & Elaine Bailey 
Greeters: Dan Chadima Family 

March 12 (DST Begins) 
Liturgist: Joanne Chadima 
Ushers: Brad & Cheri Buresh 
Greeters: Phil & Misti Huedepohl 

March 19 
Liturgist: Joanne Chadima 
Ushers: Theresa & Jim Grieder 
Greeters: Glenn Modracek 

March 26 
Liturgist: Theresa Harder 
Ushers: Larry & Becky Modracek 
Greeters: Norm & Terry Zahradnik 

 

 
A meeting of the Wednesday morning bible study group. 
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

WELCOME SUNDAY SCHOOLERS OF 
ANY AGE!! 
We are trying out a new model for Sunday school. 
We will be meeting just once monthly after 
church at 10:45 for a Sunday School Event!! We 
will share the Word of God through fun activities 
and Bible stories. Feel free to invite your friends 
to come along. 

Our next Sunday school 
event will be on March 19, 
2023. Since we are within 
the Season of Lent, we will 
be making and baking and 
EATING pretzels together. 
Do you know or remember the story of where 
pretzels came from or why they are a Lenten 
food? Why do we put salt on pretzels? Why do 
they have such a funny shape?  Come find out 
and share the fun of kneading the dough and 
better yet – eating the pretzels, hot out of the 
oven. 

Come join us 3/19/23 from 10:45 to 11:45 after 
church for the March Sunday School Event. Learn 
to make pretzels AND eat your fill and take some 
to share with others. 

Can’t wait to see all of you there!!  It’s also Saint 
Joseph’s Day that day!!!  Wear red that day if you 
can. 

CAMP WYOMING 
Discount pricing for 
summer camp is 
available before March 15. Also, family discount 
of $25 for additional children. Also, bring three 
friends who have never attended before and 
receive 50% discount. Finally, the church offers 
partial scholarships for students. Summer may 
seem a long way off, but getting camp on your 
calendar early means you get your first choices! 

CHURCH BUSINESS  

BUILDING EXPANSION PROJECT                                                       
FUND RAISING REPORT                                                                  

JOANNE CHADIMA 
2013-2020 – Visioning and planning for the 
Project  

2020 – Initial work with Point Builders 
Construction 

May 21,2021 – A congregational vote approved 
the Project 

Up until this point, money from the Novak Estate 
Fund was used to pay expenses.                

A generous donation of $100,000 was given as a 
challenge to match.                              

Fund raising began immediately with letters 
encouraging donations for the Project.              Six 
different groups were included:                                                            

1. Current church members    
2. Descendants of faithful former members                                                      
3. A group of descendants from Johannas 

and makers of the 1935 Johanna quilt                     
4. Former Youth who were confirmed and 

Educational Scholarship award recipients                    
5. Friends and neighbors of our church                                                       
6. Local businesses – Bill Serbousek and 

Joanne Chadima made in-person visits                                                                      

The $100,000 matching donation amount was 
donated within a few months.                              

The following Funds were transferred into the 
Expansion Fund after reviewing by-laws:        

 The remaining Novak Estate Fund                                                    
 Hynek Fund                                                                                
 Zahradnik Estate Fund                                                             
 Waters Estate Fund                                                                  

CLAIMING OUR PAST – “To all the pioneer 
families whose courageous souls made this 
church possible.” 50th Anniversary Booklet 

BUILDING OUR FUTURE – Courageously visioning 
our future. 
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Vince H. makes a run for it during children’s time. 

ELEVATOR UPDATE 
Things are moving along but still have a 
ways to go. The inside doorways have 
been revised, cement has been poured 

in the bottom of the shaft, the old cement stoop 
removed from the outside, drywall installation 
has begun, lighting and electricity installed, and 
outside door frame scheduled to be revised soon, 
When the outside door frame is complete, the 
remaining drywall will be installed, then mudded 
and sanded and painted. After that, the new 
elevator/lift should be able to be installed; then 
all that will remain is the trim, awning, and light 
above the outside entry door. As the initial cost of 
the elevator/lift has been met with donations, 
some additional dollars are still needed for the 
outside doorway revision, materials, and cement. 
So please consider slipping a few more $$ into the 
elevator fund.  

Also, during remodeling of the elevator shaft, the 
oak wood trim and solid oak wood doors will be 
stored at the church for a while if someone is 
interested in using them for something. Please 
contact Larry Krohn if interested.  

thanks to all that have helped with this project, 
and of course thanks to all the donors!! 

Praise be to the One above 

Larry Krohn 

SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY 
Spring clean-up is tentatively scheduled for April 
1. Check the Sunday announcements for more 
information.  

HISTORY COMMITTEE                                                                           
You do not need to be an official member of this 

committee to be involved.  

Because our church has records dating back to 
the 1850s, it is important to create a catalogued 
index of our archives for historical and 
genealogical reasons.                                                               
Our goal: To have digital records that can be 
accessed by the National Czech and Slovak 
Museum and beyond.     

It is fun and fascinating to file these records for 
further generations! You are invited to join in the 
fun:  On Wednesdays: March 1, 15, and 29. Come 
any date and/or any time between 5 to 7:30 
p.m.    

DONATING TO THE CHURCH ONLINE 
Way back in 2020, the Session set up through the 
Presbyterian Foundation an online method of 
church donations for the General Fund or the 
Building Expansion Project for anyone to donate. 
There is a “GIVE NOW” button on the church’s 
website page, www.elypres.org. 

The Presbyterian Foundation charges a flat 2% 
fee. So, if someone donates $100, the church 
receives $98. And the donor receives a giving 
statement from the Presbyterian Foundation. 

Donations can be one time or recurring. A donor 
does not need to set up an account through this 
service. 

 
Youth group gather to serve breakfast on Jazz Sunday. 
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Hello from Youth Group!  

In February, Youth shared a skit during worship on 
“Souper Bowl Sunday,” and gathered donations of 44 
cans of soup and other foods, and cash totalling 
$358.91 for the Linn Community Food Bank. Thank 
you to all who donated towards this effort, helping to 
Tackle Hunger! 

Also in Feb, we had fun decorating cookies at the 
Valentine’s party. THANK YOU, Diane R, for baking all 
those cookies and bringing the supplies to decorate! 
We ended the day with a Super Bowl party at Angie’s 
house.  

Friday, February 17th was Random Acts of Kindness 
Day, and youth celebrated individually - ask them 
what acts of kindness they shared! 

Youth also prepared a pancake breakfast for Jazz 
Sunday and Scout Sunday. BIG THANKS to Steve S, 
Darla M, Stephanie B for guiding the food preparation, 
and for all of our guests who joined us for the 
breakfast. Thanks to Daniel and his chickens for 
providing the farm fresh eggs! Youth who are Scouts 
also participated in worship that day.  

The last Sunday in February, youth and families met to 
plan for our summer activities and Mission Trip. Please 
let us know if you have a Helping Hands project, or if 
you’d like to chaperone these events in our 
community. The dates for the Mission trip are June 
18-24th. We are looking for male and female 
chaperones for this trip - Please contact Angie if you 
might be interested for more details.  

In March, Youth will continue to meet weekly for SS 
and YG, with lessons focusing on the events of Holy 
Week. We will have a Movie Night to finish Spring 
Break Week, and the first day of April, we will be 
packing meals for Feed My Starving Children.  

Youth group is seeking adults who volunteer in the 
community to share with us about their experiences - 
what do you do, and why do you do it? How did you 
get involved? Do they allow youth volunteers? Please 
contact Angie to plan a date to share! 

Youth Group works on Operation Christmas Child 
boxes year round. If you have shoe boxes or leftover 
Christmas wrapping paper you no longer want to 
keep, we can use it to wrap boxes! If you have new 
school supplies, toys, sunglasses, bars of soap, 
toothbrushes and other items (see Youth Bulletin 
Board for ideas) feel free to drop all of these in the 
youth room, and THANK YOU for helping out with 
OCC! 

We will continue accepting redeemable cans and 
bottles from our church friends willing to donate; 
these funds help with activity costs. Your donated 
cans and bottles can be set inside the youth room 
door anytime, or call Angie for a pick up / drop off at 
my home. Thank you to all who are helping the youth 
in this way and recycling!  

Please let me know if there are any questions about 
youth programming, and thank you for your continued 
support!  

Blessings~  
Angie Zahradnik Ehle 

Youth Schedule – March 2023 
Sunday, March 5th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 p.m. Youth Group  

Sunday, March 12th: Spring Break Week 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 p.m. No Youth Group tonight 

Sunday, March 19th: Spring Break 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 p.m. Youth Group Movie Night 

Sunday, March 26th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Saturday, April 1st:  
10:30 a.m. meet at church to caravan to Applington 
12:30 - 2:30 p.m. Feed My Starving Children 
5:00 p.m. Dinner together at Pizza Ranch 

Sunday, April 2nd: Palm Sunday  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
6:00 p.m. TBA 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar 
March 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 
9:30 Bible Study  
5:00 History Committee 
 

2 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
 

3 World Day of Prayer 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

4 
 
 
  

 5 Food Pantry Sunday 
  2nd Sunday of Lent 
  9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Cong. Meeting 
  6:00 Youth Group 

6 7 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours  

8 
 
9:30 Bible Study   

9 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours  

10 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

11 

 12 3rd Sunday of Lent 
   Daylight Savings Time 
   Howard Chapman  
     visiting 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:45 Coffee Hour 

13 14  
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

15 
 
 
5:00 History Committee 
 
 

16 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

17 St. Patrick’s Day 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

18 
 
 
  

 19 4th Sunday of Lent 
   St. Joseph’s Day     
   Howard Chapman  
     visiting 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:45 Coffee Hour 
 10:45 Sunday School 
  6:00 YG Movie Night 

20 First Day of Spring 
      Mr. Rogers Day 
  

21 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours  

22 
9:30 Bible Study  
6:15 Handbell Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 

23 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
6:30 Session Meeting 

24 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
  

25 
 
 
  

 26 5th Sunday of Lent 
  9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:45 Coffee Hour 
  6:00 Youth Group   

27 28 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

29 
9:30 Bible Study  
5:00 History Committee 
6:15 Handbell Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 
 

30 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

31 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
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