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FROM THE PASTOR

By the time November ends, we will start a new
church year, beginning with the First Sunday of
Advent on November 30. This marks the start of
Year A in the Revised Common Lectionary, a
three-year cycle that unifies many churches and
denominations in our worship, liturgy, and
study. The lectionary guides us through a
diverse range of Bible passages, encouraging us
to broaden our perspectives, and deepen our
faith. We will begin again with the Gospel of
Matthew in December.

Before we embark on the new year, we will
observe Christ the King Sunday on November
23, which concludes our current church year.
This day serves as a powerful reminder of Jesus'
authority over all earthly powers, affirming him
as our Lord and King. It calls us to recognize our
ultimate allegiance to Jesus as the highest
priority in our eternal lives and to remember
that his authority transcends all secular powers
in this world and our society.

The Feast of Christ the King was instituted in
1925 by Pope Pius XI of the Roman Catholic
Church during a period when Benito Mussolini
was promoting a cult of personality and claiming
to be a "Savior" for Italy. Protestant
denominations, including Anglican, Lutheran,
Methodist, and Presbyterian, adopted this
observance into their church calendars in 1928.
Given its proximity to the American
Thanksgiving holiday, it sometimes receives less
attention the Sunday before Thanksgiving than

our thank-filled turkey day with family and
friends.

This November, let us be guided by the words in
the first letter to the Thessalonians, “give thanks
in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in

Christ Jesus for you.” (5:13)

Let us give thanks every day of the church
liturgical year and of the Gregorian calendar
year, (even on the Leap Year Day!)

In Christ,
Pastor Julie

FAITH DEVELOPMENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School begins for children in November
under the care of Nora Fetter. The class meets
downstairs in the corner classroom after worship
during coffee hour.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday Morning Bible study continues the
study of Hebrews in the New Testament. The
schedule includes the Wednesday before
Thanksgiving off. Looking ahead to December, we
will have a Christmas tea on December 17.
Everyone is invited to attend any Wednesday
morning at 9:30 a.m.

November 5: Hebrews 10

November 12: Hebrews 11

November 19: Hebrews 12

November 26: no Bible study

December 3: Hebrews 13
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WORSHIP § PROGRAM
NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

November 2: Luke 17:11-19: Saying Thank you,
10 Lepers cleansed with only one returning to
give thanks

Liturgist: Craig Andrle

Ushers: Tate & Beau Andrle

Greeters: Bonnie Fencl

November 9: Luke 18:9-14, Pharisee and Tax
Collector

Liturgist: Craig Andrle

Ushers: Ava & Ella Andrle

Greeters: Janet Holland

November 16: Luke 19:1-10, Zachaeus
Liturgist: Janet Holland

Ushers: Fred & Sarah Harris

Greeters: Karen Zacek

November 23, Christ is King Sunday: Luke 23:33-
43, Jesus on the cross with the two criminals
Liturgist: Sarah Harris

Ushers: Markham & Karasel Harris Family
Greeters: Eleanor Burke

November 23, 4:00 p.m. Ecumenical
Thanksgiving service with Ely St John Lutheran.
We host this year. If you would like to sing in the
choir, let Stephanie Buonadonna know.

November 30, 1st Sunday of Advent: Matthew
24:36-44. Holy Communion. Advent Festival.
Soup and Bread potluck

Liturgist: Theresa Harder

Ushers: Shirley Bailey

Greeters: Markham & Karasel Harris Family

THANKSGIVING ECUMENICAL SERVICE

A Thanksgiving ecumenical service will be held on
November 23 at 4:00 p.m. with refreshments
afterward. Join with Lutherans from Ely here at
First Pres to celebrate and give thanks.
Ecumenical choir will be sharing an anthem too!

SOUP AND BREAD POTLUCK

Our annual Soup and Bread Potluck and Advent
Festival will be held on November 30 after
worship celebrating the start of Advent with
soups, breads, fellowship and Advent activities
like decorating, setting up the Giving tree, and
activities for children.

CHURCH BUSINESS
CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS

Did you know you can make
donations to the church online
through Give+? Use the QR code
or click on the “Give Now”
button at elypres.org.

LIFE CENTER RATES

Community small groups / team practices / family
gatherings / friend pickleball groups / etc.:

$25 per hour

(church members receive first hour free)

Large Events:
$100 per hour for large private groups and
organizations

First hour free and then S50 per hour for
church members hosting large events

To reserve, contact by church telephone (319-

848-4624) or E ' E

[
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MEET AND GREET

Sunday, November 2, 3:00-5:00 p.m. at the LIFE
Center

Meet and Greet Presbytery Event

for Rev. Bobby Outterson-Murphy

Message from our new Transitional Executive
Presbyter:

Greetings, Presbytery of
East lowa!

. Here's a bit about me: |
live with my wife, Sarah,
and our three children
(Theoden, 11; Lydia, 9;
and Catherine, 6) in lowa
City. | did not grow up
attending church, but
since coming to faith as a young adult, the
Reformed tradition has been my spiritual home for
the past two decades. Since becoming ordained as a
minister of Word and Sacrament in the PCUSA, God
has blessed me with diverse experiences that
continue to shape how | serve: community
organizing, construction, pastoral ministry, business

ownership, and nonprofit leadership.

What | love most about this Presbytery is the
incredible mix of gifts, passions, and wisdom that
I've witnessed people offer to their congregations,
their communities, and to this presbytery so
faithfully. In my years here, I've seen abiding
commitments to cooperation over competition,
mutual respect over contempt, and grace over
distrust. | feel grateful to be called as your
Transitional Executive Presbyter and look forward
to strengthening old connections and building new
ones.

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

On Sunday, November 2, 11:00 a.m. in the church
living room, Daniel Schuett will be sharing details
concerning design and setting stone for a walking
labyrinth near the playground equipment next
spring. This is his Eagle Scout project. Please
consider attending and supporting his project.

FINANCIAL UPDATE as of 30-Sep-2025
(75% of the way through the year)

In September, the cash balance of the General Fund
continued the negative slide, creating a deficit cash
flow of about $13,500 for the year.

The General Fund's cash flow will be positive again
after the transfer of the 2024 Soup Supper funds
(515,000) is completed in October.

For being 75% of the way through the fiscal year,
the expenditures are 4% ($9,290) lower and the
Non-Pledged Offering is 22% ($16,820) behind the
calendar.

The LIFE Center did not have any rental income in
September. There were several inquiries about
renting the LIFE Center during the Soup Supper.

The Sabbatical charges were completed in
September. The unspent grant funding will be
returned to the Lilly Foundation Clergy Renewal
Program.

Account Comments

1105 - General Fund ending month balance of
$(11,548.42)

4110 - Regular
Offering - Pledged

78.2% of budget (YTD
actuals of $68,320.60 on a
budget of $87,380.00)

4116 - Regular 53% of budget (YTD
Offering - Non- actuals of $40,561.60 on a
Pledged budget of $76,509.00 )
Total Income 64% of budget (YTD

actuals of $131,717.67 on
a budget of $205,836.00)

70.5% of budget (YTD
actuals of $145,086.13 on
a budget of $205,836.00)

Total Expense

=

s ST N /
Pat K. and Judy S. prep kolaches for pick-up.
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COMMUNITY § OUTREACH

COUGAR CORNER FOOD PANTRY

Kennedy High School is looking to bulk up their
Cougar Corner Food Pantry! The pantry provides
important support to Kennedy students and
families, and keeping it well-stocked helps them
continue meeting those needs.

They are currently collecting:

Food Items: Non-food items:
Peanut Butter Shampoo

Jelly Deodorant
Oatmeal Packets Body Wash
Ramen Toothpaste

Pasta and Sauce

Mac N Cheese (to-go containers)
Cereal

Granola Bars

Snack Crackers

Fruit Snacks

Of course, any non-perishable food items are
always welcome!

Donations can be dropped off in the horseshoe
entry area — there’s a big bin right inside the doors
labeled “Food Pantry”. Every item helps make a
difference for the Cougar community.

Thank you for your generosity! If you have any
guestions, please contact Christal Bressler.

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP

“Whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.” Matthew 25:40

Do you want to make a difference in the
community, but don’t know where to start?
Consider joining the Social Justice Group! Please
note that this is not a political group; it’s simply a
way to help people find ways to serve the
community in meaningful ways.

Jesus’ ministry was deeply rooted in justice,
compassion, and equity, though He didn’t use the
modern term “social justice.” His actions and
teachings consistently lifted up the oppressed,
challenged systems of inequality, and called people
to love one another radically. Jesus addressed social

justice through His actions and teachings, which
focused on feeding the hungry, healing the sick,
caring for the poor and oppressed, challenging
injustice, showing compassion for society’s
outcasts, interacting with people on the fringes of
society, and treating foreigners with compassion
and love.

There are tons of opportunities to continue this
work in our communities; it’s just not always easy
getting connected to those opportunities, especially
with having a location outside of city limits. The
good news is, there are so many churches and
organizations already doing this work. As a church,
we can help to add to their numbers. Some
examples of work that we can participate in include:

e Protective Accompaniments: gathering
together with others outside of Homeland
Security to stand in solidarity and support
for immigrant families reporting for their
routine check-ins.

e Voter Information Events: learning about
local candidates.

e Public Speaking / Solidarity: Attending
and/or speaking at City Council or School
Board meetings when topics of social justice
are being discussed.

e Mobilization: Calling state representatives
on important issues when injustice is being
legislated.

o Helping Food Insecurity: Working with
others to fill a food truck or serve in a soup
kitchen.

e Foster children: Participating in a collection
for teenagers aging out of the foster care
system so that they can furnish an
apartment.

These are only a few examples. There are many
ways to get involved and help others. By signing up
for the Social Justice Group, you simply add your
name to an email distribution. You can then stay up
to date on ways to help and get involved as little or
as much as you would like. If you are interested in
being added to the distro list, call Rachel Manders
at 319-640-7526 or email

at rachelmanders345@yahoo.com.
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SOUP AND
KOLACHES AND

COUNTRY STORE
We did it again!! We did
it together, and we did it while having lots of fun.

The soup-making bunch exuberantly made over
425 quarts of soup — that’s a lot of noodles and
chicken!! The kolach bakers worked together to
keep the ball rolling while filling, basting, and
baking — that’s a lot of busy hands. So many
people had a part in the success — thank you to
everyone. In looking back — all went quite
smoothly — but we were challenged with so many
of our regulars who were having health issues and
life changes. A shout out to a few: Dorothy Ditch
who said, “What time shall we start baking, 5
a.m.?” Sharon Furler who said, “I'll be there as
long as | can sit.” Becky Grenis, our soup-maker
extraordinaire! Theresa Greider who baked
kolaches on Thursday and Saturday. Larry Krohn
who was initiated as our new oven guy! Pat
Kilberger who said, “l can set up the Country
Store!” And many, many others.

So, what are the fruits of this experience? Time
shared with each other, having fun working
together, knowing that each person is needed,
money being made to contribute to the General
Fund of our church, from the Country Store to
Mission and Youth, and keeping a worthwhile
tradition alive.

But my favorite: the dilemma of left-over quarts
of soup, 78 to be exact, what to do? How about
“Chicken Noodle Soup Care?” Everyone was to
think of those in our congregation, or family
members, or neighbors who could use a little lift,
and share our bounty. George and | delivered 10
soups to our friends and neighbors — it was so
appreciated and we were blessed by giving. 78
soups = many smiles and the warm feeling of

giving.

An announcement that | am making now so that
our event can continue uninterrupted for years to
come: | must relinquish my job as coordinator, so
it is hoped that the different parts of the event
can be handled by a group. There is plenty of time
to regroup and to think of ways that our event can
be even better. Thanks for your support!!

My good friend shared a newsletter from Family
Caregivers Center of Mercy. | am including some
thoughts shared by Dot Hinman, a Content Writer.
“We know that change is constant. All of life
around us is preparing for changes. Change can
offer opportunity —a new way of looking at our
lives.” As George and | navigate life after a stroke —
we have experienced great change but also
embrace the new “us.” One of the greatest
blessings is to know that our church family is right
there with us, encouraging and praying. Thank
you more than we can express.
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November is a busy month for Youth Group:

1. In November, we will continue to meet
Sundays after worship in the Youth room and
Wednesdays at the LIFE Center for Midweek
Mash at 7pm, with the exception of the day
before Thanksgiving - ALL ARE INVITED!

2. Youth are planning to see two contemporary
Christian concerts featuring Zach Williams on
November 9th and Matthew West on
November 22nd. Zach Williams' ministry is
primarily through his music, which is focused
on faith and his personal testimony of
redemption. The songs on Matthew West’s
latest album inspire us to discover for the first
time, or maybe rediscover the power of a
prayer.

3. Youth will be serving a Thanksgiving dinner to
the seniors in our church on Saturday,
November 15th. Youth will gather on the 14th
for baking pies and rolls, and again early on the
15th to prepare a meal to share! Please see
the RSVP form in this newsletter to let us know
you will attend.

4. We will be collecting items and packed boxes
for Operation Christmas Child. Operation
Christmas Child is our opportunity to send gift-
filled shoeboxes to children in need around the
world together with the message of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ! For children around the world,
the shoebox may be their very first gift - EVER.
Youth are asking the congregation to join them
in gathering items for these boxes, or packing a
box for a child at home. Please see the gift
items list in this newsletter and on the youth
bulletin board. These items will be due Sunday
November 16th.

Thanks to all who donate the redeemable cans and
bottles to Youth Group! We are grateful to all of
the donors! We will continue to collect these
throughout the year. Donations can be brought to
church and left in the Youth Room, or call Angie for
pick up or delivery.

Please let me know if there are any questions about
youth programming, and thank you for your prayers
and continued support!

Blessings™
Angie Zahradnik Ehle

YOUTH SCHEDULE: NOVEMBER 2025

Sunday November 2nd: Daylight Savings time ends
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Youth Group Sunday School

Wednesday November 5th:
7:00 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center

Sunday, November 9th:

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Youth Group Sunday School
7:00 p.m. Zach Williams Concert

Wednesday November 12th:
7:00 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center

Friday, November 14th: Senior Meal Prep night
5:30 p.m. meet to make pies and rolls

Saturday, November 15th: Senior Meal Day
8:00 a.m. meet to start cooking

Sunday, November 16th: Operation Christmas Child
boxes & items due today

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Youth Group Sunday School

Wednesday November 19th:
7:00 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center

Saturday, November 22nd:
7:00 p.m. Matthew West Concert

Sunday, November 23rd:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Youth Group Sunday School

Wednesday November 26: NO MIDWEEK MASH
TODAY

Sunday, November 30th: First Sunday of ADVENT
9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. YG Sunday School / Advent Festival
11:30 Soup Potluck

Wednesday December 3rd:
7:00 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,

November 2025
| Wed |

Thu

1 All Saints’ Day

2 Food Pantry Sunday 3 4 Election Day 5 6 7 8
9:30 Worship with LS 9:30 Bible Study
10:30 Fellowship 10:00 Chair Yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours | 11:30 Chair Yoga 9:00-12:00 Office Hours | 9:00-12:00 Office Hours
10:45 Sunday School 5:30 Handbell Practice
DST Ends 7:00 Chancel Choir

7:00 YG MW Mash
9 10 11 Veterans Day 12 13 14 15

9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Fellowship
10:45 Sunday School

10:00 Chair Yoga

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga
5:30 Handbell Practice

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

8:00 YG Sr Meal Prep

7:00 YG Concert Outing 7:00 Chancel Choir 5:30 YG Sr Meal Prep 4:00 Sr. Meal
Sr Meal RSVP Due 7:00 YG MW Mash
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Fellowship
10:45 Sunday School
OCC Donations Due

10:00 Chair Yoga

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

9:30 Bible Study

11:30 Chair Yoga

5:30 Handbell Practice
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 YG MW Mash

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:30 Session Meeting

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

7:00 YG Concert Outing

23

9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Fellowship

10:45 Sunday School
4:00 Thanksgiving Service

24

10:00 Chair Yoga

25
9:00-12:00 Office Hours

5:30 Handbell Practice
7:00 Chancel Choir

26

11:30 Chair Yoga

27 Thanksgiving

28

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

29

30 15t Sunday of Advent
9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Fellowship

10:45 Advent Festival
11:30 Potluck
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First
Presbyterian
Church Near Ely

11100 Spanish Road
Ely, lowa 52227

SENIOR HARVEST MEAL
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2025 at 4:00 pm.
The Youth Group invites all Senior members of the church to a Harvest meal. We will prepare

a traditional holiday dinner and share in fellowship with you. There is no cost, but donations
are greatly appreciated. Direct questions to Angie Ehle or call the church office at 848-4624.

Please RSVP by NOVEMBER 9

NAME:

PHONE # # OF GUESTS ATTENDING
EMAIL ADDRESS:
PREFERRED PIE FLAVOR (Circle One) Pumpkin ~ Apple Cherry

Place your RSVP in offering plate or contact the church office at 848-4624 or office@elypres.org,
where you can leave your RSVP by November 9. Thank you and see you there!



