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FROM THE PASTOR 
Faith and spiritual growth around us are thriving 
as we examine our number one local mission and 
key education component in our own 
programming -- our camp. Formerly known as 
Camp Wyoming and renamed Camp Bear Creek, 
we have received their summer report with good 
news! 

1. 559 campers in the 2024 summer camp 
weeks. 

2. 33% of campers were Presbyterian. 45% 
other denominations. 22% no church 
affiliation. So, one out of 5 campers were 
hearing the message of Jesus and studying a 
Bible perhaps for the first time. 

3. Many campers from churches came from 
West Liberty First Church United (29 
campers), Dubuque Grandview United 
Methodist (22), Bettendorf Presbyterian 
(18), Marion First Presbyterian (9) and 
Monticello First Presbyterian (8). 

4. The Camp Board of Trustees approved a $3 
million Capital Campaign to address Phase 
#1 of the camp’s Strategic and Master Site 
Plan. And praise God, a $1,000,000 pledge 
has been made! 

5. Some of the Capital Campaign projects are: 
a. Updating the Deer Center 
b. Replacing the north water well 
c. Completing the High Ropes Courses 
d. New Swimming pool where current 

Maintenance Shop is located 
e. New Maintenance Shop and access 

road near the front entrance to camp 

What does all this mean to First Presbyterian Ely 
and our neighbors and friends? One thing it 
means is that a beloved place of faith 
development will continue to thrive in the next 
50+ years. This, too, has been one of our key 
motivators in the planning, funding, and building 
of our own facility to engage the community in 
recreational ministries in our auxiliary building 
the LIFE Center (Living in Faith Everyday!) 

Praise be to God! 

In Christ, 
Pastor Julie 

THANK YOU 
A big thank you to all who have been working so 
hard and carefully for the Soup and Kolach Event. 
As of the sending of this October newsletter, we 
haven’t held the weekend yet, but it still with a 
heart-felt THANK YOU to all. 

An in-church Country Store table will be set up for 
October 13-20 if there were items you have made 
and would still like to offer for the congregation 
to purchase for raising mission moneys. For 
instance, jars of church honey will be available at 
that time. Produce, jelly, jams, crafts, 
woodworking crafts, etc. can be shared. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON 
OCTOBER 27  
A congregational meeting will be held 
immediately following worship to elect officers, 
discuss financial cap, and distribute revisions on 
Fund By-Laws for the first reading before the 
January 2025 Congregational meeting. 
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

TRUNK AND TREAT 
Sunday, October 27 will be a 
busy Sunday with worship, a 
congregational meeting, and 
then Trunk and Treat and 
games in the lower level for 
children. Be sure to invite 
family and neighbors. Kids 

are encouraged to wear costumes and bring their 
candy baskets empty and ready to fill. 

If you don’t have trick-or-treaters at your house, 
this is an excellent opportunity to decorate your 
trunk and bring treats for the children. 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Children’s Sunday School will be held on October 
6, 13, and 20. On October 27 we will have a Trunk 
and Treat. Wear a costume and enjoy games on 
the lower level and a trunk and treat! 

 
L.I.F.E.: LIVING ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
October 6: clean up Sunday (after Kolach and 
Soup event) 

October 13: Diane Reist will present Dementia 
Friendly training, repeating materials previously 
presented. If you didn’t attend last time or had to 
leave early, this is another opportunity.  

October 20: Christal Bressler will present and lead 
a discussion on mental health of students and 
how we can all support them in our families. 

October 27: Congregational meeting after 
worship, followed by Trunk and Treat outside. If 
you don’t regularly have trick or treaters, today is 
your day to decorate your vehicle’s trunk and 
pass out treats to our kids. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesday Bible Study will conclude the study in 
the Book of Job this month. October 2 will be a 
day off in preparation for the soup and kolach 
event weekend.  

October 9: Job 38-41 

October 16: Job 42 

October 23 and 30: Begin 1 Peter 
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CHURCH BUSINESS 
SESSION NOTES FROM 
JUNE 2024 

1. Worship attendance in June 
averaged 50 

2. Church membership as of June 30, 2024 is 
182. 

3. Motion approved Theresa Harder as 
incoming church treasurer in late 2024. 

4. Cemetery concerns included another 
downed tree. 

5. Motion approved directing Tom Vavra’s 
estate gift to include A. Renaming the 
Pokorny Scholarship to the Pokorny and 
Vavra Scholarship and doubling the fund 
by $20,000 from Tom Vavra’s estate. B. 
Directing $200,000 to the Maintenance 
Fund for these future projects: 
gazebo/outdoor worship facility, 
maintenance with landscaping and trees, 
parking lot and drainage, kitchen update, 
and water treatment system updates. C. 
Creating a Vavra Music Account with 
$30,000 to be used for development and 
support of church music ministries. D. 
Investing remainder in the Endowment 
Fund. 

6. Motion approved to roll over new building 
CD’s to later in 2024 to be used for 
construction invoices. 

7. Discussion about Olivet Neighborhood 
Mission closing and our not-yet-
contributed 2024 budgeted gift to the 
Mission. 

8. GuideOne through Lee Insurance has 
issued a non-renewal of the church’s 
Workman’s Compensation Policy. We will 
have to find another carrier. Secondly, 
property insurance renewal premium is 
increasing to $11,523 (currently $9,000.) 

9. Hard surfacing parking lot is being 
estimated with $3,000 gift, $16,000 Leo 

Modracek estate gift, and Tom Vavra 
estate gift. 

10. Motion carried to replace manse porch 
roof using Maintenance Funds. 

11. Water system pressure tanks are failing. 
Estimates are being looked into. 

12. Motion accrued to approve Talia 
Kilberger’s baptism (parents Blake and 
Victoria Kilberger) on August 4, 2024. 

13. Discussion about Shueyville United 
Methodist Church renaming itself 
Shueyville Church and dissolving ties with 
the United Methodist denomination. 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN FOR 2025 
CHURCH BUDGET 
Apples. 

You are the apple of my eye.  

How can we experience being the apple of God’s 
eye? 

How can we encourage one another in faith, 
fellowship, growth, and service? 

When we see the world and each other, let us 
consider what we see as valued by God. And that 
leads us to the next consideration: how are we 
living that value in our lives of stewardship? 

This fall, we will begin the fourth quarter of this 
year’s ministry and mission church budget and 
look towards 2025 with anticipation, devotion, 
and commitment. 

You are the apple of God’s eye. 

ELEVATOR ATTENDANT 
Volunteers are again needed to serve as elevator 
attendants as we have faced many challenges 
with the elevator since it’s installation. If you are 
interested in serving in this role, please let Pastor 
Julie or Stephanie know.  
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BUILDING UPDATE 
Much has happened since a month ago. It looks 
like a building now, holding a lot of promise for 
the future. The walls and roof are finished, and 
the interior is taking shape very quickly. 
Groundwork and reseeding will be completed this 
fall after the building is finished. The parking area 
will be expanded after all construction is 
complete with future plans of hard surface 
instead of gravel. Come out and see it and 
imagine what exciting events may take place.  

Larry Krohn 

 
Exterior view of the new building.  

 
Interior view of the new building.  

CROP WALK  
The annual CROP Walk will 
be held on Sunday, October 
13 with a potluck picnic at 
12:15 p.m. and then walking at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Ely Ball Park Pavilion. Packets are available for 
donations and walkers are encouraged to sign up 
in advance downstairs at church. Bring a friend! 
Please note that it will be held the second Sunday 
of October this year. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
September 1, 2024 

At the beginning of September, the church 2024 
budget and giving time frame was at 67% of the 
year. 

 Expenditures: $122,926.62 actual of 
$193,834.75 budget (63.4%) 

 Income and Donations: $123,139.12 
actual of $193,834.75 budget (63.5%) 

Both categories are below anticipated 2024 
budget to date.  

As the fourth quarter progresses and plans for 
2025 are made, the Session will be mindful of 
how close incoming funds and outgoing expenses 
match. 

Thank you for your continued dedication to the 
church’s ministry and mission. 

COMMUNITY AND OUTREACH 

ANNUAL CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP AND 
KOLACH SUPPER AND COUNTRY STORE 

Making Soup:  Five Saturday mornings were 
devoted to soup making. Each session was well 
supported with Super Soup Makers and delicious 
chicken and broth provided. It was an amazing 
effort yielding 500+ quarts of soup. How generous 
everyone was with their time preparing chicken 
and broth, coming to help at church, and 
providing freezer storage. Absolutely fantastic. 
THANK YOU!  

Kolaches: Many have volunteered to help bake 
on October 3rd, 4th, and 5th. It is such a good 
group of workers. Many are donating dough and 
filling supplies. A big thank you to this group. 

It is always fun to work together. This event does 
not happen without enthusiastic support. THANK 
YOU!   
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BOXES NEEDED 

Please bring any small and medium size boxes 
you have to church to use for hauling soup supper 
orders on October 4th and 5th.  

WHAT ABOUT THE COUNTRY STORE?  

Earlier the decision was made not to have a 
Country Store this year, but, through interest and 
projects already completed, we will have a 
simplified Country Store set up on the north side 
of the lower level. Please price your own items 
and use $0.25 increments (the only coin change 
available will be quarters.) The tables will be set 
up Oct 4-20 and you are welcome to take unsold 
items after that time. For instance, jars of church 
honey will be available. Produce, jelly, jams, 
crafts, woodworking crafts, baked goods, etc. can 
be shared. 

WORSHIP & PROGRAM 

OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
October 6: Worldwide Communion Sunday 
Liturgist: Jeff Reist 
Ushers: Phil & Misti Huedepohl 
Greeters: Sue Feyerabend 

October 13: CROP Walk and influence 
Liturgist: Bill Serbousek 
Ushers: Dan Chadima Family 
Greeters: Dave & Chris Faltis 

October 20: An Apple Tree, A Recipe, and A 
Church Budget 
Liturgist: Stephanie Buonadonna 
Ushers: Jeff & Diane Reist 
Greeters: Fred & Sarah Harris 

October 27: All Saints Sunday 
Liturgist: Angie Ehle 
Ushers: Bob & Jean Kolek 
Greeters: Janelle Benish 

 
Church members enjoy a night out. 

 
Church members enjoy a night out. 

 
Marjorie T. provides music during worship. 

 
Pastor Julie leads a baking experiment during children’s time.  
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Welcome Fall and Harvest!  
 
In September, youth started back to Sunday 
School on the 8th, and participated that day in an 
all-church potluck. We enjoyed the opportunity to 
listen to Jacob M as he shared about his Boy 
Scout Summer Trip on the 15th, and individually, 
youth participated in the See You at The Pole at 
their own schools. 
 
In October, Youth Group will help with Soup 
Supper, collect donations and participate in the 
CROP Walk activities, and help host a fun and 
spooky lunch after Trunk and Treat! 
 
Looking forward to November, youth will gather 
items for Operation Christmas Child (OCC). We 
will ask church members also to assist with the 
postage for sending these boxes - each box is $10 
to ship this year, and our goal is 50 boxes! Look 
for more information about OCC on the youth 
bulletin board at church downstairs in Fellowship 
Hall.  
 
ALSO, SAVE THE DATE - Senior Meal prep will be 
Friday, November 15th, and the meal will be 
cooked and served on Saturday, November 
16th!  All Youth and parent helpers are needed 
for this great event! 
 
Thanks to all who donate the redeemable cans 
and bottles to Youth Group!  We will continue to 
collect these throughout the remainder of the 
year.  Donations can be brought to church and 
left in the Youth Room, or call Angie for pick up or 
delivery. 
 
Please let me know if there are any questions 
about youth programming, and thank you for 
your continued support!  
 
Blessings~   
Angie Zahradnik Ehle 
 

Youth Schedule:  
October 2024 

Friday and Saturday, 
October 4th and 5th: 
3:00 – 7:00 p.m. Soup Supper Helpers!  
 
Sunday, October 6th: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School / Youth Group 
 
Sunday, October 13th: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
12:00 p.m. CROP WALK and Picnic Lunch 
 
Sunday, October 20th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  
Sunday, October 27th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
11:30 a.m. Trunk-or-Treat and Spooky Lunch 
 
Sunday, November 3rd:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 
SENIOR MEAL: Saturday, November 16th 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,  
October 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

2 
 9:30 Soup Prep 
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Choir 
 7:00 Chancel Choir  

3 

9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

4 

9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
3:00 Soup Supper 

5 
 
 
3:00 Soup Supper 

 6 Food Pantry Sunday 
    Worldwide Communion 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:30 Youth Group SS 
 10:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 LIFE Sunday School 
  

7 
 
10:00 Chair Yoga 

8 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

9 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
NO Handbell Practice 
 7:00 Chancel Choir 

10 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

11 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours  

12 

 13 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:30 Youth Group SS 
 10:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 LIFE Sunday School 
 12:15 CROP Walk  
    Picnic/Walk 

14 
 
10:00 Chair Yoga 
  

15 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

16 
 9:30 Bible Study  
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Choir 
 7:00 Chancel Choir  

17 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
6:30 Session Meeting  

18 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

19 
 
 
5:30 Potluck & Card Cub  

 20 Newsletter Deadline 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:30 Youth Group SS 
 10:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 LIFE Sunday School 

21 
 
10:00 Chair Yoga 
  

22 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

23 
 9:30 Bible Study  
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Choir 
 7:00 Chancel Choir  

24 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

25 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours  

26 
 

 27 All Saints Sunday 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:30 Youth Group SS 
 10:45 Cong. meeting 
 11:30 Trunk and Treat 

28 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 

29 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

30 
 9:30 Bible Study  
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Choir 
 7:00 Chancel Choir 

31 Halloween 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
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