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 The Salt Shaker 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEAR ELY   

11100 Spanish Road, Ely, Iowa 52227 
www.elypres.org and on Facebook 
319-848-4624 office@elypres.org 

 

 

October 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

SOUP SUPPER 

October 3-4 brings the Soup and Kolach 
Fundraiser at church. Thank you to everyone who 
has prepared. Thank you to everyone who will 
volunteer the weekend of the event. Thank you 
to everyone who will donate to the fundraiser.  
May this special weekend in the life of the church 
be a blessing to you. 

WORSHIP & PROGRAM 
OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
October 5, Worldwide Communion, Luke 16:1-
13: Penny for your thoughts 
Liturgist: Janet Holland  
Ushers: Bob & Jean Kolek  
Greeters: Les & Sue Feyerabend  

October 12, Luke 16:19-31 
Liturgist: Larry Modracek  
Ushers: Bonnie Fencl & Karen Zacek  
Greeters: Janet Holland  

October 19, Luke 17:5-10, Psalm 96 
Liturgist: Misti Huedepohl  
Ushers: Blake & Rob Kilberger  
Greeters: Karen Zacek  

October 26, Luke 17:11-19: Saying Thank you 
Reformation/Remembrance Congregation 
Meeting  
Liturgist: Barb Horak   
Ushers: Ted & Becky Grenis  
Greeters: Bill & Penny Serbousek  

November 2, Luke 18:1-8 
Liturgist: Craig Andrle  
Ushers: Ted & Beau Andrle  
Greeters: Bonnie Fencl  
 

 

October 3 & 4, 3:00-6:00 p.m. 
at First Presbyterian Church near Ely 

11100 Spanish Road, Ely 

Produce, Canned Goods, Crafts, 
Woodworking, and More 

Frozen Chicken Noodle Soup & 
Kolaches may be available (based on 

presales) 
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CHURCH BUSINESS 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The Session is calling a 
congregational 
meeting on October 26 
following worship for 
the election of officers, 

review of 2025 General Budget, and presentation 
of Labyrinth project. 

LIFE CENTER NEEDS 
In order to be able to use the LIFE Center as soon 
as we had the ribbon-cutting ceremony, the 
session approved and purchased tables (15) and 
chairs (120), the carts to house those when not in 
use (2 of each), lobby furniture, floor mats, the 
special floor cleaner for the gymnasium, cleaning 
supplies, wall pads, and various sports equipment 
(volleyball net & balls, pickle ball net, basketballs, 
and badminton net, rackets & shuttlecocks). We 
also needed to install fire extinguishers, and need 
to obtain an AED machine as well as an indoor 
security camera system (recommended by Ely 
Parks & Recreation). 

Here are the expenses which you could help 
sponsor: 

• 1 table & 8 chairs for $490 
• A storage rack for chairs or tables for $225 
• Fire extinguishers for $200 

You may consider contributing towards: 

• Gym floor cleaner (donation received), 
floor mats and cleaning supplies for $1,500 
• Wall pads & sports equipment for $8,000 
• Lobby furniture for $2,500 

The items we are still needing to obtain are 
estimated at $1,500 for the AED machine and 
$4,000 for the security cameras. 

By having contributions given, it will allow us to 
replenish the Maintenance Fund for future 
projects and church needs. 

Thank you for your consideration, Sarah Harris, 
Welcome and Outreach Elder 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Financial Update -- as of 31-Aug-2025 (67% of 
the way through the year) 

In August, the cash balance of the General Fund 
continued the negative slide, despite a $5,500 
transfer from the Sabbatical Fund to reimburse 
the church for the additional secretarial wages 
and taxes due to the sabbatical.  The current 
deficit cash flow is about $11,000 for the year.  A 
primary cause was lower donations in August. 

The LIFE Center now has zero electrical costs due 
to the solar power reconfiguration.  There was no 
rental income in August. 

Account Comments 

1105 · General Fund ending month balance of 
$(7,753.01) 

4110 · Regular 
Offering - Pledged 

75.3% of budget (YTD 
actuals of $65,830.60  on a 
budget of  $87,380.00) 

4116 · Regular 
Offering - Non-
Pledged 

43.3% of budget (YTD 
actuals of $33,133.60  on a 
budget of  $76,509.00 ) 

Total Income 58.6% of budget (YTD 
actuals of $120,699.67 on 
a budget of  $205,836.00 ) 

Total Expense 63.9% of budget (YTD 
actuals of $131,579.46 on 
a budget of  $205,836.00 ) 

 

CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS 
Did you know you can make 
donations to the church online 
through Give+? Use the QR 
code or click on the “Give 
Now” button at elypres.org. 
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday morning 
Bible study is working 
through Hebrews. This 
New Testament book is 
mostly in the format of a 

sermon encouraging Jewish Christ-followers who 
are being tempted. The anonymous author 
inspires faithfulness. And the book focuses on the 
place of Jesus above the angels, the prophets, 
and Old Testament leaders. Jesus is the high 
priest and the penultimate sacrifice. And by doing 
so, Jesus begins the new covenant with God.  
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Shane Serbousek   October 2 
Rosalee Serbousek  October 2 
Breckyn Hentges  October 5 
Mackenzie Serbousek  October 6 
Ava Andrle   October 7 
Dexter Bailey   October 8 
Brinson Grenis   October 8 
Brenda Mulherin  October 12 
Terry Zahradnik  October 16 
Monica Klemm  October 18 
Eric Hentges   October 22 
Linda Williams   October 25 
Sharon Furler   October 29 
Cole Huedepohl  October 30 
Steve Schuett   October 30 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Jason & Brandy Furler   October 1 
Troy & Christal Bressler  October 2 
Shane & Darla Meyer   October 2 
Jim & Natalie Walter   October 3 
Fred & Sarah Harris   October 6 
Ron & Donna Reihman  October 7 
Craig Johnson & Autumn Arnold October 12 
Markham & Karasel Harris  October 15 
Hailee Reist & Chance Sullivan October 16 

COMMUNITY & OUTREACH 

TRUNK AND TREAT, 
OCTOBER 26  
Sunday, October 26 will be 
a busy Sunday with 
worship, a congregational 
meeting, and then TRUNK 
AND TREAT and games in 
the lower level for children. Be sure to invite 
family and neighbors. Kids are encouraged to 
wear costumes and enjoy truck and treating. 

If you don’t have trick-or-treaters at your house, 
this is an excellent opportunity to decorate your 
trunk and bring treats for the children. 

CROP WALK 

The CROP Walk will be held on Sunday, October 
12 at 1:00 at the Ely Park, on the Cedar Valley 
Nature Trail.   
Plan to walk.  
Plan to donate. 

From the CROP Walk 
website: “No one in 
this world should be 
hungry. That's why the 
CROP Hunger Walk is 
more than just a yearly 

gathering. It's a movement that's 55 years strong, 
made up of compassionate people in more than 
500 communities across the U.S. 

The steps we take - and the funds we raise 
together - will provide life-saving support 
including emergency food and resources, along 
with the seeds, tools and programs that will help 
families feed themselves in the future.” 

 
Soup makers prep for the soup supper. 
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Children participate in children’s time. 

SPOKES OF HOPE  
Sunday, October 12th after worship, Fred and 
Sarah Harris will be speaking about their day of 
service on October 19th, with Spokes of Hope in 
Bat Cave NC. One year ago, Bat Cave and Chimney 
Rock were demolished by the effects of Hurricane 
Helene. The three mountain ranges around those 
communities converge in that area and all the 
rain washed away everything and put 20 FEET of 
mud in areas where partial buildings remained. 

Here is the Spokes of Hope mission statement: To 
serve our community, at every level, by offering 
ongoing support to our most vulnerable 
population during times of disaster and acute 
crisis.  Spokes of Hope serves as a resource hub 
for ongoing community needs, supplying basic 
food provisions, essential home items, providing 
training in skilled trades, and hosting events 
relevant to improving the quality of life, while 
bringing hope to our area. 

 
Soup makers prep for the soup supper. 

THE FALL MISSION PROJECT 

Thanksgiving is a time to 
reflect on all God’s 
blessings. Many 
Thanksgiving traditions 
are anchored around a 
table laden with 
delicious foods. I’m sure 

you can picture it…and smell it, too! Now 
imagine that table is empty. Food insecurity 
continues in our community and impacts people 
of all ages and demographics. Our congregation 
can help fill those empty tables by supporting the 
Linn Community Food Bank. 

This year they especially need: 
 canned peaches 
 canned pears 
 stuffing mix 
 brownie mix 

Please bring these items to church by 
Sunday, Nov 2. Look for the collection box in the 
church basement. 

Thank you for sharing your bounty. 

 
Youth participate in Midweek Mashup at the LIFE Center. 

 
Youth participate in Midweek Mashup at the LIFE Center. 
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Hello from Youth Group! 

In September, Midweek Mash picked up some steam 
and youth are enjoying time in the LIFE Center!  In 
October, we meet Wednesdays at the LIFE Center for 
Midweek Mash at 7:15pm—an unforgettable mix of 
food, faith, service and fun every week. Whether 
you’re a current youth member, friend of the youth, 
or a YG alumni, YOU ARE INVITED! 

This Fall, Youth continued to meet on Sunday 
Mornings after worship in the Youth Room for a time 
of Bible Study and prayer. Some Youth are also 
attending Confirmation Classes with Pastor Julie. In 
September, Youth participated independently in See 
You At The Pole, a student-led event that brings 
students around the school flagpole to pray. 

Youth will be serving our church and community by 
helping at the preparation events and Soup Supper! 
Look for them helping with setup, cleanup, soup 
making and kolache baking!  

In addition to Midweek Mash and the Sunday School 
Bible Study, Youth are planning to see a Christian 
concert featuring MercyMe and Natalie Grant on 
October 16th.  Anyone wishing to join the youth 
should contact Angie by October 5th.  

The last Sunday of October, 10/26 after worship, has 
become a fun and not-so-spooky Trunk or Treat Day 
at church. We will again be asking the congregation to 
come share their best trunks and treats, and we 
encourage all to bring their costumes to share after 
worship.  Youth will host a themed potluck meal in the 
fellowship hall following worship - ALL are invited!  We 
are seeking volunteers to bring fun foods to share for 
the meal- Please let Angie know if you can help!  

Youth, Parents and Guests - PLEASE MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS: Senior Thanksgiving Meal is Saturday 
November 15th at 4pm! 

 Thanks to all who donate the redeemable cans and 
bottles to Youth Group!  We are grateful to all of the 
donors!  We will continue to collect these throughout 
the year. Donations can be brought to church and left 
in the Youth Room, or call Angie for pick up or 
delivery. 

Please let me know if there are any questions about 
youth programming, and thank you for your prayers 
and continued support!  

Blessings~   
Angie Zahradnik Ehle 
Text or call: 319-899-1223 
angelaehle3@gmail.com 
 

YOUTH SCHEDULE: OCTOBER 2025 

Wednesday October 1:  
7:15 p.m. Setup for Soup Supper 

Friday October 3rd and Saturday October 4th: SOUP 
SUPPER DAYS! 
Mornings - Baking 
2:30 - 6:30 p.m. Soup and Kolach pickups 

Sunday, October 5: Put Things Back Sunday 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Youth Group 

Wednesday October 8:  
7:15 p.m. TBD – Youth Group Midweek Mash at the 
LIFE Center 

Sunday, October 12:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Youth Group 

Wednesday October 15:  
7:15 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center 

Thursday, October 16:  
7:00 p.m. MercyMe and Natalie Grant Concert 

Sunday, October 19: 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Youth Group 

Wednesday October 22:  
7:15 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center 

Sunday, October 26: Trunk or Treat Sunday  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
11:00 a.m. Trunk or Treat 
11:30 a.m. Not-So-Spooky Potluck meal 

Wednesday October 29:  
7:15 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center 

Sunday, November 2: Daylight Savings time ends 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Youth Group 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,  
October 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

 9:30 Bible Study 
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 
 5:30 Handbell Practice 

 2 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
Kolach Baking w/Theresa 
Greider 

 3 
 6:30 Kolach Baking 
  
 3:00-6:00 Order Pick Up 
 

 4 
 6:30 Kolach Baking 
  
 3:00-6:00 Order Pick Up  

 5 Food Bank Sunday 
    World Communion 
  9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Soup Supper Clean- 
     up  

 6 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 

 7 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

 8 
 9:30 Bible Study 
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Practice 
 7:00 Chancel Choir 

 9 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours    

 10 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours    

 11 
   

 12 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
   

 13 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
  

 14 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 

 15 
 9:30 Bible Study 
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Practice 
 7:00 Chancel Choir 

 16 
 
  9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
 6:30 Session Meeting  

 17 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

 18 
  
  
 5:30 Card Club 

 19 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour  

 20 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
  

 21 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

 22 
 9:30 Bible Study 
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Practice 
 7:00 Chancel Choir   

 23 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours   
 
  
   

 24 
 
  9:00-12:00 Office Hours  

 25 

 
   

 26 Reformation Sunday 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:45 Cong. Meeting 
 11:00 Trunk or Treat 
 11:30 Not-So-Spooky  
     Potluck meal 

 27 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 

 28 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  
 6:00 LMNOP 

 29 
 9:30 Bible Study 
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Practice 
 7:00 Chancel Choir 

 30 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours   

 31 Halloween 
 
 9:00-12:00 Office Hours   

 



  

  

 
 
 
 

11100 Spanish Road 
Ely, Iowa 52227 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU!! 


