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 The Salt Shaker 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEAR ELY   
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FROM THE PASTOR 
Sunday, September 8 
marks the beginning of 
the church education 
year. It is a homecoming 
of sorts, beginning and 

welcoming all to worship with Holy Communion. 
After worship, we have educational opportunities 
for all ages culminating in a church wide potluck. 
You can bring any dish to share and place it on 
the buffet table set up for the morning. If it needs 
to be heated in the oven, they are set on different 
temperatures, or bring a crockpot and choose an 
outlet in the kitchen. There are two fridges for 
cold items—one in the kitchen and one in the 
boiler room. Water, lemonade, and coffee are 
provided. You can bring your own plate and 
silverware, or use the provided plastic and paper 
products.  

After Labor Day, we begin again! 

In Christ,  
Pastor Julie 

NEW BUILD UPDATE 
Construction is going well. The shingles were put 
on at the end of August, doors are being installed, 
and we expect siding in the first week of 
September. Our contractor and subcontractors 
have been great to work with and are on board 
with our mission. We have talked to the 
Recreation and Parks Department in Ely and are 
making plans for joint projects and program. 
Other discussions are in the works with local 
groups and organizations too. 

Thank you! 

If you have made or are going to make a 
designated donation for the construction of the 
new build, be sure to let us know. Your gift can be 
recognized on the Donor Plaque by your own 
name, as a memorial, or as an honorarium. If you 
haven’t let us know yet, please send an email or 
note by October to Judy Serbousek. It will be 
included on the donor plaque in the entryway of 
the L.I.F.E. Center. If you do not specify, your 
name and gift will remain anonymous. Thank you.  

  

THANK YOU! 
Dear church friends! George and I cannot thank 
you all enough for the outpouring of support 
during this time. We have had so many caring 
calls, uplifting messages, encouraging cards, and 
visits. The food that has come to us, thanks to 
Jodie Chadima’s Meal Train, has sure come in 
handy. All the food has been delicious!  The 
prayers that you continue to lift up for George’s 
recovery are being heard – he is getting good 
therapy at St. Luke’s. We are so grateful for all of 
you. Bless you!  George and Joanne    
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 
L.I.F.E.: LIVING ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School in the church living room will begin 
on September 8 with Pastor Julie presenting at 
11:00 a.m. on her observations of faith in Japan. 

September 15: Jacob Manders, Philmont Scouting 
Adventure 

September 22: Craig Andrle, Insights about Israel 

We will explore this fall different L.I.F.E. stories 
and experiences of Living In Faith Everyday. See 
weekly bulletin for presenters and topics. In 
October we will begin a discussion series titled 
“The Way” examining aspects of Jesus’ ministry. 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School for children 
starts on September 8 at 
10:45 a.m. after worship. 

The children's class will be engaged in stories of 
Jesus for this fall semester that will help the 
children to learn and grow in their faith. 

To kick off, we will have a games carnival on 
September 8 with activities and balloon animals 
at 10:45 a.m. in the classroom and the hang-out 
room (especially set up for the elementary kids.) 
It will be a good chance to meet the teacher and 

have the kids look around and play. Afterward, 
we will share a church-wide potluck. Bring a dish 
to share. 

As we go, we hope to incorporate more music 
with the children.  

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to ask. 

Calendar:  
 Carnival and Potluck on 

September 8 
 Sunday School class on 

September 15, 22, 29; 
October 6, 13, and 20 

 Halloween Trunk and 
Treat on October 27 

 Sunday School class on November 3, 10, 
17 (not on Nov 24) 

 Advent Family Festival and Soup Potluck 
on December 1 

 Sunday School class on December 8 and 
15 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesday morning Bible Study is working 
through the book of Job in the Old Testament. 
Come and join in any Wednesday this month!  

  

Thank you to everyone who filled out an Adult 
Sunday School survey this summer. They have 
been very useful in preparing for the fall 
semester! We asked, you answered, we 
listened. Thank you! 
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CHURCH BUSINESS 
SESSION NOTES FROM 
JUNE 20, 2024 

1. Worship average 
attendance for May was 57. Holy 
Communion served 63 on May 19, 2024. 

2. Membership as of May 30, 2024 was 182.  
3. Motion approved to transfer 2023 Soup 

and Kolach Fundraiser donation into 2023 
General Budget as well as 2023 
Endowment interest, and Kilberger Estate 
gift. 

4. The Scholarship Committee presented 
2024-2025 scholarship recommendations. 
Motion approved. 

5. Phil Huedepohl, Funds Treasurer, 
presented mid-year report. Continued 
discussion of Tom Vavra’s Estate gift. 
Motion approved to buy short-term CD 
with better earnings rates from the New 
Building bank account to mature prior to 
end of 2024. 

6. L.I.F.E. Center: First construction bill 
comes in at end of June. The church 
completed the abstract process since 
there has never been a full abstract 
conducted for the church. County permit 
process for construction will be completed 
by end of June with construction to begin 
in July. Construction should be wrapped 
up in November. Completed construction 
will not include flooring for the gym.  

7. Property projects: Cleaned lower gutters 
of manse and reconfigured a downspout. 
Trimmed trees in orchard. Cut down a 
dead tree in the orchard. Still checking on 
parking lot pavement. Bought new ties for 
mower. Replaced sink faucet in manse. 
Spoke with Matt at Robinson Roofing 
about Manse porch roof. Evaluating the 
water purification system. 

8. Motion approved to rename Children’s 
Choir Fund to Guest Musicians Fund with 
the intention of paying guest musicians 
from this $180 first before General Fund.  

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
On July 31, 2024, the church was 7 months into 
the year (58% of the way through). 

Our 2024 annual budget (General Fund) ended 
the month balance of $6,410.93. 

THANK YOU! 

The breakdown of donations includes:  

1. Per Capita: 96.1% of budget (YTD actuals 
of $1,621.10 on a budget of $1,686.80) 
2024 per capita is $42.17 per member. 

2. Pledged Offerings: 67.5% of budget (YTD 
actuals of $65,935.75 on a budget of 
$97,750.00) 

3. Non-Pledged Offerings: 34.1% of budget 
(YTD actuals of $22,130.48 on a budget of 
$64,887.95) 

Our balanced general budget is getting back on 
track. Praise be to God! 
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PROPERTY UPDATE 
Just a note for a property update. Construction on 
the new building has finally started and is in full 
swing. Walls are poured and back filled; 
plumbing, water, electric, and septic are buried; 
floor area poured; and now the walls, roof, and 
interior are taking shape. Groundwork to be 
completed early fall after the building is finished. 
Parking is anywhere you can find as there will be 
equipment scattered all summer. The parking 
area will be expanded after all construction is 
complete, but in the meantime, leave room for 
construction equipment in the parking lot.  

 

 

 

 

   
The derecho storm is still leaving its mark. Three 
trees are dead on the north side of the church, 
and one has already blown over from this last 
storm along with one at the cemetery. No 
damage to the church or cemetery though, and 
both have been cleaned up.  

Church Fall Workday 

As usual, feel free to come out anytime and clean 
up the church grounds so the people mowing do 
not always have to pick up and remove tree 
debris. Sometime this fall, I will try to schedule a 
fall workday to spruce things up a bit. This may 
include bringing in some dirt to build up around 
the Manse basement wall exterior for water 
drainage; trimming bushes and flowers; 
groundwork around the new building; remove the 
two dead trees on the north side of the church, 
among other things.  

Larry Krohn 
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COMMUNITY AND OUTREACH 

ANNUAL CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP AND 
KOLACH SUPPER OCTOBER 4 & 5, 2024 

We have the Annual Chicken Noodle Soup and 
Kolach fundraiser scheduled for October 4 & 
5th which will be a drive-through like the last few 
years. 

However, we do need to make sure we have 
enough help to make soup and kolaches. If you 
have not received an email from Jodie Chadima 
regarding the sign up, please let her know 
because she most likely does not have your 
email address. 

The number of volunteers will determine how 
much we can sell. Last year in 2023, the Soup 
Supper was able to contribute $7,000.00 of 
revenue to the General Fund. This is a huge 
fundraiser for us. 

We need everyone who is able to participate. 

We look forward to your help in order to help 
support our church and further our mission 
within the Ely community. 

Blessings, 
Joanne & Jodie Chadima 

CROP WALK  
The annual CROP Walk 
will be held on Sunday, 
October 13 with a 
potluck picnic around noon and then walking at 
1:00 p.m. at the Ely Park Trail next to the pond. 
Packets will be available for donations and 
walkers are encouraged to sign up in advance 
downstairs at church. Bring a friend! Please note 
that it will be held the second Sunday of October 
this year. 

 

WORSHIP & PROGRAM 

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
September 1, Labor Day Weekend: Romans 12:1-
8; Luke 14: 1, 7-14 
Liturgist: Rachel Manders 
Ushers: Zacek Family 
Greeters: Sherman Family 
Elevator Attendant: TBD 

September 8: Holy Communion, Homecoming 
Sunday. Sunday School. Potluck. 
Liturgist: Jim Serbousek 
Ushers: Manders Family 
Greeters: TBD (Contact Stephanie to volunteer!) 
Elevator Attendant: TBD 

September 15 
Liturgist: Diane Reist 
Ushers: Ehle Family 
Greeters: Ben Mineck 
Elevator Attendant: TBD 

September 22 
Liturgist: Dawn Zacek 
Ushers: Bill & Penny Serbousek 
Greeters: Eleanor Burke 
Elevator Attendant: TBD 

September 29: Noisy Can Sunday 
Liturgist: Theresa Harder 
Ushers: Kevin & Shirley Bailey  
Greeters: TBD (Contact Stephanie to volunteer!) 
Elevator Attendant: TBD 

October 6: Worldwide Communion 
Liturgist: Jeff Reist 
Ushers: Phil & Misti Huedepohl 
Greeters: Sue Feyerabend 
Elevator Attendant: TBD 

ELEVATOR ATTENDANT 
Volunteers are again needed to serve as elevator 
attendants as we have faced many challenges 
with the elevator since it’s installation. If you are 
interested in serving in this role, please let Pastor 
Julie or Stephanie know.  
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Hello from Youth Group!  

Youth are back to school, and our prayers are for our 
high school graduates headed off to college and jobs, 
our current high school students, middle school 
students, elementary students, preschool students, 
and anyone taking a class for continuing 
education!  Best wishes and God’s blessings this 
semester!   

This Summer, youth:  

Represented our church at the Ely Fourth of July 
Parade. Thanks to the parents and families who rode 
on the float with the Youth, and BIG THANK YOU to 
Carl Z for sharing his tractor and wagon to give us a 
ride!   

Enjoyed a fun day at the movies, and watched the 
30th Anniversary of the Lion King!   

Hosted a “Back to School” campfire cookout, a sendoff 
for new Youth Group alumni for a GREAT autumn and 
semester, wherever their journey takes them!  High 
school and middle school - we hope to continue the 
connection with your church friends when life gets 
busy with school and activities again! Elementary, 
preschool and anyone else studying - please join us so 
we can support you as you begin your school journey.  

Spent an afternoon splashing in the Coralville 
Reservoir. BIG THANKS to Brian T for sharing his boat 
with Youth Group! 

In September, Youth will start back to Sunday School 
on the 8th, and participate that day in an all-church 
potluck. We get the opportunity to listen to Jacob M 
as he shares about his Boy Scout Summer Trip on the 
15th; we will have a day of making crafts for the Soup 
Supper Country Store, and an afternoon of Mini Golf! 

On Wednesday, 9/25, Students gather around their 
flag poles before school to pray. “See You at The 
Pole” is a time of prayer on the fourth Wednesday of 
September when students meet at their school 
flagpole, before school, to lift up their friends, 
families, teachers, school, and nation to God. It is 
student-initiated, student-organized, and student-led. 
All Youth Group should check with their own school 
offices to find out the details of this day at their 
school!    

Finally, we are looking forward to being Soup Supper 
Helpers in Early October…. 

Thanks to all who donate the redeemable cans and 
bottles (and the proceeds from taking them) to Youth 
Group!  We will continue to collect these throughout 
the summer. Donations can be brought to church and 
left in the Youth Room, or call Angie for pick up or 
delivery. 

Please let me know if there are any questions about 
youth programming, and thank you for your continued 
support!  

Blessings~   
Angie Zahradnik Ehle 
 

Youth Schedule:  

September 2024 

Sunday, September 1st:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
NO Youth Group  

Sunday, September 8th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
11:45 a.m. Back to Sunday School Potluck 

Sunday, September 15th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Jacob M talks about Boy Scout trip 
11:30 a.m. Youth Group Craft Day 

Sunday, September 22:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
11:30 a.m. Youth Group Lunch and Mini Golf at 
Airport National  

Wednesday September 25th 
7:00 a.m. See You at The Pole 

Sunday, September 29th: Noisy Can Sunday  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
11:30 a.m. Youth Group   

Friday and Saturday, October 4th and 5th, 3-7pm: 
Soup Supper Helpers!  

Sunday, October 6th:  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
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First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,  
September 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  Food Bank Sunday 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 

2 Labor Day 
 
 

3 

9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

4 
 9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Choir 
 7:00 Chancel Choir  

5 

9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

6 

9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

7 
 
 
  

 8 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:45 SS Carnival, Potluck 
 11:00 LIFE Sunday School 
 11:45 YG Back to SS  
     Potluck  

9 
 
10:00 Chair Yoga 

10 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

11 
9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
NO Music Practices 

12 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

13 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours  

14 

 15 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 LIFE Sunday School 
 11:30 YG Craft Day 

16 
10:00 Chair Yoga 
  

17 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

18 
 9:30 Bible Study  
11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Choir 
 7:00 Chancel Choir  

19 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
 
6:30 Session Meeting  

20 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 

21 
 
 
5:30 Potluck & Card Cub  

 22 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 LIFE Sunday School 
 11:30 YG Lunch, Mini Golf 

23 
 
10:00 Chair Yoga 
  

24 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

25 
 7:00 See You at the Pole 
 9:30 Bible Study  
 11:30 Chair Yoga 
 5:30 Handbell Choir 
 7:00 Chancel Choir  

26 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours 
  

27 
 
9:00-12:00 Office Hours  

28 
 

 29 
 9:30 Worship with LS 
 10:30 Coffee Hour 
 10:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 LIFE Sunday School 
 11:45 Youth Group 

30 
 
 10:00 Chair Yoga 
 
 

     

October 4 & 5: The Annual Chicken Noodle Soup and Kolach Supper 
October 13: CROP Walk 
October 27: Halloween Trunk and Treat  
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CALLING ALL MUSICIANS! 
Have you ever been curious  
about playing handbells or  

singing in the choir? 

Both handbell and chancel choirs will begin rehearsing for the 
year on Wednesday, September 4, with handbell practice 
starting at 5:30 and chancel choir practice starting at 7:00. 

Please join us! All skill levels are welcome! 


