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FROM THE PASTOR

One of my favorite TV shows is “Finding Your Roots.
watch to see how the host, Dr. Henry Louis Gates Jr.
weaves together a story about a person’s life and
heritage. There are always surprises. There are always
answers. There are always more questions. | watch to
see the emotions of revelation, sympathy,
understanding, anger, and hope.

MI

One particular episode which reaired recently looked
into certain questions that three guests had. And
these weren’t the normally famous guests of athletes,
movie stars, politicians, or musicians. These three
were non-famous people living their everyday lives
without an aterague of security, assistants, and
managers. They had questions about their
grandparents and about secrets only alluded to with
certain hushed tones. Now-a-days these aren’t really
scandals anymore, more like curiosities with slightly
raised eyebrows.

To find one’s roots means to take a deep dive into the
records, lineages, newspapers, obituaries, and even
DNA to discover more about where one has come
from to create family trees, pie graphs, and their
signuture “Book of Life”.

| was on sabbatical over the summer with this as one
of my primary goals. Research. Maps. Trees. Dates.
Clippings. Stories and facts. It has been a life-long goal
that | really gained some momentum this summer.
Actually, | am kind of geneology-ed out right now. But
the culmination of it all was staying at the Airbnb on
the last farm in Scotland that my ancestores (third
great and second great grandfathers) farmed on as
tenant farmers. Braes of Foss is the name of it. The
original house was still there and remodeled in 2016.
Family ancestors were born there, died there, took
care of thousands of sheep there, and watched to the

west as the weather came over the mountain
Schiehallion.

In our spiritual lives we cannot completely be
independent of our biological and chosen families. We
cannot be completely separated from the Old
Testament either, even if we don’t particularly like it.
To be a New Testament Christian is to be tethered to
the Old Testament understanding of God, transformed
and reformed by the teachings and life of Jesus.

Jesus, as he told his opposition, “If | am not doing the
works of my Father, then do not believe me. But if | do
them, even though you do not believe me, believe the
works, so that you may know and understand that the
Father is in me and | am in the Father.” (John 10:37-
38)

Sometimes we do not want to accept what Jesus’
words and evidence shows because it does not suit
our opinions. Jesus cautions in John 10, that he is
clearly the Son of God. It was those around him that
didn’t want it to be true. The confirmation Jesus
provided would not be enough for those who only
wanted to live in darkness, fear, and oppression and
have everyone around live in that dark depressing pit
too.

Let us remember that we are children of God who are
called to live in the light of understanding.

Just as every episode of Finding Your Roots ends a
presentation of findings on a family tree with “Ooh’s!”
and “Ahhs!” let us unroll our spiritual heritage with
impressions of life, faithfulness, and connection. For
God’s story weaves through us too.

In Christ,
Pastor Julie
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WORSHIP § PROGRAM
SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

September 7: BACK
&_\I/ch Bt TO CHURCH

[ UJ A SUNDAY, Holy
Communion
Sermon Series
Continues: Do Not
Today’s sermon: Do Not Be Afraid, Luke 12:32-40
Liturgist: Janet Holland

Ushers: Dick, Zelda & Rick Sherman

Greeters: Bonnie Fencl

Jﬁ \L U

September 14: Do Not be Surprised, Luke 12:49-
56

Liturgist: Dawn Zacek

Ushers: Larry & Theresa Harder

Greeters: Kevin & Shirley Bailey

September 21: Do Not be Put to Shame, Luke
13:10-17

Liturgist: Theresa Harder

Ushers: Ted & Becky Grenis

Greeters: Eleanor Burke

September 28: Luke 14:25-33
Liturgist: Dan Chadima
Ushers: Beau & Craig Andrle
Greeters: Bob & Carol Andrle

October 5: Worldwide Communion
Liturgist: Janet Holland

Ushers: Bob & Jean Kolek

Greeters: Les & Sue Feyerabend

Chris F. and Sharon S. share music during worship.

FAITH DEVELOPMENT

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday morning Bible
Study is working through
New Testament Hebrews.
Come and join in any

Al

Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.

CHURCH BUSINESS

LIFE CENTER NEEDS

In order to be able to use the LIFE Center as soon
as we had the ribbon-cutting ceremony, the
session approved and purchased tables (15) and
chairs (120), the carts to house those when not in
use (2 of each), lobby furniture, floor mats, the
special floor cleaner for the gymnasium, cleaning
supplies, wall pads, and various sports equipment
(volleyball net & balls, pickle ball net, basketballs,
and badminton net, rackets & shuttlecocks). We
also needed to install fire extinguishers, and need
to obtain an AED machine as well as an indoor
security camera system (recommended by Ely
Parks & Recreation).

Here are the expenses which you could help
sponsor:

. 1 table & 8 chairs for $490
o A storage rack for chairs or tables for $225
° Fire extinguishers for $200

You may consider contributing towards:

. Gym floor cleaner (donation received),
floor mats and cleaning supplies for $1,500

o Wall pads & sports equipment for $8,000
. Lobby furniture for $2,500

The items we are still needing to obtain are
estimated at $1,500 for the AED machine and
$4,000 for the security cameras.

By having contributions given, it will allow us to
replenish the Maintenance Fund for future
projects and church needs.

Thank you for your consideration, Sarah Harris,
Welcome and Outreach Elder

September 2025, Page 2



e it C i N;*_ e o U SEUR
LIFE CENTER RATES

LIFE Center rates have been increased. Effective
Tuesday, July 1, Session voted to increase the
rental rates of the LIFE Center to $50/hour (after
the first hour) for members and $100/hour for
non-members, teams and organizations. The
previous rate will be honored for any existing
reservations.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

In July, the cash balance of the General Fund
swung back to the negative, creating a deficit
cash flow of $3,200 for the year.

The financial report included in the Salt Shaker is
a preliminary, but close to the actual report due
to the treasurer's August absence.

The July electrical invoice is the last month that
the LIFE center electrical was on a separate power
feed. The July bill covers June 9th -July 11th.
The last meter reading for the separate feed was
on June 30th.

For July, we are 7 months into the year (58% of
the way through).

Notes:
Account Comments

1105 - General Fund ending month balance of
$(3,205.74)

41009 - Per Capita 57.9% of budget (YTD
actuals of $1,312.48 on a

budget of $2,267.00)

4110 - Regular 70.8% of budget (YTD
Offering - Pledged actuals of $61,837.40 on a
budget of $87,380.00)

4116 - Regular 40.1% of budget (YTD
Offering - Non- actuals of $30,661.60 on a
Pledged budget of $76,509.00 )

CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS

Did you know you can make
donations to the church online
through Give+? Use the QR
code or click on the “Give
Now” button at elypres.org.

September 2025, Page 3



COMMUNITY § OUTREACH

WE NEED YOU Chicken Noodle Soup

and Kolach Event
Our only fund raiser of
the year
Soup-Making every
Saturday morning in
September
Baking Kolaches

October3 &4
Pick-up at church

3-6 p.m.

Our event has changed over the years!! From the
individual women bringing soup and kolaches
prepared in their homes, serving our community
with a big supper in the church basement, to
baking and making soup at the church and baking
together. We even are now a preorder and pick-
up event. Probably the biggest challenge had
been how to still have the event during COVID!
Masks, gloves, 6 feet apart, strict food
preparation safety —

BUT, WEDID IT.

This year we have the newest challenge — quite a
few of our most active bakers and soup makers
are experiencing health issues! We pray for that
list of faithful members, and we realize that all of
us who can are asked to help as you are able. We
have stated on the advertising materials that
guantities are limited — meaning that we will do
what we can. Perhaps we can estimate how much
soup we can make, and kolaches we can make,
and then cut off orders when we need to do so.

Please sign up for soup-making, kolach-baking,
general helping, and greeting our customers
during pick up. A big poster will be in the
basement with the latest needs.

We would love to have the Country Store —
proceeds have historically gone to our Youth
program and to Mission. At this time — no one has

stepped forward to be in charge — and we are not
sure who has been planning to contribute — this is
still a possibility, but needs direction. Would be
fun to have it in the LIFE Center to introduce our
facility.

Any questions, concerns, ideas, please let Joanne
Chadima know.

WE CAN DO THIS

COUNTRY STORE

NEWS FLASH! There WILL be a Country Store —
so please be thinking about things to bring for
the store. We do not treat this as a rummage
sale, but of fresh goods and craft items. Again,
proceeds go to the Youth Program and to
Mission.

CROP WALK

The annual CROP
Walk will be held on
Sunday, October 12
at 1:00 p.m. at the
Ely Park Trail next to
the pond. Packets
will be available for
donations and walkers are encouraged to sign up
in advance downstairs at church. Bring a friend!
Please note that it will be held the second Sunday
of October this year.
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Hello from Youth Group!

In August, Youth started a new program called
Midweek Mash, and we learned a lot! We are
changing the start time to 7:15pm to
accommodate more youth and alums. In
September, join us Wednesdays at the LIFE
Center for Midweek Mash at 7:15pm—an
unforgettable mix of food, faith, service and fun
every week. Whether you’re a current youth
member or a YG alumni, you won’t want to miss
the energy, the laughter, and the chance to
connect with church friends. Check the calendar
for dates and times, and we’ll see you there!

Youth will continue to meet on Sunday mornings
after worship in the Youth Room for a time of
Bible Study and prayer.

Youth will also be serving our church and
community by helping at the preparation events
and Soup Supper! Look for them to be helping
with setup, cleanup, soup making and kolache
baking!

Youth are encouraged to participate in See You
At The Pole on Wednesday September 24th.
SYATP is a student-led event that started in 1990,
bringing students around the school flagpole to
pray. There may be worship songs, testimonies,
Bible reading, but the focus of See You at the
Pole™ is to pray! Youth - contact your school’s
FCA or your school office with questions about
your school’s event!

Thanks to all who donate the redeemable cans
and bottles to Youth Group! We are grateful to
all of the donors! We will continue to collect
these throughout the year. Donations can be
brought to church and left in the Youth Room, or
call Angie for pick up or delivery.

Please let me know if there are any questions
about youth programming, and thank you for
your prayers and continued support!

Blessings™
Angie Zahradnik Ehle

NN

YOUTH SCHEDULE: SEPTEMBER 2025

Wednesday September 3rd:
7:15 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center

Sunday, September 7th: Welcome Back Sunday -
Invite a friend to church!

9:30 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Youth Group

Wednesday September 10th:
7:15 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center

Sunday, September 17th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Youth Group

Wednesday September 17th:
7:15 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center

Sunday, September 17th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Youth Group

Wednesday September 24th:
7:00 a.m. See You at the Pole
7:15 p.m. YG Midweek Mash at the LIFE Center

Sunday September 28th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. YG - church setup for Soup Supper

Wednesday October 1st:
7:15 p.m. Setup for Soup Supper

Friday October 3rd and Saturday October 4th:
SOUP SUPPER DAYS!

Mornings - Baking

2:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.: Soup and Kolache pickups

Sunday, October 5th: Put Things Back Sunday

9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Youth Group
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Mon
1 Labor Day

2

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

September 2025

Wed
3
9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga

5:30 Handbell Practice

Thu

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

First Presbyterian Church near Ely Calendar,

Fri

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

Sat

8:30 Soup Making

7 Food Bank Sunday
Back to Church Sunday
Holy Communion

9:30 Worship with LS

10:30 Fellowship

10:00 Chair Yoga

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

10
9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga

5:30 Handbell Practice

11

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

12

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

13
Soup Supper Orders Begin

14
9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour

15

10:00 Chair Yoga

16

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

17
9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga

5:30 Handbell Practice

18

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

19

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

20

8:30 Soup Making
5:30 Card Club

21
9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour

22

10:00 Chair Yoga

23

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:00 LMNOP

24
9:30 Bible Study
11:30 Chair Yoga

5:30 Handbell Practice

25

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

6:30 Session Meeting

26

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

27

Last Day for Soup Supper
Orders

28
9:30 Worship with LS
10:30 Coffee Hour

29

10:00 Chair Yoga

30

9:00-12:00 Office Hours

October 3 & 4 Soup Supper Event: 6:30 a.m. Baking; 3:00 — 6:00 p.m. Public Pick Up
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Church Near Ely

11100 Spanish Road
Ely, lowa 52227

Take-Out Only

2025 CHICKEN NOODLE
SOUP & KOLACH EVENT

Pre-order by Sept. 27
(Deadline is firm, and quantities are limited!)
Drive-through Pick-up

Visitthe -
Country Store! "™

Kolaches S$18 per dozen, baked fresh
Flavors: Cherry, Apricot, Poppy Seed,
Prune, Strawberry

Soup $9 per quart (frozen for food safety)

First
Presbyterian 11100 Spanish Road, Ely
Church Near Ely

For ordering info, visit elypres.org. 319-848-4624



